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‘MADAM

o

TO ‘approach the ngh and the il-
luftrious has beep, in all ages, the
pnvﬂcfre of Poets; and though Tranfla-
torscannot jultly claitn the fame honour,
yet they naturally foow their Authors
4s Attendants; and I hope that, in re-
turn for having enabled Tasso to dif=
fufe his fame through the Bl’ltlﬂ:l Do,-l
Vou.l, = ° " A 7 “midions,
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minions, I may be introduced By him
to the prefence of Your MajEsTY.

T asso has a peculiar claim to ¥our
MajesTY’s favour, as a Follower and
Panegyrift of the Houfe of EsTe,
which has one common Anceftor with
the Houfe of HaNovER; and in re-
viewing his life, it is not eafy to for-
bear a wifh that he had lived in a hap- ~
pier time, when he might, among the
Defcendants of that Illuftrious Family,
have found a more liberal and potent
patronage, '
a‘qt"ga\;trnot but obferve, MapAM, how
u'leg;:cjuaf.ly Reward is proportioned to
Mé:i:t,"when I refle® that the Happi-
nefs, which was with-held from T asso,
is referved for me ;. and that the Poem,
which once hardly procured to its Au-
- thior the countenance of the Princes of
A - FERRARA,
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FERRARA, has attracted to its Tran{-
lIator the favourable notice of a BRiTisH

QUuUEEN.

Had this been the fate of T'asso,. he
would have been able to have cele-
brated the Condefcenfion of Your Ma-
JESTY in nobler language, but could

not have felt it with more ardent gra-
titude, than,

MADAM,
Your MajEesTY's
moft faithful, and

devoted Servant, -

John Hoole.
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F all Authors fo famiharly Imown by nama .
O to, the neralrty of Englyb Readers as T¢ q[o,
perhaps there is none whofe works bave been fo .
llttle read ; and the few who have read them, haye
feldom eftimated them by their own judgment :
As fomé Authors. gwe much of their r:putatlon to
the xmphcnt acqu;efcence of thcmany in the enco- ‘
miumps beftowed upag them by forme perfon with .
whom, for ‘whatever reaﬁm, it has been thought
honourable to acqmefce fo others have been rated
much below their merit, merely becaufe fome
fathionable, critic has-decried their performances 5
and thus it has happcned to Ta]é. 4

'M. Buileau, in one of his fatires, had ndxculed '
the abfurdxty of ¢ preferring the tinfel of T/l to
“ the gold of Virgil:” this fentiment was haftily
catched up by Mr. Addifon, whofe polite and clee
gant ‘writings are an honoty to our nation, but
whofe greateft excellence, was not, perhaps, either -
poetry or criticifm ; and he has zealoufly deglared,

Az “in
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in one of his Spe&atorﬁ, that ¢¢ he entirely agrees

¢ with M. Boileau, that one verfe jn Virgil is worth -

© <oull the tinfel'of Tajfs.” “Théfe declarations, in="
deed, amount to no more than that gold is better
than tinfel, and true wit than falfe ; a difcovery
which does rio gréat honoir to the Author: but
thofe, who are accuftomed to take things in the
grofs, and to adaopt. the Jlgdgqlent of others bes
caufe they will Hot venture to Judge for ‘thém-~

fe!ves, have inferred, that all Vir gtl is gold, and

‘that all T affe is tinfel ; than which nothing can be
moré abfurd, whether M. Boileau and Mr. Addifon

mtended the lmpllcatxon of not: itis as true, that.-

the gold of Taffo is better than his tinfel,.as that |
the gold of Virgil i 1s better 3 and though a verfe
of Virgil is better. than all T)ﬁs tmfei, it does
not follow that it is,alfo, better than Taffe’s gold
' That Zaffs | bas gold, no man, who wifhes to be
thought qualified to Judge of poetry, wxll ‘chufe to
deny. It will alfo’ be readily admitted, that he
has tinfe] 5. but it will be eafy to fhew, not only
that the gold preponderates, bug, that the tinfel, .
mmgled thh it, is not in a. greater proportion ,
than in many other compofitions, which have
received the applaufe of fucceffive ages, and been,,
preferved in the wreck of nauons, when almoﬂ:
every oth:r pofleflion has bcen abandoned. ’

| By
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By tinfel is meant falfe thought, and, perhaps,
incredible fiion ; and whoever is acquainted with
the writings of Ovid, knows that he abounds with
falfe thoughts, that he is cqntinually playing upon
words, and that his fitions are in the higheft de-
gree incredible, yet his METAMORPHOSES have
ever been beld in great eftimation by all judges of
poetical merit.

. But if Taff:’s merit is to be decided by autho~
. rity, may not that of M. Vultaire be oppofed with
great propriety to the pedantry of M. Boilequ, and
the echo of Mr. Addifon 8 ¢ There is (fays he,
“ in bis Effay on Epic Poetry) no monument of
« antiquity in It(z{y‘thaf more defarves the atten-
¢« tion of a traveller than the JegusaLgm of
<. Taffo. Tune, whlch fubvcrts the reputatinon
 of common performaqccs, as. it were by fiipy
% has rendered that of the- JERUSALEM more
¢ ftable and permanent This poem is now fung
“ in many parts of Jaly, as’the. ILTAD was in
 Greece, and Taffo is .placed, without fcruple,
¢¢ by the fide of Homer and Virgil, notwithftand-
¢ ing his dcfe&s and the criticifims of Defpreaus.
¢ The anusAuM appears, in fome refpeQs, to
¢ be an imitation of the ILIAD ;- but if Rinalda
« is drawn after | Achilles, angd Godfrey aftcr Agan
« memnon, l]:thl venture to fay, that T ﬁb’s cQa
¢ py is. much fupenor to the ongmal In his

Ag ‘ < battles

-~

/
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% battles .he has as much fire as Emr, with
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greater variety; his heroes, like thofe of the
Ittap, are diftingwithed by a difference of
charalter ; bat the cRara&ers of Fizffi are more
fkilfully introduced, more ftrongly marked, and
infinitely better fuftained: for there is fcarce.
one in the IL1AD that is not inconfiftent’ with
itfelf, and not one in the JErRusALEM that is.

« not uniform throughout. 745 has painted what
-t

Homer only fRetched'; he has attained the art
of varying his tints by different fhades of the
fame colour, and Ras diftinguithed, into different

. modes, many virtues, vices, and paffions, which

others have thought to be the fame. Thus the

chara@eriftic, both of Godfrey and Aladine, is

fagacity, byt the modes are finely varied ; in

Godfrey it is a calm circumfpe@ive prudenge,

in Aladine a cruel policy. Courage is predo-
minant both in Tancred and Argantes; but in
Tancred it is a generous contempt of danger, i in
Argentes a bratal fury ‘So Love in Armida is a
mixture of levxty and defire; in Erminia it is a

foft and atiable tendernefs, There is, indeed,

no figure in the pichire that does not difcover
the hand-of a'mafter, not even Peter the Her-
mit, who is finely contrafted with the Enchan-.
ter [[mmo, two charalers which are furely

very much fupeno: o the Calchas and Talthy-
« Gixs
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#¢ bius of HMemer: Rinddp is, indeed, imitated
¢ fram. Achilles, but his faults are more excu-
% fable, his chara@er is more amiable, and his
¢¢ leifare is better employed ; Achilles dazzles us,
¢ but we are interefted for Rinaldo..
I am in doubt whether Homer has done right
:¢ or wrong in making Priam fo much the objeét
% of our pity, but it was certainly a mafter-ftroke
¢ in Taffo to render Aladine odious ; for the. rea-
“ der would otherwife have been neceflarily in-
¢ terefted for the Aabometans againft the Chrifti-
*¢ ans, whom he would have been tempted to con-
¢ fider-as a band of vagabond thieves, who had
¢ agreed to ramble from the heart of Zurepe, in
% order to defolate a country they had no right to,
¢ and maflacre, in cold blood, a venerable prince
“ more than fourfcore years old, and his swhole
« people, againft whom they had no pretence of
« complaint.” M. Voltaire then obferves, that this
is indeed the true charafler of the crufades; but
 Taffo (continues he) has, with great judgment, ~
¢ reprefented them very differently; for, in his
“ JERUSALEM, they appear to be an army ef
“ heroes marching under a chief of exalted vir-
 tue, to refcue, from the tyranny of Infidels, a
« country, which had been ‘confecrated by the
¢ birth and death of a Gop. The fubjeét of his
: As - ¢ poem,
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¢¢ poem, .confidesed in this'view, is the moft fube
¢ lime that can be imiagined ; - and he has treated
4¢ it with all the dignity of which it is worthy,
#¢and has even rendered it not -lefs interefting

¢ than elevated. The a&ion is well condu&ed, -

¢ and the incidents artfully interwoven ; he firikes
< out his adventures with fpirit,.and diftributés

¢ his Jight and fhade with the' judgment of*a_

*¢ mafter : he tranfports his reader from the tu-

-¢¢ mults of 'war to the fweet folitudes of love,.and”
-¢¢ from fcenes exquifitely voluptuous he again
© ~4¢ tranfports him to the field of battle : he touches
*¢ all the fprings of paffion, in a fwift but regular

* - ¢¢ fucceffion, and gradually rifes above himfelf as
-<¢‘he proceeds from book te book : his ftyle is in
<¢ all parts equally clear: and elegant ;- and when

“¢¢ his- fubje& requires elevation, it is aftonithing
“to fee how he imprefles a new chara@er upon

«¢ the foftnefs of the. Halian language, how he fub-

¢ limes it 'into majefty, and comprefles it into

¢¢ ftrength. It muft, indeed, be confeffed, that in

s¢ the whale poem there are about two hundred

¢ verfes in which the Author has indulged himfelf

¢ in puerile conceits, and a mere play upon words;

<¢ but this is nothing more than a kind of tribute,

« which his genius paid to the tafte of the age he

¢ lived in, which had a fondnefs for points and

4 © ¢ turns
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¢ turris tha€ has fince rather increafed than’dimi
¢ nithed.”

Such is the merit of Taffo’s Jznus.«um in the
opinion of M. Poltaire : he has, indeed, pointe:
out, with great judgment, many defe@s in parti
cular parts of the work, which he fo much ad.
mires upon the whole; but this gives his tefti
mony in behalf of Tafs, fo far as it goes, new
force ; and if 4/ can be juftified in fome place:
where M. Poltaire has condemned him, it follows.
that his general merit is ftill greater thm M. Vol-
taire has allowed.

Having remarked fome fanciful excefles in the
account of the expedition of Ubald and his com.
panion, to difcover and bring back Rinalde, whc
was much wanted by the whole army, M. Poltair.
afks, ¢ what was the great exploit which was re
“ ferved for this hero, and which rendered hi
¢ prefence of fo much importance, that he wa
¢¢ tranfported from the Pic of Teneriffe to Ferufa
““ lem? why, he was” (fays M. Voltaire) < deftir
< ed by Providence to cut down fome old trer
¢ that ftood in a foreft, which was haunted t
" ¢ hobgoblins.” M. Foltaire, by this ludicro
defcription of Rinalds’s adventure in the E;
chanted Wood, infinuates, that the fervice |
performed was inadequate to the pomp wi

which he was introduced, and unworthy of t
‘ A6 mirac
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miracles which contributed to his return: But,
the enchantment of the foreft being once admis-
ted, this exploit of Rinalds whl be found greatly
1o heighten his-charaer, -and to remove an ob-
facle to the fiege, which would otherwife have:
-been infuperable, and would cbnfequcmly-. have
-defeated the whole enterprife of the crufade: jt
" wwas impoflible te carry on the ficge without ma—
chines conffrulted of timber; no timber was to
.be had but in this foreft; and in this foreft the
-principal heraes of the Chriflian armpy had attempt~
_ed to cut timber in vain.
‘To thiz it may be added, t‘hat M. thazr; has
- mot- dealt fairly by fuppefing that Rinalde was re~
-called to the ¢amp for no other intent than to cut
- down the wood : the Critic feems to have forgot-
- ten the neteflity of this hero’s prefence to the ge-
¢ neral affairs of. the Chriffians : it was he who was.
¢ deftined to kill Sohman, whofe death was, per-
?mps, of equal confequence to the Chriffians, as.
- that of Heffor to the Grecians - the Danifb meflen—
¢ get had been miraculoully preferved, and fent to-
".deliver Sweno’s fword to Rinalde, with a particular
“ injun&ion for him to revenge the death: of that
* prince on the Soldan : we fee further-the impor-
" tance-of Rinaldo in the laft battle, where he kills
almoft all the principal leaders of the enemy, and
‘ .is
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js the great caufe of the:entire defeat of the Egyp-
pian army. .

M. Veltaire’s gemeral cenflre of this mcndent',
therefore, appears to be ill-founded.. ¢ But cer-
o tmn demons (fays he) having taken an infinite
¢ variety of fhapes to ‘terrify thafe.who came tp-
¢ fell the trees, Tancred finds his Clarivda thut up
“ ina pioe, and wounded by 3 firoke, which he
¢ had given to the trunk of the tree; and Armida
s¢ iffues from the bark of a myrtle, while fhc is:
% many leagues dlf’tant in the Egyptian army.”
. Upona review of this laft paﬁ'agc, the firt fcn—
tence will. certainly be found to confute the cen-
fure 1mphed in the fecond : in the firlt fentence
.we are told, that < the forms, which prevented
¢ the Chriftian heroes from cutting down the
& trees, were devxls :” in the fecond it is inti-
mated, that the voice of Clhrinda, and the form of
" Armida were no illyﬁons,“bﬁt in reality what they
feemed to be: for where is the abfurdity that a
demon fhould aflume the voice of Clorinda, or the
figurc of Armida in this foreft, though Clrinda
herfelf was dead, aml Armida_in another place?
. Taffo, thcreforc, is acquitted of the charge of
. making drngla jin twao places at one time, even

by the very paflage in which the charge is
brought. . .
- ‘ To

-
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To the authority of M. Poltaire, who, at the
fame time that he fuppofes Taf6 to have more
faults than he has, thinks his excellencies fuffi-
‘cient to place him among the firft Poets in the -
- world, may be added that of Mr. Dryden, who, in
his preface’to the tranflation of Virgil, has declar=-
ed the JERUSALEM DELIVERED to be the next
‘heroic Poem to the IL1AD and ANE1D. -

Mzr. Dryden was too great a mafter in poetical
compofition, ‘and had a knowledge too éxtenfive,
and a judgment too accurate, to fuppofe the me-
“rit of the JERUSALEM to be fubverted by impro-
“babilities, which are more numerous and more
grofs in the works of Homer and Virgil. It is very
likely that Magic and Enchantment were as gene-
rally and’ firmly believed, when Taf wrote his
JErRUsALEM, as the vifible agency of thé Pagam
Deities at the writing of the IL1ap, the Opvs-
sEY, and ZANEID: and it is certain, that the
events, which Tafo fuppofes to have been brought
about by enchantment, were more congruous to
fuch a caufe than many fitions of the Gree# and
Roman Poet to the Pagan Theology ; at leaft that
a Theology, which could admit them, was more
abfurd than the exiftence and operation of any
powers of Magic and Enchantment. If we do not,
therefore, rejec the poems of Jomer and Virgil as

nct
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16t worth reading, becaufe they contain éxtrava-
-gant fables, we. have no right ta make that a pre-
tence for. rejeling. the JERUSALEM of Tafi ; ef-
pecially if the Gothic mackiines were more adapt-
ed to the great ends of Epic poetry than the Syf
tem of Antiquity, as an ingenious:Author has en:
" -deavoured to fhew: his words are; « Phe curs
"¢ rent popular ‘tales of Elves and Fairies were
¢ everr fitter to take the credulous mind, and
:¢¢ charm it inte a willing admiration of the Jpe-
¢ ciyus ‘miraclks, which wayward fancy delights i,
¢ than thofe of the.old traditionary rubble of
¢ Pggan Divinities. And then, for the more fo-
:¢¢ lémn fancies of witcheraft and incantation, the
<¢" horrors of the Gothic were above meafure ftrik-
¢ ing and terrible.  The mummeries of "the Pa-
-¢¢ gan Priefts were childith, but the Gathic En-
.¢¢ chanters fhook and alarmed all nature. We
-¢¢ feel this difference very fenfibly in reading the
< antient and modern poets. You would not
-¢¢ compare the Ganidia of Horace with the Witches
<¢ of Macbeth : and what are Virgil’s myrtles drop-
<¢ ping blood, to Taffo’s enchanted foreft Letter:
on Chivalry and Romance, p- 48, 49

' As I think it is now evident that a reader may
be pleafed with Taf6, and not difgrace his judy-
ment, I may, without impropriety, 'offer a tranfla-

tion
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sion. of him te thofe wha cdnnot read Him in ‘his
original language. I may b told; indeed, that
there is'an Englip trandlation of him already, and
sherefore that an apology is neceflary for a new
one.. To this I anfwer, that the only compleat
tranflation is that of Fairfax, which is in ftanzas
that cannot be read with pleafure by the generality
of thofe who have a tafte for Engli/h poetry: of
which' no other proof is neceffary than that it ap-
pears fcarce to have been read at all: it is not
only unpleafing, but irkfome, in fuch a de~
gree,. as to furmount curiofity ; aud -imore than
counterballance all the beauty of expreflion, and
fentiment, which is to be found in that. work, 1
do not flatter myfelf that I have excelled Fairfas,
except in my meafure and verfification, and even
of thefe the principal recommendation is, that they
are more modern, and better adapted to the ear of
all readers of Engli/b. poetry, except of .the very
few wha have acquired a tafte for the phrafes amd
cadences of thofe times, when our verfe, if not
our language, was in its rudiments. ‘
Thata tranflation of 7aff-into modern Englhifp-
verfe has been generally thought neceflary, appears
by feveral Effays that have been made towards it,
particularly thofe of Mr. Brooke, Mr, Hooke, and
Mr, Layng: if cithes of thefe gentlemen had com-
s i pleated

2
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pleated their undertaking, it would effeGtually have:
precluded mine. Mr. Brooke’s, in particular, is at-
once {0 harmonious, and fo fpirited, that I think
an entire tranflation of 74/t by him would not
only have rendesed my tafk unneceffary, but have
difcouraged thofe from the attempt, whofe poeti-
cal abilities are much fuperionr to mine: and yet
. Mr. Brooke’s perfon,nax\xce”is rather an apnimated
paraphrafe than a tranflation. -My endeavour has
been to render the fenfe of my Author as nearly as
poffible, which could never be done merely by
tranflating his words ; how I have fucceeded the
wosld muft determine: an. Author is but an ill.
judge of his awn performances ; - and the opinioat
of friends is not always to be trufled ; for thera is
2 kind of benevolent partiality which inelines us td
think favourably of the works of thdfe whom we
efteery. ¥ am, however, happy in the good opi«
nion of fome gentlemen whofe judgment, in this
cafe, could err only by fuch partiality ; and a3
I am not lefa ambitious te.engage eftcem as-a Man,. -
than to merit praife as an Auther, I am not anxi-
oufly folicitous to know whether they have been
miftaken or not. -

As many paffages in the otiginal of this work,
are very. clofely imitated from the Goreek and Re«
man Claffics, I may, perhaps, lnad\cexmely, have
inferted. a line or two fiom the Eﬂgl:ﬂ) verfions of

thof&
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thofe Authors ; but as Mr.:Pope, in his tranfla-
tian of Homer, has taken feveral verfes from Mr.

Dryden, and Mr. Pitt, in bis tranflation of the
ZNEID, feveral both from ‘Mr. Dryden and Mr.

Pope, 1 flatter myfelf I fhall incur no cenfure on
that account.

- 4 have incorporated fome few verfes both of Mr. ~
Brooke's and Mr. Layng’s verfion of Taffo with my.
own; but, as I have not ariogated the merit of
what I have borrowed to myfelf, I cannot juftly
be accufed of plagiarifm. Thefe obligations I ac-~
knowledge, that I may do juftice to others, but
there are fome which. I fhall mention to gratify
myfelf : Mr. Samuel Fobnfon, whole judgment I am
happy in. being authorifed to make ufe of on this.
occafion, "has given me leave to publifh it, as his
opinion, that a modern tranflation of the Jerusa-’
1EM DEu1VERED is a work that may very juftly
mesit the attention of the Englifp reader ; and I
owe many remarks to the fnendﬂnp and candor
of Dr. Haw&g/'wortb, from which my performance
bas received confiderable advantages. -

- Before:I conclude this Preface, it is neceﬂ'ary
the Englifp reader fhould be acquainted that the
Italian poets, when they fpeik of Infidels of any
denomination, generally ufe the word Pagano:
the word Pagan, therefote, in the tranflation, is

often
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often ufed for Mabometan, and Spenfer has ufed
the word Paynim in the fame feife.

As the Public is not at all concerned about the
qualifications of an Author, any further than they
appear in his works, itis tolittle purpofe that wii-
ters have endeavoured to prevent their writings
from being confidered as the ftandard of their abili-
ties, by alledging the fhort time, or the difadvan-
tageous circumftances, in which they were produ-
ced. If their performances are too bad to obtain
a favourable reception for themfelves, it is not
likely that the world will regard éhem with more
indulgence for being told why they are no better.
If I did not hope, therefore, that the tranflation
now offered, though begun and finithed in the
midft of employments of a very different kind,
might fomethinz more than atone for its own de-
fe&s, I would not have obtruded it on the Public.
All I requeft of my readers is, to judge for them-
felves, and if they find any entertainment, not to
think the worfe of it, for being the performance
“of one, who has never before appeared a candidate
for their fuffrages as an Author. .






[ xd& ]

T A S5 §.. 0%

TOnogno Tasso was defcended from the itiuf-
trious houfe of the Torregiani, Lords of Bergama,
Milan, and feveral other towns in Limbardy. The Tor
wepiani, -being expcﬂedby&erwm, -fetded between
Bergass arid Como, in the moft adeantagesns pofts of
the mountain of T4/6, from which they took their name!,
This famnily fupported itfelf by allances till the time of
Bernarde Taffe, whofe mother was of the houfe of Core
#aro. 'The éfiate of Beinards, the father of our poet,
was no ways equal to his birth ; but this deficiency, in
point of fortune, was in fome meafure compenfated by
the gifts of underftanding. I-szorksmverfeandprok

. M&cwmuuﬁhhhmhhﬁmthew
«ourit given by Giovanni Baptifia Manfo, a Nupoﬁlu, Lord of
Bifaccio and-Pianca. This nobleman was Tafli’s intimate friend;
he kad ‘many of our Authoi’s papers- in ‘his pofiefion, and belng
himfGlf witnefs to fevéral patticulirs which he-gelates, Uuwh-
ity feems unexceptionable, e
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are recorded as monuments of his genius ; and his fide-
lity to Ferrante of Sanfeverino Prince of Salerno, to whom
he way entu'cly dévoted, entitled him to (He efteem of
" every man of honour. This Prince had made him his
fecretary, and taken hiin with him to Naples, where he
fettled and married Portia di Roffi, daughter of Lucretia
di Gambaxorti, of one of the mo& illuftrious fzmihes in
that city.

Portia was fix months gong with child, when fhe was
invited by her fifter Hippolyta to Sorrento, to pay her
a vifit, | Beruardo,gccompam;,d her thither :- ahd in. this
place Portia was d¢livered of a fon, on the cleventh day
of March 1544 at noon. The infant was baptized a
few: days after -ir the Metropalitan Church; of Sorente
Dby the pame of 7 orguato. ., Bersardo and Portia yetumed
foon after to Naples wish. litge. Taffs, whafe birth, like
Homer’s, was aftocwards difputed by fovesal . ¢itjes that'
-claimed the honogur:of it: butit feems undmuably pmﬁ-
ed that he was born at Sorseato. :

- Hiftorians ;elaw incredible thmga of 1us e;ﬂy uid
_promifing genius ; they tell us, that; at fx montks old,
he not oply fpoke and pronounced his words clparly and
'difinctly, but -that he thought; reafoned, expreffed his
.wants, and anf{wered queftions ; that there was nothing
c}uldah in his words, but the tone of his voice ; that he
Teldom laughed or cried ; and that, even then, he gave
~certsin tokens of that equality of temper wluch fupport-
ed him fo well in ‘his future mxsfortunes.

Towards the .end of his third year, Btruria his
father was obliged to follow the Pmm of Salerno into

Germany,
e
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Germany, which journey proved the fource of all the fuf-

ferings of Taffe and his family. ‘The occafion was this.
" Don Pedro of Toleds, Vice-roy of Naples for the Em-
peror Chiarles V. had formed a'defign to eftablith the
Intuifition in that-city. ‘The Neapolitans, alarmed at
this, refolved to fend a deputation' to the Empﬁror, apd‘,
for that. purpofe, made choice of the Prince of Salerno,

who feemed moft-able, by his tuthority and riches, to.

make head againft the Vice-roy. The Prince under-
took the affair; and Bmvara’o ‘fqﬁ accompamed hun
into Germany.

Before his departurc Bersarde commxtted the care of
his fon to Angeluzzo, a man.of ]earmng 3 for it was his
opinion, that a boy could not be pat too foon under the
tition of men. At three years of age, they tell us;
lile T4/ began to fludy grammar; and, at four, was
fent to the College of the ]efmts, where hc made fa

rapid a progrefs, that at feven he was pretty ‘well dc:
* quainted with the Lasin and Greek tongues : at the fame
age he made public orations, and compofed fome pieces
of poetry, of which the ftyle is faid to have retained no.
thing of puerility. The following lines he addreffed to
his mother when he left Naple: to follow his father’s
fortune *.

Relentlefs Fortune in my earl.y years
Removes me from a Mother’s tender breaft :
With fighs 1 call to mind the farewell tears

That bath'd her kiffes when my lips (he prefs'd !

N :‘ ‘A‘n‘ ﬁt‘ 9. -
I hear
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. I'hear hef pray’rs with ardor breath’d to Heav'n,
Afide now wafted by the devious wind:
. No more to her unhappy fon ’ds giv'n . -
" Th' endearments of maternal love to find }
. No more her fondling arms fhall round me {preads
. Far from her fight rela@ant I retire ;
Like young Camilla or Afeanius, led
To trace the footfteps of my wand’ring Sire *1

" 'The fuccefs the Prince of Salerso met with in his em.
bafly greatly increafed his credit amongft the Neapolitans,
‘but entirely ruined him with the Viceroy, who left no-
thing unturned to make the Emperor jealous of the
great deference the people fhewed Ferrante, from which
. he inferred the moft dangerous confequences. He fo

#nuch exafperated the Emperor againft the Pince of Sa-
Jerno, that Firrant, finding there was no longer any
Fecarity for him at Naples, and having in vain applied
to gain an audience of the Emperor, retired ¢o Rom,
. and renounced his allegiance to Charles V.  ~

Bernardo Taffo would not abandon his patron in his
ill fortune ; neither would he leave his fon in a country
‘wherehe bimfelf was foon to be declared an enemy; and

® Me dal fen de la madre empia fm
P to divelfe, , ab di’
Ch’ella bgo) ds lagrime Jg:ri
. Con fofpir mi ruua&ra, ¢ de gli ardenti
Prqu cbe fen portar I'aure fugact,
Che 7 non dovea giunger pid wolte & welte
Fra quelle braccia accolto .
Con modi cosi firetti, e tenaciy
Laffo, ¢ [eguij con mal ficure piante
Rual’ Hfcanioy o il padre crrante,
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forefecing he fhould never be able to réturn tluther,
teok young Torquara with him to Rome, v .
As foon as the depmurc of the Prisce of Salerns was
known, he, and all his adherents, were declared rebels
to the ftate; and, what may feem very extraordinary,
Torquato ‘Taffo, though but nine years of age, was in- .
cluded by name in that fentence. Bernards, following
the Prince of Salerno into France, committed his fon to
the care of his friend and relation Mauritie Catanes, a
perfon of great ability, who affiduoufly cultivated the .
early difpofition of his pupil to Polite Literature, After
the death of Sanfewerizo, which happened in three ar
four years, Bernardo returned into Iialy, and engaged :
in the fervice of Gagliclmo Genzaga Duke of Mantus, .
who had given him a prefling invitation, *. It was not
long before he received the melancholy mews of the de- -
ceafe of his wife Portia : This event determined him to
fend for his fon, that they might be a mutual fupport to .
each other in their affliion. He had left him at.Rome, .
becaufe his refidence in that city was highly agreeable
to his mother, but that reafon now ceafing, he was re~
folved to be no longer deprived of the fociety of the
only child he had left; for his wife, . before her death, .
had married his daughter to Mamn Ser/ale a.gentleman
of Sorrento. .
Bernardo was greatly furprized, on his fon’s amival, -
to fee the vaft progrefs he had made in his fudies.
. He was now twelve years of age, and had, atcordms
t0 the teftimony of thé writers of his life, entirely com-

Vor.L a ' pleated
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plented his knowledge in the Latie and Greck tomgues':
he was well acqusinted with the rules of Rhetotic and
Poctryy and compleatly verRd in Arifori?i Bthvics; but
he pasticularly ftudied the precepts of Maxritio Cataneo,
wham he ever afterwards reverenced as-a feéond father.
Bernarde foon determined to fend him to the Univerfity
of Padua, to fludy the laws, in company with the
young Scipio Gowkagas afterwards Cardinal, nearly of
tie fame age as himfelf.” With this nobleman T2
contrated a fricndfiip * that never ended but with his
life. :

. e profecuted his fudics at Pardes with great diligence
and fueccols; at the fame time employing his leifure -
hours upon Philofophy.and Poetry, he fdon gave a pu-
biic proef of his genius, by his poem of 4 RivavLpo,
which he publiffied in the-cighteenth year of his age:

Tofe’s father faiw with regret the faccels of his fon’
poem : he was appreltenfive, and not without reafon,
thet the-charms of poetry would detach him from thofe
miore folid fludies, which ke judged were moft likely to
1zif8 him in the world : he knew very well, by his own
experience, that the greateft fkill in poetry will not ad-
yance-a man's private fortune. He was not deceived in
his conje@ure, Torguate, infenfibly carried away by his
predominant paflion, followed the examples of Perrarch,

Bvecace; Arioffo, and others, who, comtrary to the re-

’

* Amn, MBt. 19, .
4+ This Poera was written upen the plan of-the Opvssxy of

Hoxxs, 83 the JxRusarxzm was of the Inzap. .
: monftrances

5
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seooftrasces of their friends; ! quitted the feveret ftudies
of the law for the more pleafing entertainment of poes
tical compofition. ‘Tn fhort, he entirely gave himfelf
up- to the ftudy of Poetry and Philofophy. His firft
poem-extended his reputation through all #2/y; but his
father was fo difpleafed with his condug&, that he went to
Padea on purpofe to repriinand hiti, Though he fpoke
with great vehemence, and made nfe of feveral harfi
exprefiows, Torguate heatd him without interrupting
him,  and’ his compofure contributed not a-little to ine
creafe his Father’s difpleafare.  * Tell me” (faid Bora
nards) * of what ufe is that vain philofophy, epon
¢ which. you.valat yeut{el fo mueh #” < Tt has ené
« abled m¢” (fhid'Tafs molefiy) @ to endere the hathe

& nefs of your reprovfe” .

Fhe rfolution: Tao hat: taléen to devotehimfewm
- the' Mufts, was knows'all ovet Ricky-: the ptincipal pers
fons of the'city and college of Bofogna invited him this
ther by means of Pietro:Dowate Ceff, then Vice-Legate,
and afterwards Legate. But 7% had not long refided
there- when he was ‘préﬂ'ed by Scipio Gomzaga; ele@ted
Prince of* the Academy eftalilithed at Padua ander the
name of’ Etheres, to retarnto that city. He could not
withftand this folicitation; and Bolsgna being at that time
the fcene-of civil commotion, he was the more willing
to feek elfewhere for the repofe he loved. He was re-
ceived with extreme joy by all the Academy, and being
intorporated into that Society, took upon himfelf the
name of Pmm *5 by which he feemed to ihew that he

' Ann. &, 20¢ )
az yepented

‘
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repented of all the time which he had employed in the
. ftudy of the law.

In this retreat he apphed himfelf afrefh-to Phalofopby
and Poetry ; and foon became a perfect mafter of both 3
It was this happy mixture of- his fludies that made him
an enemy to all kind of licentioufnefs. An oration was
made one day in the Academy upon the nature of Love 3
the orator treated his fubjet in a very mafterly manner,
but with too little regard to decency in the opinion.ef
J4ffe, who, beiog atked what he thought of the dif~
courfe, zeplied, ¢ that it was a pleafing poifon.” )
. Here Taf formed the defign of his celebrated Poem,
JerusarLeEm DELIvERED ; he invented the fable, dif~
pofed the different parts, and determined to dedicate
this work to the glary of the Houfe of Ef. He was
greatly eftcemed by Alpbenfe 11. the lak Duke of ‘Fer-
rara, that great patron of learning and learned men;
and by his brother, Cardinal Luigi. There was a fort
of conteft between thefe two brothers, in relation to
the Poem: The Cardinal imagined that he had a right
to be the Mecenas of all Taf’s works, as RinaLba,
his firft,piece, had been dedicated to him : the Duke,
on the other hand, thought that, as his-brother had al-
ready received his fhare of honour, he ought not to
be offended at feecing the name of Afhonfo at the
head of the Jervsarem DeLivERED. Ta/fo for three
or four years fufpended his .determination: at length,
being earneftly prefled by both the brothers to take up
his refidence in Ferrara, he fuffered himfelf to be pre-
vailed upon. 'The Duke gave him an apartment in his

palace,
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palace, where he lived in peace and affluence, and pur-
fued his defign of compleating his Jerusargm % which’
he now refolved to dedicate to Aiphonfo. The Duke,
who was defirous of fixing /6 near him, had thoughts
of marrying him advantageoufly, but he always evaded
any propofal of that kind : Though he appeared pecu-
liarly devoted to Alphonfo, yet he negle@ed not to pay
his court to the Cardinal.

The name of T2/6 now became famous through alt
Europe : and the careffes he received from Charles IX.
in a journey he made to Frasce + with Cardinal Luspi,.
who went thither in quality of Legate, fhew that his re-
putation was not confined to his own country.

We cannot perhaps give a more ftriking inftance of
the regard‘ that Monarch had for him, than in the fol-
lowing flosy. A man of letters, and a poet of fome °
repute, had unfortunately been guilty of fome enormous.
crimey for which he was condemned to fuffer death:
Taffe, touched with compaffion, was refolved to petition
the King for his pardon. He went to the Palace, where
he heard that orders had joft been given to put the fen-’
tence immediately in execution. This did not difcoy.
rage T4ffi, who, prefenting himfelf before the King,
faid : * I come to entreat your Majefty that you would
“ put to death a wretch, who has brought Philofophy
¢ to fhame, by fhewing that fhe can make no fland’
¢ againft human depravity.” Thé King, touched with
the juftnefy of this tefie@tion, granted the criminal his-
life. T [ ‘ R

. . ® Ann, /Et, 23, + Ann, /Et, 27, .
’ a3 , The

R |
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The King afked him one day whom he judged {fupe-
rior to all others in happinefs: he anfwered, Gop. The
Kinog then defired to know his opinion by what men re-"
femble Goo in his happinefs, whether by fovereign
power, ar by their capacity of doing good to others.
A man more interefted than 7a/o might have faid, that
Kings fhew their greatoefs by difpenfing their benefac-
tions to-others: but he eluded the difcourfe, and repli~
ed, ¢ that men could refemble Gop only by their vir=
¢ tue.”

Another time, in 3 converfation held before the King
by feveral learned men, it was difputed what condition .
in life was the moft unfortunate. * In my opinion (faid
« Tafb) the moft unfortanate condition is that of an’
¢ impatient 6ld man dcprefled with poverty; for,”
added he, ¢ the ftate of that perfon is doubtlefs very
¢+ deplorable, who has neither the gifts of fortune to
«¢ preferve him from want, nor the principles of phile«
s¢ fophy to fuppart himfelf under aflittion.”

The Cardinal’s legation being finithed, T2/ returned
to Ferrara ®, where he applied himfelf to finith his
JerusarLem, and in the mean time publifhed his
AminTa, ‘a paftoral Comedy t+, which was received
with univerfal applaufe : This performance was loaked
upon as a mafterpiece in its kind, and is the original of
the PasTor Fipo and FiLLi p1 Sciro,

It was not eafy o imagine that T¢/6 could fo w,ell
paint the effedls of Love, without having himflf felt

® Aan, Eto a8, t Ans, /Et, 20,
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that pafijon : It began to be fofpelted that, like another
Owid, he had raifed his defires too high, and it was
thought that in many of his verfes he gave hints of that
kind ; particalarly in the following.

SonNnxET.
Oft have we heard, in Po’s imperial tide
How haplefs Phbacton was headlong thrown,
Who durft afpire the fun’s bright fieeds to guide,
" "And wreathe his brows with fplendors not his own !

Oft have we heard, how ’mid#t th’ Jearian main ~
Fell the rath youth whe try’d tao bold a flight 5

Thus fhall it fare with him, who feeks in vain
On mortal wings to reach th’ empyreal height,

But who, irfpir'd by Love, can dangers fear ?
What cannot Love that guides the rolling fphere ;
- Whofe pow’rful magic Earth and Heav’n controuls ¥
Love brought Diana from the ftarry fky,
Smit with the beauties of a mortal eye ;,
Love fnatch'd the Boy of Zda to the polés ®,

® Sed Lora leggefti, e di Fetonte
Ben fai, Qe lu'n cadde in qusflo
g.uando poriar de I'Orientd il lume
lle, ¢ di rai de fol cinger la fronte :
E Paltrs in mar che troppo arditte, e proxte
A wolo alzy le fue cerate piume,
cosi wa bi di tentar prefume
Strade nel ciel per JSama pena conte.
Ma, chi dee paventare in alta i :fa,

S'ummu, b’ amor s non ‘a
Amor, che non catena fd‘ ielo qagfdta ' "
Egli gia trabe de le celefli rote B
Di terrena. belta Diana ac R

Ed Hda i bel fonciullo al cie rapﬁl.
a4 There -
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There were at the Duke’s court three Leomoras, equally
witty and beautiful, though of different quality. T he
firlk was Leonora of Ef2, fifter to the Duke, who, hav-
ing refufed the moft advantageous matches, lived un-
married with Lauretta, Dutchefs of Uréino, her elder
fifter, who was feparated from her hufband and refided
at her Brother’s court. T4/ had a great attachment to

this lady, who on her fide, honoured him with her -

efteem ‘and proteé’tlon She was wn}(e, generous, and
not only well read in ‘elegant Literature, but even
verfed . in the mote abitrufe fciences. Al thefe

perfeQtions were undoubtedly obferved by 7af6, who

was one of the moft afliduous of her courtiers : and it
appearing by his verfes that he was touched with the
charms of a Leonora, they tell us that we netd mot
feek any further for the fubjec of his paffion.

The fecond Leonora that was given him for a Miftsefs
was'the Countefs of San Pitale, daughter of ‘the Count
of Sala, who lived at that time at the Court of Ferrara,
and paffed for one of the moft accomplifhed perfons in
Iraly. 'Phofe who imagined that a6 would not pre-
fure to lift his eyes to his Mafter’s fifter, fuppofed that
he loved this Lady. It is certain that he had frequent
opportunities of difcourfing with her, and that the had
frequently been the fubje& of his verfes.

The third Leonors was a lady in the fervice of the
Princefs Leonora of Effé. ‘This perfon was thought by
fome to be the moft proper objeét of the poet’s gallan-
try. Tafs, feveral times, employed his mufe in her
fervice : in one of his. chces he confcﬂ'es that confider

S ing

. . .
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ing the Princefs as too high for his hope, . he had fixed
his affe&tion upon her, as of a condition more foitable
20 his own. -Butif any thing can be juftly-drawn from
this particulas, it feems rather to firengthen the opinion,
thas his defires, at lealt at one time, had afpired to a
.greater height.” The verfes réferred to above are as
follow.

O! by the Graces, by the Loves defign’d,

In happy hour ¢-enjoy an envy’d place :
Attendant on the faireft of her kind,

Whofe charms excel the charms of human race ! -

Fain would I view — but dare not lifc my fight
To mark the fplcndor of her picrcing eyes ;
Her heav’nly fmiles, her bofom’s dazzling white,
Her namelefs graces that the foul furprife. :
To thee I then dire® my humbler gaze; ’
To thee uncenfur’d may my hopes afpire :
Lefs awful are the fweets thy look difplays ;
I view,.and, kindling as I view, deﬁre

-Tho’ brown thy hue, yet lovely is thy frame; -
(So blooms fome violet, the virgin’s care!)

I burn — yet blufh not to confefs my flame, .
Nor fcorn the empire of a menial fair ®.

. However,

® 0 con le Gratie detta, e con gli Amori, . N

Fanciulla a,venrorofa : ’

A fervir a colei, che Dia fomighas

Poi che’ | mio [guardo in lei mira, ¢ non o ¢,

, T'raggi e ghi [plendori,

E'd bel feren de gli occhiy ¢ do la :lglu,

MNe Palta meraviglia,

Gbe ne difcopre j lampeggiar del rifos

ag m
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However, & appearsdificdt 0 deterise with pee-
‘tainty in relution vo Fa/els pafion; efpecially wdwm we
conﬁderdw;iﬁmlege slioged to poets ¢ though M. Ak
sadand * makes uo fosuple to' mention it & & ciscuns-
fance almott cem, and fixes it without hefimtion on
the Princefi Lomora. Tafi, himfl, in fevesal of his
poems, feems to endeavour to throw an obfcurity ower
his paflion, as in the following lines.

SoxwNET.

" Three courtly Dames before my pnfence Rood 3
All lovely form’d, tho’ diff ’ring in their grace :
Yet each refembled each ; for Nature thew’d
A fifter’s air in ev'ry mien and face.

Each maid I prais'd; but one, above the reff,
Soon kindled in my heart the lover’s fire ;

For her thefe fighs ftill iffue from my breaft;
Her name, her beauties ftill my fong infpire.

Yet tho’ to her alone my thoughts are due,
Refle@ed in the reft her charms I view,
And jo her femblance #ill the Nymph adore :

N2 quanto ba de celefe il petto, ¢l wolto 3
: Ia;ﬁ occht & 24 rivelto,
E nel tuo vexzofetto, ¢ lieto vife
Dolcemente m’aj
Bruna fﬂ U, wa Ms,
Rual virgine viola : "¢ a’d two waga
Sembiante io ?
Cbe aon difdegno Signoria & Ancella.

® Abregt d¢ 1a Vic du Taffe, ‘
Pelafion
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. Deofinn fweet! from this to that-Isove;
Bat, while I wander, figh, apd fear to prove.
A traiver thss to Love’s Almighty Pow's !

In the mean while T/ proceeded with his Jznu-
saLEM, which he compleated in the thirtieth year of’
his age : hut this poem was mot publithed by his owa
suthority ; it was printed, againf his will, as foon ae
he had finithed the 1akt book, and befora he had time tor
give the revifals and corsettions, that a work of fuch &
natwe required.: The Public had. already feen feveral -
parts, which bad been fent into the world by the autho-
rity of his patrons. The fuccefs of this work was pro-
digious : it was tranflated into the Latin, French, Spanifbs
and even the Oriental languages, almoft as foon as it
appeared ; and it may be faid, that na fuch performance
ever befose naifed its reputation to fuch a height in fo
fmall a fpace of time. ‘ )

Bat the fatisfaltion which Fafo mokt feel, in fpite of
all his philofophy, at the applanfe of the Public, was

Y Tregran dome wid’ o, cb’in gffer belle
, Mofran difparitd, ma [omigliante
+ 8i che me gli atti, e'n ogni lor fembianse
"Scriver Natura par 3 Noi fiam forelle,
Ben ciafeun’ io hodai, pur una d’ :
. M piacque fiy cb’io me divenni Lmante,
Et ancor fis, cb'io ne fofpiri, e cante,
E’l mio foco, £'1 fuo nome alxi & le felle r

et fol 05 ¢ Palere io miro,
Ju‘laxl? nel wago a]{:u’;.;ud, cb’? in kei wago,
B me gl Kali fuoi wien ob”io Iadore : ’
- Ma cotanto fomiglia al ver I'imago
Cb’erroy e dole’ élerrors pur ne [ofpire,
Geme dingiufia Molatria & Amere, ’

L a6 foom
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“foon diftarbed by a mielancholy evént *;- Bernarde Taffs,
who fpent his old age in tranquillity at' Offia upan the
Ps, the governmeqt of which place had been given him
by the Duke of Mantua, fell fick. As foon as this news
reached his fon, he immediately went to him, attended
him with the moft fitial regard, and fcarce ever ftirred
from his bedfide during thé whole time of his- illnefs :
bat all thefe cares were ineffe®ual, Bermards, ‘opprefied:
with age, and overcome by the violence of ‘his diftem=
per, paid the unavoidable tribute to nature, to.the greas
sflition of Terguate. The Duke of Mantua, who had
a fincere efteem for Berwards, caufed him to be intesred,
with much pomp, in the church of St. Egidixs at Max-
#ua, with this fimple infcription on his tomb.

OSSA BERNARDI TASSI..

“This death feemed to Eorehode athe misfortanes to Ta_/:
Jo; for the remainder of his life proved almoft one con.
tinaed feries of. vexation.and ‘aflition. About this time’
a fwarm of Critics began to attack his JErusaiem, and
the Acadeny of Crufca, in particular, publithed a Criti-
cifm of his poem, in which they fcrupled not to prefer
the rhapfodies of Pulci and Boyarde to the JErusaLEM
DsL1vERED.

During Taffo’s refidence in the Duke’s court he had
contrafled, an intimacy with a gentleman of Ferrara ¢,
and having entrofted him with fome tranfaltions of a very
delicate nature, this perfon was fo treacherous as to fpeak

* Ann, JEt, 31, 1“ Aan, AE‘t. 33
: i of
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of thein dgain. T a/ reproached his friénd with his in-
difcretion, who received his expoftulation in fuch a man-.
ner, that Zaf6 was fo far exafperated as to ftrike him :
A challenge immediately enfued : The two opponents
met at St.'Lesmard’s gate, but, while they were engaged,
three brothers of Taf6’s antagonift came in and bafely
fell all at once upon Tafb, who defended himfelf fo gal-
lantly that he wounded two of them, and kept his ground.
againft the others, till fome people came in and feparated
them. . This affair made a great noife at Ferrara: no-
thing was talked of but the valour of 7af% ; and it be-
came a fort of proverb, « That Tz with his pen and
“ his fword was fuperior to all men *.”

The Duke, being informed of the quarrel, exprefled
great refentment againt the four brothers, banithed them'
from his dominions, and confifcated their eftates ; at the
fame time he caifed T4/ to be put under arreft, declar-
ing he did it to fcreen him from any future defigns of
his enemies. Tafo was extremely mortified to fee him-
felf thus confined ; he imputed his detention to a very
different caufe from what was pretended, and feared an-
ill ufe might be made of what had paffed, to ruin him
in the Duke’s opinion.

Though writers have left us very much in the dark
with regard to the real motives that induced the Duke
to keep Taf in confinement, yet, every thing being
weighed, it feems highly probable that the affair of a de/s~
cate nature, faid to have been divulged by his friend, mut

® Con la penna ¢ con la [pada
Neffun wal guanta Torquatés
have
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" have related to the Princefs Lrwora, the Duke's fifter =
and indeed it will be extremely difficult, from aoy other
confideration, -to docount for the harfh eroatment he ro-
swed from & Prince -who -had before daewn bim fuch -
pecuNer marks of efteem and friendhip. Howevern,
Fafe himfelf had undoubtedly fecret apprehenfions chat
increafed upon him every day, while the tontinual ae-
tacks, which were made npon his credit as an Author,
not 2 little conaributed %o heighten his melancholy, A¢
length be sefalved 1o take the firk opportunity to fy
from his prifon, for fo he cfieemed &, which, after about
a year’s detention, hecficted, and retired to Fawis,
where he endeavoured to remain concealed ; but not-
withftanding all his precautions, he was foon known and
recommended to the Duke of Sewoy, whe received him
into his palace, and fhewed him every mark of eftcem
and affe@ion. Bat T4/%’s apprehenfions fill continued ;.
be thought that the Duke of Sawpy would not sefufe to
give him up to the Duke of Ferrara, or {acrifice the
friendfhip of that Prince to the fafety of a private per-
fon: Full of thefe imaginations he fet out for Rome ®,
alone and unprovided with neceffaries for fach a journey.
At his arrival there he went direétly to his old friend
Mauritio Cataxeo, who received him in fach a manner, as
" entirely to obliterate for fome time the remembrance of
the fatigue and uneafinefs he had undergone. He was not
only welcomed by Casaneo, but the whole city of Rome
feemed to rejoice at the prefence of fo extraordinary s
jerfon : He‘was vifited by Princes, Cardinals, Prelates,

# Agn.JEt 34,
and
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aud by all the leamned in genersl. Bt the defire of re~
vifiting his native coustry, and-feging-his fifter Cormia,
foon .mpde him soeafy in this fimstieu.. Hle lok his
friend Maxritio Cajames one evening, withont giviag
him notice, and, beginning his journey op foot, assived
by night at the sonataius of ¥elatri, where he took up
his lodging with fome fhepberds: the next masniag,
difguifing himfelf in the habit of ane of thofe people,
be continued his way,. and in four-days sime reached
Gaiste alookk fpent with fasigue ; here he embarked on
board a veflel bound for Serrsato, at which place he ap-
vived in fafety the mext day. He entesed the city and
went dire@ly to his filter’s houfe: fhe was a widow, and
the ‘two fons, fhe had by her hufband, being at that
time abfent, Tafo found her with only fome of her fe-
male attendanss, He advanced towards hes, withoot
difeovering himfelf, and pretending he came with news
from her brother, gave her a letter which he had pre-
pared for that purpofe. This letter informed her thes -
‘her brothes's life was in: great danger, and that he
bepged ber to make ufe of all the iatereft her tendernefs
might fuggeft to her, in order to procure letters' of re~
commendation frem fome powerful perfon to avert the
threatoned misfortune, For further particulars of the --
affair, he was referred to the meflenger who brought
ber this intelligence. The lady, terrified at the news,
carneftly entreated him o give-her a detail of her Bro-
ther’s misfortnae. The frigned meflenger then gave
her fo interefling an account of the pretended flory, that,.
vasble to contain her affliction, fhe fainted away. Tafe
. . was
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was fenfibly touched at this convincing proof of his
fifter’s affetion, -aad - repented that he had gone fo far <
he began to comfort' her, and, removing her-fears by
little and little, at laft difcovered himfelf to her. - Her
joy at feeing a brother,. whom fhe ‘tenderly loved, was
mexpfeﬂible after the firlt falutations were over, the
was very defirous to know the occafion of his. difguifing
himfelf in that manner. Taf acquainted her with his
reafons, and, at the fame time, giving her to under:
ftand, that he woald willingly remain with her mknown
to the world, Cormelia, who defired nothing fisrther
than to acquiefce in his pleafure, fent for her childred
and fome of her neareft relations, whom fhe thought
might be -entrufted with the fecret. “They agreed that
7aff6 thould pafs for a relation of theirs, who came from
. Bergamo to Naples upon his private bufinefs, and from
thence had come to Sorrento to pay them a vifit. After
this precaution, 7. qfo took up his refidence at his fifter’s .
houfe, where he lived for fome time in tranquillity, en=
tertaining himfelf with his two nephews Aatomis and
dleflandro Serfale, children of great-hopes. He conti-
nued not long in this repofe before he reteived repeated
letters from the Princefs Leonora of Eff2, who was ac.”
quainted with the place of his retreat, to retusrn to Fer-
rara: he refolved to obey the fummons, and teck leave
of his filter, telling her he was going to return a volun—
tary prifoner. In.his way he pafled through Rome,
where thaving been detained- fome time with a dange-
rous fever, he repaired from thence to Farrara, in com-
.- . .~ .. . . Pa,ny




THE LIFE QF TASSO.  alii

pany with Gualingo, Embaflador from the Duke to the
Pope.

Concerning the motive of Zafo’s return to Ferrara,
Authors do not altogether agree : fome declare that;
foon wearied of living in obfcurity, and growing impa-
tient to retrieve the Duke’s favour, he had refolved, of
his own accord, to throw himfelf on that Prince’s genes
rofity : this opinion feems indeed drawn frem Tafe’s
own words, in a letter written by him to the Duke of
Urbino, in which he declares ¢ that he had endeavoured
** 10 make his peace with the Duke, and had for that
¢ purpofe written feverally to him, the Datchefs of Fer-
“ rara, the Dutchefs of Urbino, and the Princefs Leonoras
“ yet never received any anfwer bat from the laft, who
* affured him it was not in her power to render him any
“ fervice.” We fee here that Z4/b acknowledges hxm-
felf the receipt of a letter from the Princefs, and in re‘
gard to what he fays to be the parport of it, it is hlgh-
ly reafonable to fippofe, that he would be very cautious
of divulging the real contents to the Duke of Urino,
when his affairs with that Lady were fo delicately cir-
comftanced. 'This apparent care to conceal the naturé
of his correfpondence with her feems to corroborate the
former fuppofitions of his uncommon attachment to her 3
and when all circumftances are confidered, we believe it
will appear more than probable that he returned to Fer-
rara at the particular injun&ion of Leonora.

The Duke received Taf6 with great feeming fanf
fadtion, and gave bim frefh marks-of his efteem : but -
dua was-Rot all that Tafb expeted ;' his great defire way'
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to be mafter of his own works, and he was very earmeflf
that his writings might Le reflored to him which were
in the Duke’s poflefion, -but this was what he could by-
1o means obfain : his enemies had gained fuch an afcen-
deacy over.the mind of Ajpbonfo, that they made hira
believe, or presend to believe, that the poet had lo all
his fire, and that in his prefent fituation he was inca-
pable of producing any thing new, or of correting his
-poems : He therefore exhorted him to think only of
leading a quict and eafy life for the future: but Faffe
was fenfibly vexed at this proceeding, and:believed the
Duke wanted him entirely to relinquith his fludies, and
- jpafs the remainder of his days in idlenefs and obkurity.
¢ He would endeavoar” (fays he in his letter to the
Duke of Urbins) * to make me a fhameful deferter of
“ Parnaffus for the gardens of Epicurus, for fcenes of
« pleafure unknown to Virgil, Catulles, Horace, and
¢ even Lucretius himfelf.” -

" Taffo reiterated his entreaties to have bis writings re-
flored to him, but the Duke continued infexible, and,
to compleat our poet’s vexation, all accefs to the Prin- -
ceffes was denied him : fatigued at length with ufeles
remonftrances, he once more quitted Ferrara, and fled
(as he exprefles it himfelf) like another Bias, leaving
behind him even his books and manufripts.

He then went to Mastua, where he found Duke Gu-
gliehno in a decrepid age, and little difpofed to prote&
him againft the Duke of Ferrara : The Prince Pincentid
Gonzaga received bim indeed with great careffes, bue
was too young to take him ander his protetion. From

thence
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shence he went to Padua and Fenive, but carrying with:
him in every part his fears of the Duke of Ferrgra, he
at laft had recourfe to the Duke of Urbiar *, who
fhewed him great kindnefs, but perhaps was very little
inclined to embroil himfelf with his brother-in-law, ot
fuch an account : he advifed ¥'2/6 rather to retarn to Fer=
rara, which counfel he took, refolving once morg to trr
his fortune with the Duke.

Abbonfs, it may be, exafperated at Taps’s flight,
and pretending to believe that application to ftudy had
entirely difordered his underftanding, and that a fri&
segimen was neceflary to reftore him to his former ftate,
caufed him to be Rri&ly confined in the Hofpital of St.
Anse.  Taffo tried every method to foften the Duke and
ebtain his liberty 5 but the Duke coldly anfivered thole
who applied to him, ¢ that inftead of concerning them-.
¢ felves with the complaints of a perfon in his condition,
¢ who was very little .capable -of judging for his own
“ good, they ought rather to exhort him patiently
“ to fubmit to fuch yemedies, as were judged propes
¢ for his circumftances.”

This confinement threw Ta/% into the deepeft defpair ;
be abandoned himfelf to his misfortanes, and the me-’
thods that were made ufe of for the cure ofhis pretend-
ed maduefs had nearly thrown him into an abfolute de<
fifam. His imagioation was fa difturbed that he be-
lieved the caufe of his diftemper was nat patural ; he
fomct’ mes fancied hintfelf haunted by a fpirit that oon,

'Ann.lEt.sq . mn
A tin »



xlsi THE LIFE OF TASSO:

tinvally difordered his books and papers; and thefe
firange notions were perhaps ftrengthened by the tncks
that were played him by his keeper. :
This fecond confinement of Ta/6 was much longer
than the firt. He applied in vain to the Pope, the Em-
reror, and all the powers of Itafy, to obtain his liberty :
*ll, at.laft, after feven years imprifonment, he gained
what he fo ardently withed for, ir the following manner.
Ce/ar of Efié having brought his new fpoufe, Fi-ginia
of Medicis, to Ferrara, all the relations of that illuftrious
houfe affembled together on the occafion, and nothing
was feen in the whole city but feflivals and rejoicings..

Vincentio Gonzaga, Prince of Mantua, pacticularly dif- -
tinguithed him{elf among the great perfonages then at

the Duke’s court. This nobleman interceded fo earneft-
ly with dipbonfo for Tg/fs’s liberty, that he at Jait obtain-
ed it *, and carried him with him to Mamua, where he

lived with him, fometime after the death of Duke Gug- ]

lielmo, highly favoured.

It is f2id that the young Priace, who was patarally-
gay, being defirous to authorife his pleafures by the ex—
ample of a philofopher, intraduced one day into Ta/e's
company three fifters to fing and -play upon inftraments:.
thefe ladies were all very handfome, but not of the moth
rigid virtue. After fome thort difcourfe, he told Zafs,,
that he fhould take two of them away and would leave
one behind, and bade him take his choice. . Tafe
anfwered:  that it coft Paris very dear to give the
“ preference to one of the Goddeffes, and therefore,

® Ann, £t 4:.
* with
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« with his,permiflion, he defigped to retain the three.”
The Prince tdok him at his word and departed; when
Taffo, “after a litle converfation, difmifled them all
hand(ﬁmely with prefents.

At laft weary of living in a continual flate of depen-
dence, he refolved to retire to Naples and endeavour to
recover his mother’s jointure which had been feized upon
by her relations when he went into exile with his father
Bersards.  ‘This appeared the only means to place him
in the condmon of life he fo much defired. He applied
1o his fnends and, having procured favourable letters
to the Vice-roy, he took leave of the Duke of Mantva
and repajred to Bergamo ®,- where he ftayed fome time,
and from thence went to Naples .

While T4/ continued at Naples, dmdmg his txmc
between his fudies and the profecunon of his Jaw-fuit,,
the -young Count of Palna, by whom he was highly.
efteemed, pexfuaded him to take ap his refidence with
bim for fome time: bat in this affair he had not con-_
fulted the Prince of Comca his father, who, though he
had a valne for T2, yet could not approve of his fon’s
receiving into his houfe the only perfon that remained’
of a family once devoted to the Prince of Salerno. A
contention being likely to enfue, on this account, be-
twixt the father and fon, 7af%, with his ufual good-
nefs of difpofition, to remove all occafion of difpate,
withdrew from Nap/es, and retired to Bifaccis §, with
his frierd Man/s, in whofe company he llved fome time
with great tranquillny

* Ann, ZEt. 43
1+ Ann, &Et. 44. i Ann, &t 435, I :
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fn this place Manfo had an opportunity to examine
the fingular effe@ts of 92/6"s melancholy; and often
difpated with Kim concerning a familiar Spirit, which
he pretended go_conyerfe with. Manfo endeavoured: in
vain to perfuade his friend that the whole was the illa-
fion of a difturbed imagination: but the latter was ftre.
-nuous in' maintaining’ the reality of what he afferted ;
and, to convince Manfs, defired him to be prefent at
one of thofe myfterious converfations.. Manfs ‘had the
complaifance to meet him next diy, and while they
were engaged in diftourfe, on a fudden he bbferved that
. Taffo kept his eyes fixed upon 2 window, and remained
i a manmer immoveable ; - he called him by his- tame
feveral times, but received o anfwer : at laft T cried
out, ‘¢ There'is the fiiendly fpirit who is come to-con-
¢ verfe with me: look, and" you will be convinced of
¢ the truth of all that I have faid.” Man/o heard him
with furprize, he looked, but 4faw nothing except the
fun-beams darting through the window : he caft kis eyes’
all over the room, but could perceive nothing, and was
Jjuft going to afk where the pretended fpirit was, when
he heard Taflo fpeak with great earneftnefs, fometimes'
putting queftions to the fpirit, and fometimes giving'
anfwers, delivering the whole in fuch a pleafing man-
mer, and with {fuch elevated expreflions, that he lifténed
with admiration, and had not the leaft inclination to in-
terrupt him. At laft this uncommon convérfation end-
«d with the departure of the {pirit, as appeared by Tafl's
words, who turning towards Man/o, atked him if his

doubts were removed.  Man/o was.more amvazed than
every
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¢ver, he foarce knew what to think of his friend’s fitua~
tion, and.waved any furtler converfation on the fubje@.
At the approach of winter they returned to Naples,.
when the Prince of Palena again prefled Taff to refide
with him ; but Tafi, who judged it highly enadvifable
to comply with this requeft, refalved to retire to Reme,
and wait there the iffie of kis Jaw-Tuit. He lived in
that city about a year in high efteem with Pope Sexrus V, .
when beiug invited to Flerzace by Fendixawdd Grand Duke
of Fufkeny,. who had beea Cardinal at Reme, when Tafe
fisft refided’ there;. and who now employed the Pope’s-
intereft to prooure a vifit from him : he cou!d mot with-
fland fuch folicitatiors, but went to Floreyes, where he
met with 2 molt gracious recption ®*. Yet not all the
careffes be received: at the Duke’s court, nor all the pro«
mifes of that Prince, could overcome his love for his
native country, or leffen the ardent defire he had to lead
a retired and indcpendent life. He therefore took his
leave of the Grand Duke; who would have loaded him
with prefenty, but La/6, as ufual, could be prevailed
apon $0 accept of no more than was neceflary for his
prefent occafions.  He retwarnied to Naples by the way of
Resse +, and the old Prince of Cencit dying: about this
time, the young Count of Palena prevailed upon Tafs,
by the mediation of Man/s, to accept of an apartment in
his palace. Here he applied himfolf to a correftion of
his-JeRUsALEM, or rather to compofe a new work en-
trled Jerusarem Conqueren, which he had begua -

® Ann, fEt. 46 t An&..‘lt. 47 .
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daring his firlt refidence at Naples. The Prince of Conca,
being jealous left any oue fhould deprive him of the poet:
and poem, caufed bim to be fo narrowly watched that
Taffo :obferved it, and, being difpleafed at fuch a pro-
ceeding, left the Prince’s palace and retired to his friend
Manfo’s, where he lived mafter of himfelf and his aionss
yet he fill continued upoa good terms with the Prince
of Conca.

In a fhort time after he publithed his JerusarLem
ConqQuerep, which Poem, as a Fremch writer ob-
ferves ®, ¢ is a fufficient proof of the injuftice of. the
“ criticifms that had been paffed upon his JerusaLEM
"~ ¢ Dgriverep; fince the JerusarLem Cono\ysun,
¢ in which he endeavoured to conform himfelf to the
«<-tafte of his critics, was not received with the fame
“ approbation as the former poem, where he had en-
# tirely given himfelf up to the enthufialm of his ge-
“ nius.” He had likewife defigned a third corre@ion of
the fame poem, which, as we are informed, was to
have been partly compounded of the JerusaLem Ds-
Livexep and CONQUERED ; but this work was never.
compleated. The above cited author remarks, ‘¢ that
“ in all probability, this laft performance would not
¢ have equalled the firft :* and indeed our poet feems
to owe his fame to the JerusarLEM DgrivERED, the
fecond poem upon that fubjet being little known.

Man/7’s garden commanded a full profpe& of the fea:
Taffe and his friend being one day in a fummer-houfe

® Vie du Tafle, 2 Amflerdam 3693, .
e : with
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with Scipio Belprato, Manfe’s brother-in-law, obferviag
the waves agitated with a furious florm, Balprate faid,
¢ that he was aftonifhed at the ratbnefs amd Tolly of meni
«* who would expofe themfelves to the rage of fo merci-
% lefs an element, where fuch numbers had fuffcred
¢ fhipwreck.” ¢ And yet” (faid Taff) “ we cvery
* night go without fear to bed where fo many die everjp
“* hour. Believe me, death will find us in all parts,
“ and thofe places, that appear the letift expofed, o
< not always the moft fécurt from his aetacks,®

" While T4 lived with his friend Manfs, Cardina
Hippolito Aldobrandini fucceeded to the papacy by the
name of Clement VIII. His two nephews Gimbio and
Pietro Aldobrandini were created Cardinals: the firf}
afterwards called the Cardinal of S8t Gerge; was thé
eldeft, a great patron of fcience, and a favburer of
learncd men ¢ ‘he had known Tafs | when he refided litt
at Rome, and had the greateﬁ eﬂeem for him; and now
fo carneflly invited him to Romz, that he could pot re
fufe, but once more nbaadoned his pmefal mu EY
Naples, =

The confines of the Eeeleﬁahal Rmbu;g mﬁ:ihgl
-with Banditti, travellers, for fecority, go sogether ip
large companies. 72fb joined himfelf to one of thefe ;
but when they came within fight of Me/a, a litile town
‘near Gaieta, they received intelligence that Sciarra, a
famouns Captain of robbers, was near .at hand wnh a
great body of ‘men. Faf was of opinion that they
‘fhould continue their journey and endeavour to defeqd
themfelves if attacked : however, this advice was ov

You. L b -l
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ruled, and they threw themiclves for fafety into Make,

in which place they remained for fome time in a manner

blocked up by Sciarra. But this outlaw, hearing that

9aff was one of the company, fent a meffage to affure

him that he might pafs in fafety, and offered himfelf to
condu& him wherever he pleafed. Tafo returned him
thanks, but declined accepting the offer, not chafing,
perhaps, to rely on the word of a perfon of -fuch cha-
salter, Sciarra, upon this, fent a fecond meflage, by
which he informed Tafs, that, upon his account, he
would withdraw his men, and leave the ways open.
He acoordingly did fo, and 4/ continuing his journey,
arrived without any accident at Rome, where he was
moft gracioufly welcomed by the two Cardinals and the
Pope himfelf. Taf6 applied himfelf in a particular
‘manner to Cardinal Gyatbie, who had been the means of
his coming to Reme, yet he neglefied not to make his
court to Cardinal Jldobrandini, and he very frequently
converfed with both of them. One day the swo Cardi-
als held an affembly of feveral Prelates to confult,
-amongft other things, of fome method to put a ftop to
‘the licenfe of the Pafquinades. Qne propofed that Pa/:
gmc’shmeﬂzouldbebmhnwyneuandcaﬂmto&g
yiver. But 7af’s opinion being afked, he faid, * it
¢ would be much more prudent to let it remain where
« it was, for otherwife from the fragments of the Ra-

“s¢ tye would be bred an infinite nuniber of frogs on the
“e¢ banks of the Tyber, that wonld never ceafe to croak
¢ day and night,”” The Pope, to whom Cardinal Ald-

drandini related what had pafled, .interrogated Tafe

upos
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upon the fubje.  * It is true, Holy Father,” (faid he)
* fuch was my opinion; and I fhall add moreover,
¢ that if your holinefs would filence Pa/gain, the only
% way is to put fuch people in employments as may
¢ give no occafion to any libels or difaffe&ed difcourfe.”

At laft, being again difgufted with the life of a coar-

tier, he obtained permiffion to retire to Naples to profes
cute his law-fuit *. At his arrival there, he took up
is lodging in the Convent of St. Severin with the fa
thers of St. Bemedi?z.
" Thus was Taf% once more in a ftate of tranquillity
and retirement, % highly agreeable to his difpofition,
when Cardinal Cyssbio again found means to recall him,
by prevailing on the Pope to give him the honour of
beiag folemnly crowned with laurel in the Capitol.
‘Though Taffo himfelf was not in the leaft defirous of fach
pomp,. yet he yiclded to the perfuafion of others, par-
ticularly of his dear friend Manfs, to whom he protefed
that he went merely at his earneft defire, not with any
expeQation of the promifed triumph, which he had a fe-
cret prefage would never be. He was greatly affelled
at parting from Max/o, and took his leave of him as of
one he fhonld never fee again,

In his way he pafled by Mount Caffo to pay his de-
votion to the relicks of St. Bemedi@, for whom he had
a particular veneration. - He fpent the feftival of Chrifts
mas in that monaftery, and from thence repaired to
Rome, where he arrived in the beginning of the year
1595 4. He was met at the entrance of that city by

® Agm JEt, 50, + Aan, &Et. gte
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miriy prelasos snd perfons of diflin&tion, and was after~
wards intraduced, by the two Cardinals Gyarbio and
Pictre, -to the prefence of the Pope, who was pleafed
to tell him, ¢ that his wesit wauld add as much honour
¢ to the lairel ke was going t0 receive, a3 that crowa
$¢ had formoly given te thofs on whem it had hitherio
# been beflowads”

- Nothing was now thought of but the approaching lb.
lclmutyx orders were given to. decorate not only the
Pope’s palace and the Capitol, but all the principaj
Breots -chrough whick the procefion was te pals.  Yet
Saffo sppeared hitdle. maved ;with. thele preparations,
which he (M woukd be-in-vain :. and: being fhewn 2
“fonnetcompofed 1ipon the ogeafion by his relation Hersok
Tofs, he anfwered by. the following verfe of Seseca @

Magag‘ita verba mors propé admota excutits

H» prefages were, but too trye, for, while they waited
for. faiz weather ta celebrate the foleoanity, Carding]
Gnehia fell il), and continued for fome timg indifpofed :
#nd, & foon as the Cardinal began to recover, Taffo |
‘hirofelf was feized wnh his laft ficknefs. 1

Though he had only completed bis ﬁfty-ﬁrﬁ year,
bis fydles and misfortunes had brought on a prematare
old age. Bc;ng perfuaded tha; bis end was a.yproachmg, |
he refolysd to fpend the few days he had yet to live in
the monafiery of St. Osupbriws: He was carried thither
in Cardinal Guashie's coach, and received with the ut-
woft tendernefs by the prior and brethren of that order,
His dlﬁempcr was now fo far mcreafcd and lns frength

.- . i fo

(.
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fo exhaufted, that a}l kind of medicine praved ineffettual-
* On the tenth of April he was taken with a violent fever,
occafioned perhaps by having eat fome milk, a kind of
aliment he was particularly fond of. His life now feem~
¢d in imminent danger, the moft famqus Phyficians in
Rome tried 3]l their art, but in vain,. to relieve him : he
grew worfe and worfe every day ; Rinaldini, the Pope’s
Phyfician and T4fé’s intimate friend, baving informed
kim that his.la§ hour was near at hand, T2/ embraced
him tenderly, and with a compofed countenance return<
ed him thanks for his tidings ; then looking up to Hear
ven, he ¢ acknowledged the goadnefs of Gop, whe
 was at lalt pleafed to bring him fafe into port after fo
* logg a florm.” From that time his mind femed en-
tirely difentangled from earthly affairs : he reccived the
facrament in the chapel of the monaflery, being condu&-
¢d thither by the brethren. When he was brought back
to his chamber, he was afked where he withed to be in-
terred; he anfwered in the church of St. Onuphrius3
and being defired to leavé fome memorial of his will in
writing, and to di&ate himfelf the Epitaph that thould
be engraven on his tomb ; he fmiled and faid, “ that
“ in regard to the frit, he had little worldly goods to
¢ leave, auod as to the fecond, a plain Rone would fuf*
“ fice to cover him.” Heleft Cardinal Cynthio his heir,
and defired that his own pi&ture might be given to Gio-
wanni Baptifia Manfa, which had been drawn by his di-
re@tion. At length having attained the fourteenth day
of his illnefs, he received the extreme untion. Cardi-
%al Gynghia hearing that he was at the laft extremity
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came to vifit him, and brought him the Pope’s benedic-
tion, a grace never conferred in this manner but om
Cardinals and perfons of the firft diftinQion. Taf6 ac-
kihowledged this honour with great devotion and humi~
lity, and faid, * that this was the crown he came to
“ reccive at Rome.” The Cardinal having afked him,
if he had any thing further to defire, he replied, * the
*¢ only favour he had now to beg of him, was, that he
¢ would colle@ together the copies of all his works
4 (particularly his JerusarLzm Deriverep, which he
 efteemed moft imperfe@) and commit them to the
“flames ; this tak, he confefled, might be foand
‘ fomething difficult, as thofe pieces were difperfed
#¢ abroad in fo many different places, but yet he trafted
4t it would not be found altogether impra&icable.”
He was fo earneft in this requeft that the Cardinal, une
willing to difcompofe him by a refufal, gave him fuch
a doubtful anfwer as led him to believe that his defire
would be complied with. Tafe then requefting to be
left alone, the Cardinal took his farewel of him with
tears in his eyes, leaving with him his Confeflfor and
{ome of the brethren of the monaftery, In-this condi-
tion he continued all night, and till the middle of next
day the 25th of 4pril, being the feftival of St. Mark,
when finding himfelf fainting, he embraced his Cracifix,
uttermg thefe words : Ju manus tuas, Domine — but ex-
pired before he coald finifh the fentence.

Taoffo was tall and well fhaped, his complexion fair,
but rather pale through ficknefs and ftudy ; the hair of

his head was of a chefnut colour, but that of his-beard
fomewhat
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fomewhat lighter, thick and buthy ; his forehead fquare
and high, his head large, and the fore part of it, toy
wards the end of his life, altogether bald : his eyebrows
were dark; his eyes full, piercing, and of a clear bluc ;
his nofe large, his lips thin, his teeth well fet and white;
his neck well proportioned, his breaft full, his fhoulders
broad, and all his limbs more finewy than flethy. His
voice was firong, clear, and folemn ; be fpoke with de.
liberation, and generally reiterated his laft words : he
feldom laughed, aud never to excefs. He was very ex-
pert in the exercifes of the body. In his oratory he ufed
little aQion, and rather pleafed by the beauty and force
of his expreffions, than by the graces of gefture and
utterance, that compofe fo great a part of elocutién,
Such was the exterior of /s : as to his mental quali-
ties, he appears to have had a great genius, and a fogl
elevated above the common rank of mankind. It is faid
of him, that there never was a fcholar more humble, a
wit more devout, or a m more amiable in fociety.
Never fatisfied with his works, even when they render-
ed his name famous throughout the world ; always fatis-
fied with his condition, even when he wanted every
thing ; entirely relying on Providence and his friends 3
without malevolence towards his greateft enemies ; only
withing for riches that he might be ferviceable to gthers,
and making a fcruple to receive or keep any thing him-
felf that was not abfolutely neceflary. So blamelefs and
regular a life could not but be ended by a peaceable
dsath, which carried him off Aax. 1595, in the fifty-
fecond year of his age. o

: .

&
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" He was buried the fame evening without pomp, ac-
tording to his defire, in the church of St. Onupbrius,
and his body was covered with a plain flone. Cardinal
Cynthio had purpofed to ere& a magnificent monument
-to his memory, but this defign was fo long prevented
by ficknefs and other accidents, that, ten years after,
Manfo coming to Rome, went to vifit his friend’s remaias,
und 'would have taken on himfelf the care of building
‘a‘tomb to'him; but this Cardinal Cynthio would by no
means ‘permit, having determined himfelf to pay that
‘duty to ¥afo. However Manfo prevailed fo far as to
have the following wotds engraven on ‘the ftone.

"HIC IACET TORQVATVS TASSVS..

Cardinal Cymbio dymg withent_putting his defign in
extcutnén, Cardinal Bowifacio Bevilacqua, of an illof-
“trious family of Ferrara, canfed a ftately fepulchre to be
ereted, in the church of St. Onupbrius, over the re-
" mains of 2 Man whofe’ works had made all other mo-
" pume nts ﬂ:perﬂuous.
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JERUSALEM DELIVERED:
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BOOK I

THE ARGUMENT.

Tbe Chriftians, baving afimbled a wafi army, wnder
different leaders, for the recovery of Jerufalem. from 1ha
Saracens, after various fucceffes, encamped in the plaing
of Tortofa.  At.this time the aflion of the Poem beginsi
GOD fends bis Angel to .the camsp, and conmmand
Godfrey to fummon a Council of .the Chicfs, The
Affembly meets.  Godfrey, awith univerfal confent; is
elected Commander in Chicf of all the Chriftian Fercess
He reviews the army. The different nations defesibed,
The names and qualities of the leaders. The army be-
gins its march towards Jerufalem. Aladine, King of
Jerufalem, alarmed at the progrefi of the Chriftians,
makes preparation for the defence of the ’C'ily.'

RMS, and the Chief I fing, whofe righteons hands
Redeem’d the tomb of Curisr from impious
‘bands ; :
‘Who much in council, much in field fuftain’d,
Till juft fuccefs his glorious labours gain'd :
In vain the Pow’rs of Hell oppos’d his caurfe, ¢
And 4fa’s atms, and Lybia’s mingledfarce; . |
Vor,I, B. Heav’n
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Heav'n blefs'd his ftandard, and beneath his care
Reduc’d his wand'’ring partners of the war.
O facred Mufe! who ne’er, in Zda’s thade,

With fading laurels deck’ft thy radiant head ; 10
But fi'ft enthron’d with ftars immortal crown’d,

Where blifsful choirs their hallow’d ftrains refound ;
Do thou enflame me with celeftial fire,

Aflit my labours, and my fong infpire:
Forgive me, if with truth [ fition join, 15
And grace the verfe with other ¢harms than thine.
Thou know'ft, the world with eager tranfport throng
Where fweet Parsaffus breathes the tuneful fong ;
That truth can oft, in pleafing ftrains convey'd,
Allure the fancy, and the mind perfuade. 20
Thus the fick infant’s tafte difguis'd to meet,

We tinge. the.veflel’s brim with juices fweet ;

Meantime the bitter dsaught his lip receives:;

He drinks deceiv’d, and fo deceiv'd he lives,

. Thou great dlphonfo! who from Fortune’s pow's 25
Haft fafely brought me to the peaceful fhore;

When, like a wand’rer, o’er the feas I pafs’d

Amid the threat'ning rocks and wat’ry wafte;
Vouchfafe, with fmiles, my labours to furvey,

Thefe votive lines to thee the Mufes pay. 30
Some futare time may teach my loftier lays,

To fing thy ations and record thy praife :

If e’er the Chriflian Pow'rs their firife forbear,

And join their forces for a nobler war ;

With fteeds and veflels pafs to diftant Thrace, 35
o gain their conquefts from a barb’rous race ;
- To
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To thee the fway of earth they muft refign,
Or, if thou rather chufe, the fea be thine:
Meauwhile, to rival Godfrey’s glorious name,
dAttend, and rouze thy foul to martial fame,

Five times his rolling courfe the year had rua-
Since firft the Chriffian pow’ss the war begun :
By fierce affault, already Nice they held ;

And made, by firatagem, proud Antiech yield :

40

There, with undaunted hearts, maintain’d their poft, 45

Agaioft the numbers of the Perflax hoft.
Torto/a won, the wintry months appear
And clofe the conquefts of the glorious year,
The feafon, that oppos’d the victor’s force,
Began to yield to fpring’s benignant courfe ;
When now th’ Etesnal, from his awful height,
Enthron’d in pureft rays of heav’nly light;
(As far remov’d above the Rarry fpheres,
As Hell’s foundations from the diftant ftars)
Caft on the fubje& world his piercing eyes,
And view’d at once the feds, the earth, and fkies ;
He turn'd his looks intent on Syria’s lands,
And mark’d the Leaders of the Cériflian bands ;
No fecret from his fearching eye conceal’d,
But all their bofoms to his view reveal’d.
Godfrey he fees, who barns with zeal to chace
From Sion’s walls the Pagans’ impious race ;
And, while religious fires his breaft inflame,
Defpifes worldly empire, wealth and fame.
Far other {chemes in Baldwin next he views,
Whofe reftlefs heart ambition’s track purfues,

50

55

65

B2. Tan:rea
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S ancred he fees his life no longer prize,
Th’ infenfate vi&tim of 2 woman’s eyes'!
Bamond he marks, intent to fix his reign
In Antiock’s town, his new acquird domain ; 20
‘With laws and arts the people to improve,
And teach the worthip of the Pow’rs above +
And while thefe thoughts-alene his foul divide,
“The Prince is loft to-ev’ry care befide.
He then beholds in young Rinalds’s breaft, s
A wailike mind that fcorn’d ignoble reft : '
Ner hopes of gold.or pow’r the youth enflame,
But facred thirft of never-dying fame :
From Guelphs’s lips, with kindling warmth, he hears
‘The Ancients’ glory, and.their deeds reveres. 8¢

“When now the Sov’reign of the world had feen
*The cares and-aims below of mortal men ;
He call’'d on Gabrizl, from th’-Angelic race,
‘Who held in glorious rank the fecond place ; '
A faithful nunciate from the throne above, ) .85
Divine interpreter of heav’nly love !
He bears the mandate from.the realms of light,
And wafts our.pray’rs before:th’ Almighty’s fight,

To him th’ Eternal : Speed thy rapid way,
And thus to Godfrey’s eax our words convey: . go
‘Why this-negle®? Why linger thus the bands
To free Ferufalem from impious hands ?
Let him to council bid the chiefs repair,
There rouze the tardy to pusfue the war-:
‘The pow’r fupremie on him they fhall beftow, 05
1 hese ele him for my. chief below

) . The
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The reft fhall to his fway fubmiflive yield,
€Companions once, now fubjefts in the field.
He faid; and ftraic with zsalous ardor preft,

Gabriel prepares t’ obey his Lord’s beheft. ¥0O
He cloaths his heav’nly form with =ther light,

And makes it vifible to human fight;

In fhape and limbs like one of earthly race,

But brightly fhining with celettial grace :

A youth he feem’d, in manhood’s rip’ning years, 103
Oa the fmooth cheek when firft the down appears ;
Refulgent rays his beauteous locks enfold ; -
White are bis nimble wings, and edg’d with gold :
With thefe thro’ winds and clouds he cuts his way,
Flies o’er the land, and &kima along the fea. tQ
Thus flood th* Angelic pow’r, prepar’d for flight,

Then inftant dasrted from: th’ empyreal height ;

Dire& to Lebaxon his courfe he bent,

There clos’d his wings, 4nd. made his firft delcont;
"Thence with precipitated haké he flew, R TT
Till now Torte/a’s plains appear’d in view.

The chearful fun his ruddy progrefs held,
Part rais’d above the waves and part conceal’d :
Now Godfrey, as accuftom’d, rofe to pay

His pure devotions with the morning ray ; 120
When from the Eaft, more dazzling than the fun,
Th’ Angelic form appeard, and thus begun, .

Behold once more return’d the vernal year,
The with’d-for feafon to renew. the war : .
What, Godfrey, now withholds the Chriffian bands 125
Ta free Ferufalem from impious hands ?
B 3 Go,
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Go, to the council ev’ry chief invite,
And to the pious tafk their fouls incite.
Heav’'n makes thee Gen’ral of his hoft below,
The reft fubmiffive to thy rule fhall bow. 130
Difpatch’d from Gob’s eternal throne I came,
To bring thefe tidings in his awful name :
O think ! what zeal, what glory now demands
From foch -a hoft committed to thy Irands!
He ceas’d; and ceafing, vanifh’d from his fight 135
To the pure regions of his native light:
While, with his wosds and radiant looks amaz’d,
The pious Godfrey long in filence gaz'd.
But when his firlt farprize and wonder fled,
He ponder’d all the heav’nly Vifion faid. 140
" What.ardor thém poflefs’d his fwelling mind
To end the war, his glorious tafk afign’d!
Yet ns ambitious thoughts his breaft enflame
(Tho’ fingled thus from ev’ry earthly name) -
But with his zeal his Maker’s will confpires, - 145
And adds new fewel to his native fires.
Then ftrait the heralds round with fpeed he fends
To call the council of his warlike friends ;
Each word employs the fleeping fire to raife,
And wake the foul to deeds of martial praife : 150
So well his rezfons and his pray’rs were join’d,
As pleas’d at once, and won the vanquith’d mind.
The Leaders came, the fubje@-troops obey’d,
And Bamond only from the fummons ftay’d.
Part wait without encamp’d (a num’rous band) 155
While part Torfe/a in her walls detain'd, .
An
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And now the mighty Chiefs in council fate,

(A glorious fynod!) at the grand debate;

When, rifing in the midft, with awful look,

And pleafing voice, the pious Godfrey fpoke. 160

Ye facred warsiors! whom th’ Almighty Pow’r

Sele@ts his pure religion to reftore,

And fafe has led, by his preferving hand,

Thro’ florms at fea, and treach’rous wiles by land,

What rapid courfe our conq’ring arms have rua ! r6s

‘What rebel lands to his fubje&ion won !

How o’er the vanquifh'd nations fpread the fame

Of his dread enfigns, and his holy name!

Yet, not for this we left our natal feats ;

Aud the dear pledges of domeftic fweets ; 170

On treach’rous feas the rage of forms to dare,

And all the perils of a foreign war!

For this, an end unequal to your arms,

Nor bleeds the combat nor the conqueft charms :

Not fuch reward your matchlefs labours claim, 17§

Barbarian Kingdoms, and ignoble fame !

Far other prize our pious toils muft crown ;

We fight to conquer Sion’s hallow’d town ;

To free from fervile yoke the Chriffian train,

Opprefs'd fo long in flav’ry’s galling chain ; 180

Tofound in Paiefline a regal feat,

Where piety may find a fafe retreat ;

Where none the pilgrim’s zeal fhall more oppofe,

T’ adore the tomb, and pay his grateful vows.

PFull many dang’rous trials have we known, 185

But little honour all our toils have won: . _
“B 4 : Our



8 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. BETI.

Our purpofe loft, while indolent we flay,

Or turn the force of arms a diff’rent way.

Why gathers Europe fuch a hoft from far,

And kindles Afia with the flames of war?~ ~ 1go

Lo! all th’ event our mighty deeds have fhown —

Not kingdoms rais’d, but kihgdoms ovetthrown !

Who thinks an empire ’midft his foes to found,

With countlefs Infidels encompafs’d round ;

Where prudence little hopes fiom Grecian lands, 165

And diftant lie remov’d the weftern bands,

Infenfate furely plans his future doom,

And rafhly builds his own untimely tomb,

The Turks and Perfians routed, Antioch won,

‘Are gallant adts, and challenge due renown. 200

Thele were not ours, but wrought by him whofe hand

With fuch fuccefs has crown’d our favour’d band.

But if, forgetful of that aid divine,

. We turn thefe bleflings from their firlt defign ;

Th® Almighty giver may forfake our name, = 2o

And nations round revile our former fame.

Forbid it, Heav'n! fuch favours fhould be loft,

And vainly lavifh’d on a thanklefs hott.

All great defigns to one great period tend,

And ev’ry part alike refpeds its end.. : 210

Th’ aufpicious feafon bids the war proceed ;

The country open, and the paffes freed ;

Why march we not with {peed to reach the town,.

"The prize decreed our conqu’ring arms to crown ¥

To what I now proteft, ye Chiefs ! give ear, 215

(The prefent times, the future age fhall hear ; "
' T
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The hoft of faints be witnefs from above)
The time is ripe the glorious tafk to prove.
The longer paufe we make, our hopes are lefs,
Delays may change our now affur’d fuccefs.
My mind fortells, if long our march is ftaid,
Sion will gain from Egypt pow’rful aid.

He ceas’d ; a murmur at his words enfu’d :
When from his feat the hermit Peter ftood :
Who fate with Princes their debates to fhare ;
The holy author of the pious war.

What Godfrey fpeaks with ardor I approve,
Such obvious trath muft ev’ry bofom move :
"Tis yours, O Chiefs! to own its genuine pow’r,
But let me add to his one council more.
When now, revolving in my careful mind,

I view our attions paft, by ftrife disjoin’d ;
Our jarring wills ; our difunited force ;

And many plans obftru&ted in their courfe ;
Mathinks my judgment to their fpring can trace
-The troubled motions that our caufe difgrace.
*Tis in that pow’r, in many leaders join'd,
Of various tempers, and difcordant mind.

Xf o'r the reft no fov'reign Chief prefide,

T allot the fev’ral pofts, the tafks divide ;
To fcourge th’ offender, or rewards beftow ;
What riot and mifrule the flate o’erflow !
Then in one body join owr focial band,

And truft the rule to one important hand;

To him refign the fcepter and the {way,

And him their King th’ enited heft-obey,

Bs

220

a5

230

235

245

Here
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Here ceas’d the rev’rend Sage. O Zeal divine !
What bofoms can withftand a pow’r like thine ?

" .Thy facred breath the hermit’s words infpir'd,
‘And with his words the lif’ning heroes fit'd ; 250

Difpell’d their doubts, their paffions lul’d to reft,

And vain ambition chac’d from ev’ry breaft.

Then Guelpho firlt and William (chiefs of fame)

Saluted Godfrey with a Gen'ral’s name,

"Their Chief ele&t : the reft approv’d the choice, 255
And gave their pow'r to him with public voice.

His equals once to his dominion yield,

Supreme in council, and fupreme in field!

Th* Affembly ended, fwift-wing’d Rumour fled,
And round from man to man the tidings {fpread. 260
Meantime before the foldiers Godfrey came,
Who hail’d him as their Chief with loud acclaim 2
Sedate he heard th’ applaufe on ev'ry fide,
And mildly to their duteous zeal reply'd 3 .
Then on the morrow bade the troops prepare 26g
To pafs before his fight in form of war.

Now, to the Eaft return’d, with purer ray

The glorious fun reveal'd the golden day;

When, early rifing with the morning lighs,
Appear’d cach warrior fheath’d in armour bright, 270

-Beneath their ftandards rang’d, the warlike train

(A goodly fight!) were marfhail'd on the plain;

" While on a height the pious Godfrey flood,

And horfe and foot at once diftin&ly view’d.
Say, Mafe! from whom no time cap truth conceal,
Who canft thy knowledge to mankind reveal, 276
Oblivion's
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Oblivion’s foe! thy poet’s breaft inflame, )
Teach him to tell each gallant Leader’s name :
Difclofe their ancient glories now to ligh,
Which rolling years have long obfcur'd in night: 28e
Let cloquence like thine aflit my tongue,
And fatare times attend my deathlefs fong |

Firt in the field the Fraxis their numbers bring,”
Ounce led by Huge, brother to the King :
From Fraace they came, with verdant beauty crown’d,
Whofe fertile foil four running ftreams furround: 286
‘When death’s relentlefs ftroke their Chief fubdu’d,
Still the fame caufe the valiant band purfu’d :
Beneath the brave Clotbareus’ care they came,
Who vaunts no honours of-a regal name: 290
A thoufand, heavy arm’d, compos*d the train,
An equal number follow’d on the plain ;
And like the firft their femblance and their mien,
Alike their arms and difcipline were feen :
Thefe brought from Normandy, by Robert led, 295
A righitful prince amid their nation bred. -
William and Ademar to thefe fucceed,
(The people’s pattors) and their fquadrons lead :
Far diff’rent once their takk by heav’n aflign’d,
Religious minifters ¢’ inftru&t mankind ! 300
But now the helmet on their heads they bear,
And leara the deathful bus’nefs of the war.
‘This brings from Orange and the neighblring land
Foar hundred chofen warriors in his band ;
And that condu@s from Poggio to the field, 305
An equal troop, no lefs in battle kilPd.

B6 Great
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Great Baldwin next o er Balmgn s force prefides,

And, with his own, his brother (] people guxdes,

Wke to. his cqndu& now ref gns the poft,

Himfelf the Chief of Chxefs, and Lord of all the hott.

Then came Carnuts’s Earl, not lefs renown'd 3ir

For martial prowefs, than for ‘counfel found

Four hundred in his train: but Baldwin Icads

Full thrice the number arm’d on gen’rous fleeds.

Near thefe, the plain’the noble Guelpho prefs'd, ‘315

By fortune equal to his merits blefs'd ;

A Chxcf who- by lus Roman fire could trace

A long defcent from Eﬁa s prmccly race ;

But German by dominion and by name,.

To Guelpbo s line he join'd his priftine fame : 320

He rul’d Car]ntbxa, and t'hc lands, poffefs’d

By Suewes and Rbetians oncc, his fway confefs’d s

O'er théfe the ‘Chief, by right maternal, reign'd

To thefu his valour many c¢onquefts gdin'd :

From therice he bririgs his troop (a hardy race) - 32§

Still ready death'in'fighting fields to face ;

Beneath their roofs fecur¥t from wintry fkies,

The genml feaft edch joyful day fupplies 3

Five thoufand once; now fearce a third remain'd

(Since Perfia’s fight) of all the num’rous band. 330

Next thofe, Whofe land the Franks and Gersans bound,

Where Rbine.and Maes o’erflow. the fruitful ground, }

For nam’rous herds and plenteous crops renown'd.

With thefe, their aid the neighb’ring Iles fupply’d,

V¥'hole banks defend them from th’ er.croaching tide :
Al
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All thefe-a thou¥and form’d, (a waltke band) 336

O’er whom another Robert held command,

More num’rods was the Brii/ fquadron thown,

By William led, the Monarch’s youngef fon,

The Englifb in the bbw and Mifts are fkiltd : 40

With them a northein natlon feeks the field,

Whom Irelarnd, from our world divided far,

From favage woods and mountains fends to war.

Tancred was hext, than whom no greater name'

(Extept Rinaldo) fill'd the lift of fame 3 4%

Of gentler manners, comelier to the fight,

Or more intrepid in the day of fight:

If ought of blame could fuch a foul reprove,

Or foil his glorious deeds, the fault was Love s

A fadden Love; that, born amidft alarms, “350

Was nire’d with anguifh in the din of arms,

"Tis faid, that, on that great and gloriots day

When to the Franks the Perfian hoft gave way,

Vi&orious Tancred, eager to purfie

The fcatter’d remnants of the flying crew, - 358

O'erfpent with labour, fought fome kind retreat

To quench his thirft and cool his burning heat 3/

When, to his wifh, a cryftal fream he found,

With bow’ry fhade and verdant hetbage crown’d :

There fudden ruth’d before his wond’ring fight 360

A Pagan damfel fheath’d in armour bright:

Her helm unlac’d her vifage bare difplay'd, -

And, tir'd. with fight, fhe fought the cooling fhade.

Strack with her looks, he view’d the beauteous dame,

Admir'd her charms, and kindled at the flame. 365
O won-
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O wond'rous force of Loye’s refittlefs dart,
That pierc’d at once and rooted in his heart!
Her helm fhe clos’d, prepar’d-t’ affault the knight,
But numbers, drawing nigh, conftrain’d her flight :
The lofty virgin fled, but left behind ‘370
Her lovely form deep rooted in his mind :
Still, in his thought, he views the confcious grove,
Eternal fewel to the flames of Love!
Penfive he comes, his looks his foul declare,
With eyes caft downward and dejeéted air: 378
Eight hundred horfe from fertile feats he leads,
From hills of Tyrrbene and Campania’s meads.

Two hundred, Grecians born, were next to fee,
AgQive in field, from weighty armour free :
Their crooked fabres at their fide they wear ; 380
Their backs the founding bows and quivers bear :
With matchlefs fwiftnefs were their fteeds indu’d,
Inur'd to tail, and fparing in their food :
Swift in attack they rufh, and fwift in flight,
In troops retreating and difpers’d they fight : 385
Tatinus led their force ; the only band
That join'd the Latiax arms from Greeiam land :
Yet near the fcene of war (O lafting fhame!
O foul dithonour to the Grecias name!)
Thou, Greece, canft hear unmov'd the loud alarms, 390
A tame fpeQator of the deeds of arms!
1f foreign pow’r opprefs thy fervile reign,
Thou well deferv’t to wear the vi&or’s chaia.

A fquadron now, the laft in order, came,

In order lat, but firft in martial fame ; 395
Advent’rers
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Advent’rers call’d, and heroes fam’d afar,

Terrors of Afia, thunderbolts of war!

Ceafe, 4rgo, ceafe to boaft thy warriors’ might 3

And, Arthur, ceafe to vaunt each fabled knight,

Thefe all th’ exploits of ancient times exceed : 400
‘What chief is worthy fuch a band to lead ?

By joint confent, to Dudon’s fivay they yield,

Of prudent age, experienc'd in the field ;

Who youthful vigour joins with hoary hairs, -

His bofom mark’d with many manly fcars. 405
Here ftood Euflatizs with the firft in fame,

But more enobled by his brother’s ® name.

Gernando here, the King of Noraway’s fon,

‘Who vaunts his fcepter’d race and regal crown,

There Enger/an, and there Regero thin'd ; 410
Two Gerrards, with Rambalde’s dauntlefs mind, f
With gallant Ubald and Gentonio join’d,

Rofmands with the bold muft honour claim ;
Nor muft oblivion hide Objzo's name :

Nor Lombard’s brethren three be left uatold,
hilles, Sforza, Palamedes bold :
Nor Otho fierce, whofe valour won the fhield
That bears a child and ferpent on its field :
Nor Guafco, nor Ridolphus I forget,
Nor either Guido, both in combat great: 420
Not muft I Gernisr pafs, nor Eberard,

To rob their virtue of its due regard.

But why negle@s my Mufe a wedded pair,

The gallant Edward and Gildippe fair ?

\

415

®* Goorazvy,

O part-
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O partners flill in ev’ry battle try’d, 43§
Not death your gentle union fhall divide |
The fchool of Love, which ev’n the fearful warms,
The dame infiroQed in the trade of arms :
8till by his fide her watchful fteps attend 5
Still on one fortune both their lives depend : 430
No wound én fight can either fingly bear,
For both alike in ev’ry anguith fhare 3
And oft one faings to view the other’s wound,
This thedding blood, and that in forrow drown’d!

But lo! o'er thefe, o'er all the hoft confeft, 438
The young Rinalds towr’d sbove the reft :
With martial grace his looks around he caft,
And gazing crowds admir’d him as he pafs’d.
Matare beyond his years his virtues fhoot,
As, mix’d with blofloms, grows the budding fruit. 440
When clad in fteel, he feems like Mars to move ;
His face diftlos’d, he looks the God of Love!
This youth on 4dige’s far-winding fhore, -
To great Bertoldo fair Sophin bore.
The infant from the breat Markilda rears, 445
(The watéhful guardian of his tender years)
And, while:beneath her care the youth remains,
His rip’ning age to regal virtue trains;
‘Till the loud trumpet, from the diftant Eaft,
-With early thirlt of glory fir'd his breaft, 450
Then (fifteen fprings fcarce changing o'er his-head)
Guidelefs, untaught, through ways unknown he fled;
Th* Egean fea he croft and Grecian lands,
And reach’d, in climes remote, the Chrifian bands.

) Three
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Three years the warrior in the camp had feen, 455
Vet fearce the down began to thade his chin. ‘
Now all the horfe were paft : in order led,
Next came the foot, and Raymond at their head :
Tbouloufe he governs, aud colle@s his train
Between the Pyrencans and the main: 460
Four thoufand, arm’d in proof, well us’d to béar
TN’ inclement feafons, and the toils of war :
A band approv’d, in every battle try'd ; -
Nor could the band an abler leader guide.
Next Stephen of Amboife condu@s his pow’r: 465
From Tosirs and Blois, he brings five thoufand more ;.
No hardy nation this, “inur’d to fight,
Though fenc’d in thining fteel, a martial fight )
Soft is their foil, and of a gentle kind,
And, lke cheir foil, th* mhabitants inclin'd ; 470
Impetuous firft they rulh to meet the foe,
But foon, repuls'd, their forces langaid grow.
Aleafius was thie third, with threat’ning mien 3
(So Capaneus of old at Thebes was feen)
Six thoufand warriors, in Helvetia bred, 47%
Plebzian; fierce, from Alpine heights he led:
Their rural tools, that wont the earth to tear,
They turn’d to nobler inftruments of war:
And with thofé hands, accuftom’d herds to guide,
They boldly now the might of Kings defy’d. 480
Lo! rais’d in air the ftandard proudly fhown,
In which appear the keys and papal crown :
Sev'n thoufand foot there good Camillus leads,
In heavy arms that gleam acrofs the meads :
O'erjoy’d
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O’erjoy’d be feems, decreed his name to grace, 485
And add new honours to his ancient race ;
Whate'er the Latian difcipline may claim,
In gloripus deeds to boaft an equal fame.

Now ev’ry fquadron, rang’d in order due,
Had pafs’d before the Chief in fair review ; 450
When Godfey frait the peers affembled holds,
And thus the purport of his mind unfolds.

Soon as the morning lifts her early head,
Let all the forces from: the camp be led,-
With fpeedy courfe to reach the facred town, 495
Ere yet their purpofe, or their march is known.
Prepare then for the way, for fight prepare,

Nor doubt, my friends! of conqueft in the war !
Thefe words, from fuch a Chiéftain’s lips, infpire
Each kindljng breaft, and wake the flumb’ring fire : 500

Already for th’ expeéted fight they burn,
And pant impatient for the day’s return.
Yet fill fome fears their careful Chief opprefs’d,
But thefe he fmother’d in his thoughtful breaft :
By certain tidings brought, he lately heard, 505
That Egype's King his courfe for Gaza fteer'd :
(A frontier town that all the realm commaunds,
And a firong barrier to the Syrian lands) .
Full well he knows the Monarch’s reftlefs mind,
Nor doubta‘ in him a cruel foe to find. glo
Afide the pious Leader Henry took, :
And thus his faithfal meffenger befpoke.

Attend my words, fome fpeedy bark afcend,
And to the Grecian thore thy voyage bend :
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A youth will there arrive of royal name, 515
‘Who comes to fhare our arms and fhare our fame;
Prince of the Danes; who brings from diftant lands,
Bencath the frozen pole, his valiant bands:

The Greciar Monarch, vers'd in fraud, may try

His arts on him, and ev’ry means employ 520
To ftop the youthful warrior in his courfe,

And rob our hopes of this avxiliar force.

My fiithful nunciate thos, the Dane invite, N
With ev'ry thought the gallant Prince excite,

Both for his fame and mine, to fpeed his way, 528
Nor taint his glory with ill-tim'd delay,

Thou with the Sov’reign of the Greeds remain,

- 'To claim the fuccours promis'd oft in vain, -

He faid ; and having thus reveal’d his mind,
And due credentials to his charge confign’d, 530
The trufty meflenger his veflel fought,
And Gedfrey calm’d awhile his troubled thought.

Soon as the rifiog mom, with fplendor dreft,
Unlocks the portals of the rofeate Eaft,
The noife of drums and trumpets filis the air, 535
And bids the warriors for their march prepare.
Not half fo grateful to the longing fwain
The low'ring thunder that prefages rain,
As to thefe eager bands the fhrill alarms

Of mardal clangors and the found of arms. 540
Atonce they rofe, with gen’rous ardor prett,
At once their limbs in radiant armour drefi’d ; :

And rang'd in martial pomp (a dreadful band)
Beneath their num’rous-Chiefs in order ftand.
Now,
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Now, man to man, the thick battalions join’d, 545
Unfurl their banners to the fportive wind ;
And in th’ Imperial ftandard, rais’d on high,
The Crofi triumphant blazes to the fky. ~
Meantime the fun, above th’ horizon, gains
The rifing circuit of th’ ethereal plains : 556
The polifh’d arms reflet his dazzling light;,
And ftrike with flathing rays the-aking fight.
Thick and more thick the fparkling gleams afpire,
Till all the champain feetns to glow with fire ;
While mingled clamours echo thro’ the meads, 1114
The clath of arms, the neigh of trampling fteeds!

A chofen troop of hotfe, difpatch’d before,
In armour light, the country round explore,
Left foes in ambuth fhould their march prevent :
While other bands the cautious Leader font 560
The dikes to level, clear the rugged way,
And free each pafs that might their {peed deley.
No troops of Papans could withftand their force;
No walls of firength could ftop their rapid courfe:
In vain oppos'd the craggy mountain ftood, 563
"The rapid torrent and perplexing wood.
So when the King of floods in angry pride,
With added waters fwells his foamy tide, -
‘With dreadful ruin o’er the banks he flows,
And nought appears that can his rage oppofe. 570

The King of Tripoly had pow’r alone;
(Well furpifh'd in a ftrongly guarded town,
With arms and men) to check the troops® advance,
But durft not mect in fight the hoft of Fraxce,

T ap-

.
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T’ appeafe the Cbriflian Chief, the heralds bring 573
Pacific prefents from the Pagax King ;
Who fuch cenditions for the. peace receives,
As pious Godfrey, in his wildom, gives.

There from Mount Seir, that near to eaftward fands,
Aud from above the fubje& tawn commands,

8o
The Faithful pour in numbers to the plain ; g
{Each fex and ev’ry age, a varions train!)
Their gifts before the Chriflian leader bear,
With joy they view him and wih tranfport hear;
(The foreign arms attsact each wond’ring eye) s8¢

And with unfailing gaides the hoft fupply.
Now Godfrey with the camp purfues his way,
Along the borders of the neighb’ring fea : 1
For fation’d there his friendly veflels ride, .
From which the army’s wants are well fupply’d: 599
For him alone each Grecian Ifle is till’d,
For him their vintage Crezs and Scios yield.
The num’rous fhips the fhaded ocean hide,
Loud groans beneath the weight the burthen’d tide,
The veffels thus their watchful poft maintain 598
And guard from Saracens the midland main, .
Befide the fhips with ready numbers mann'd,
From wealthy Venice and Liguria’s ftrand;
England and Helland fend a naval pow’r,
And fertile Sicily and Gallia’s fhore. £o]
Thefe, all united, brought from ev’ry coaft
Provifions needful for the landed hott ;
While on their march impatient.they proceed,
{From all defence the hoftile frontiers fr,ced)’
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And urge their hatte the hallow'd foil to gain 605

Where Carist endur'd the ftings of mortal paia.

But Fame with winged fpeed before *em flies

(Alike the meffenger of truth and lies)

She paints the camp in one united band

Beneath one leader moving o'er the land, . 610

By none oppos'd : their nations, number tells ;

The name and aétions of each chief reveals ;

Difplays their purpofe, fets the war to view,

And terrifies with doubts th’ ufurping crew :

More dreadful to their anxious mind appears - 61

The diftant prafpe, and angments their feass::

To ev'ry light report their ears they bend,

Watch ev’ry rumour, .ev’ry tale attend :

From man to man the murmurs, fwelling fill,

The country round and mournful city fill. 620

Their aged Monarch, thus with danger preft,

Revolves dire fancies in his doubtful breaft :

His name was Aladine ; who fcarce maintain’d,

With fears befet, his feat fo lately gain'd :

By nature fill to cruel deeds inclin’d, 625

Though years had fomething chang’d his favage mind,

When now. he faw the Latian troops prepare,

Agaiatt his city-walls ¢o ¢urn the war;

Sufpicions, joinid with former fears, arofe;

Alike he fear’d his fubjets and his foes, 630

Together in one town he faw refide

Two people, whem their diff rent faiths divide.

While part the purer laws of Chriff believe,

More num'rous thofe who Macen’s rites receive.
: ) When

4
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When firft the Monarch conquer’d Sion’s town, 635
And fought fecurely there to fix his throne+
He freed his Pagans from the tax of flate,
But on the Chriffians heavier laid the weight.
Thefe thoughts enflam’d and rouz'd his native rage,
(Now chill’d-and tardy with the froft of age) 640
So turns, in fummer's heat, the venom'd fnake
That flept the wiriter harnilefs in the brake :
So the tame lion, urgd to wrath again,
Refumes his fury, and ereés his mane.
Then to himfelf : On ev’ry face I view 645
The marks of joy in that perfidious crew:
In gen’ral grief their jovial days they keep,
And laugh and revel when the public weep:
E’en now perhaps the deathful fcheme is plann‘d
Againtt our life to lift a murd’rous hand ; 6;0
Or to their Monarch’s foes betray the ftate,
Aud to their Chrifiian friends unbar the gate.
+Bat foon our juftice will their crimes prevent,
And fwift-wing’d vengeance on their heads be fent ;
‘Example dreadful! Death fhall feize on all : 655
Their infants at the mothers’ breaft fhall fall :
The flames Thall o'er their domes.and.temples fpread,
Such be the fun’ral piles to grace their dead!
But *midft their votive gifts (to fate our ire)
The priefts. fhall firft upon the tomb expire. 660
So threats the Tyrant ; but his threats are vain ;

Tho’ pity moves not, coward fears reftrain :
" Rage prompts his foul their guiltlefs blood to fpill,
Buttrembling doubts oppofe his favage will,
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He fears the Chriflians, fhrinks at fatare barms,
Nor dares provoke too far the victor’s arms.:
This*purpofe curb’d, to other parts.he turns
The rage that in his reftlefs bofom burns :
With fire he waftes the fertile country round,
And lays the houfes level with the ground :
He leaves no place entire, that miay receive
The Chrifiian army, or their march relicve ;
Pollutes the {prings and rivers in their beds,
.And poifon in the wholefome waters fheds;
Cautious with cruelty! Meantime his care
Had reinforc’d Ferufalem for war.

{Three parts for fiege were ftrongly fortify’d, .
Tho’ lefs fecurely fenc’d the northern fide,

B.1L
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But there, when firft the threaten’d florm was heard,

New ramparts, for defence, in hafte he reat’d;
1Colle&ting in the.town, from diff’rent lands, -
Apuxiliar forces to his fubject bands,

The Exp of the First Boox.

680
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BOOK IL

THE ARGUMENT

Aladine traq/}am an Ima3ye of the Viriin from the teme
ple of the Chrittians, into the Myfque, by the advice
of lmeno, who propofes hereby to form a fpell to fe-
cure the City. In the wight the Image is fecretly flolen
away,. The King, unable to difcover the author of the
theft, and incenfed againft the Chrittians, prepares for a
general maffacre. Sophronia, a Chriftian Zirgin, ac-
cufes berfelf to the King. Olindo, her Lover, takes
the fa? upon bimfelf. Aladine, in a rage, orders bath *
to be burned, Clorinda arrives, intercedes for them,
and obtains their pardon. In the mean time Godfiey,
with his army, reaches Emmatis. He recei ves Argan-
tes and Alethes, Embaffadors from Egypt. The lat-
ter, in an artfil fpeech, endéavours to diffuade Godfrey
JSrom attacking Jerufalem. His propafals are rejeded,
and Argantes dedar:.r awar in the name of the King

o Egypt.

HILE thus the Pagar King prepar’d for fight,
“The fam’d Ifmeno came before his fight :
Umeno, he whofe pow’r the tomb invades,
And calls again to life departed fhades ;
Vor. I, C Whole
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Whofe magic verfe can piorce the world beneath,  §
And ftartte P/uto in the realms of death ;
‘The fubjeét demons at his will reftrain,
And fafter bind or Toofe thejr fervile chain. =~
Ifmeno once the Chriffian faith avow’d,
But now at Macos's impious worfhip bow’d : n
Yet ftill his former rites the wretch retain’d, .
And oft, with Pagan mix’d, their ufe profan’d.
Now from the caverns, where, retir'd alone
From vulgar eyes, he fludied arts unknown,
He came aflitance to his Lord to bring: 15
An ill advifer to a tyrant King!
Then thus he fpoke : O King! behold at hand
‘That conq’ring hoft, the terror of the land !
But let us a& as fits the noble mind ;
"The bold from earth and. Heav’n will fuccour find, . 20
&s King and Leader well thy cares prefide,
And with forefeeing thought for all provide.
If all, like thee, their fev'ral parts difpofe,
‘This land will prove the burial of thy foes. .
Lo! here I come with thee the toils to bear, 25
T* aflift thy labours, and thy dangers fhiare.
‘Then take the counfel cautious years impart,
And join to this the pow’rs of magic art :
Thofe angels, exil’d from th’ ethereal plains,
My potent charms fhall force to fhare our pains, 3¢
Attend the fcheme, revolving i my breaft,
The firlt enchagtment that my thoughts fuggeft.
An altar in the Chriffians’ temple lies
Deep under ground, conceal’d fram vulgar eyes :
The




B.I. JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 27

The flatue of their Goddefs there is thow’d, 33
‘The mother of their human, buried God!

Before the Image burns continual light ;

A Rowing veil conceals her from the fight.

On ev'ry fide are tablets there difplay*d,

And votive gifts by fuperftition paid. 1. ]
Hafte ! fnatch-their Idol from that impious race,

And in thy mofque the boafted figure place.

Then will I raife fuch fpclls of wond'rous pow'r,

“This fatéd pledge (while there detain’d fecure)

Shall prove the guardian of thy eity’s gate ; 43
And walls of adamant fhall fence thy ftate.

He faid and ceas'd: his words perfuafion wrought,
And fwift th’ impatient King the temple fought :
Furious he drove the trembling priefts away,

And feiz’d, with daring hands, the hallow’d prey: 5¢
Then to the mofque in hafte the prize he bare ; .
(Where rites prophane offend th® Almighty Pow’r)
There, o’er the facred form, with impious zeal,

The foul magician mutter’d many a {pell.

But foon as morning fireak’d the eaft of Heav'n, g¢

The watch, to whom the temple’s guard was giv’n,

No longer in its place the Image found,

And fearch'd with fruitlefs caré the dome around. .
Then g0 the King the firange report he bears,

The King, enflam’d with wrath, the tidings hears: 6o
‘His thoughts fuggeft fome Chriffian’s fecret hand
Has thence purloin'd the guardian of the land :
But whether Chriffian zeal from thence convey’d
The hallow’d form ; or Heav’n its pow'’r difplay’d,

To
Ca2
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To fnatch from impious fanes, and roofs unclean,
“T'he glorious femblance of their Virgin-Queen,

" Doubtful the fame ; nor can we dare afign

The deed to human art, or hands divine.

The King éach temple fought and fecret place,
And vow'd with coftly gifts the man to grace,
‘Who brought the Image, or the thief reveal'd ;
But threaten’d thofe whote lips the deed conceal’d.
" The wily forc'rer ev’ry art apply’d
T" explore the truth ; in vain his arts he try’d :
Fot whether wrought by Heav’n, or ‘earth alone,
¥eav’n kept it, fpite of all his charms, unknown.
But when the King perceiv’d his fearch was vain,
To find th’ offender of the Chrifiian train :

On all at once his fierce refentment turn’d ;

On all at once his favage fury burn’d :

No bounds, 1o laws his purpofe could controul,
But blood alone could fate his vengeful foul.
Our wrath thall not be loft (aloud he cries)

‘The thief amidft the gen’ral flaughter dies.
Gauilty and innocent, they perifh all!

Let the juft perifh, fo the guilty fall, —

Yet wherefore juft ? when none our pity claim ;
Not one but hates our rites, and hates our name.
Rife, rife, my friends! the fire and fword employ,
Lay wafte their dwellings, and their race deftroy.

So fpoke the Tyrant to the lift'ning crew ;
Among the faithful foon the tidings flew.

With horror chill’d the difmal found they heard,
While ghatly death on ev'ry face appear’d,

6s
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None
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None think of flight, or for defence prepare, 95
Or feck to deprecate their fate with pray’r:
Butlo! when leaft they hope, the tim’rous bands
Their fafety owe to unexpefted hands.
A maid thiere was among the Chriffian kind
I prime of years and of exalted mind : 100
Beauteous hes form, but beauty the defpis'd,
Or beauty grac’d with virtee oply priz'd,
From flat’sing tongues the modeft Fair' withdesy,
Axndlivd fecludcd from the public view:
But vain her cares to hide her beauty prov'd, 10§
Her beauty worthy to be feen and Jov'd.
Nor Love conlents, but foon reveals her charms,
And with their pow’r a youthful lover warms:
hat Love who-now conceals his piercing eyes,
And now, like Argus, ev'ry thing defcries ; - 1o
Who brings to view each grace that fhuns the light,
And 'mid@ a thoufand guards direéts the lover’s fight !
Sopbronia fhe, Olindo was his name ;
The fame their city, and their faith the fame,
The youth as modeft as the maid was fair, 115
But little hop’d, nor durft his love declare:.
He koew not how, or fear'd to tell his pain,
She faw it not, or view’d it with difdain:..
Thus to this hour in filent grief he mournd,’
His thoughts unnoted, or his paflion fcorn’d, 120
Meantime ‘the tidings fpread from place to place,
Of death impending o'er the Chrifiian race:
Soon in Sophronia’s noble mind arofe

A gen’rous plan ¢’ avert her people’s woes =
C 3 Zeal
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Zeal firft infpir'd, but bathful fhame enfu'd, 125

And modefty awhile the thought withftood :

But foon her fortitude each doubt fupprefs'd,

And arm'd with confidence her tender breaft.

Thro’ gazing throngs alone the virgin goes,

Nor ftrives to hide her beauties nor difclofe : 1205

Q’er her fair face a decent veil is feen,

Her eyes declin’d with modeft graceful mien :

An artlefs negligence vompos’d her drefs,

Ara aature’s genuine grace her charms confefs,

Admir'd by all, regardlefs went the dame, 133

Till to the prefence of the King fhe came:

While yet he rav’d, fhe dar'd to meet his view,

Nor from his threat’ning looks her fteps withdrew,

O Kingz (fhe thus begun) a while contain

Thy anger, and thy people’s rage reftrain : 140

1 come :0 fhew, and to your vengeance yield

TR offender from your fraitlefs fearch cenceal’d.

She faid and ceas’d : the King in wonder gaz’d,

(Struck with her courage, with her looks amaz’d)

Her fudden charms at once his foul engage, 145

He calms his paffion and forgets his rage.

If milder fhe, ‘or he of fofter frame,.

His heart bad felt the pow’r of beauty's flame :

But haughty charms can ne’er the haughty move ;

For fmiles and graces are the food of Love. 150

"Tho’ Love could not affet his favage mind,

He yet appear’d to gentle thoughts inclin’d.

Diflofe the truth at large (he thus reply’d)

No barm fhall to thy Chriffian friends betide.
. Then
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Then fhe : Before thy fight the guilty ftands : 155
The theft, O King! committed by thefe hands,
In me the thief who fole the Image view ;
'To me the punithment decreed is due.
Thes, fil’d with pablic zeal, the gen'sous dame
A vi&im for her peoplek ranfom came, 160
O great deeeit! O lye divinely fair !
What truth with fuch a falfehéod can compare ?
In deep fufpenfe her words the Tyrant heard,
No fign of anger in his looks appear’d.
Declare (¢hus mildly to the maid he fpoke) 163
Who gave thee counfel and the deed partook, ‘
The deed alone was mine (reply’d the fair)
I fuffer’d none with me the fame to fhare :
Mine was the counfcl, mine the firft defign,
And the lalt afling of the deed was mine, 70
Then only thou (he cry’d) muft bear the pain
QOur anger now aud julk reveage erdais.
*Tis juft, fince all the glory mine ({he cry’d)
That none with me the punithiment divide. :
With kindling ire the Pagan thus replies: 173
Say, where conceal’d the Chriflian Image lies ?
*Tis not conceal’d (rejoin'd the dauntlefs dame)
I gave the hallow’d flatue to the flame ;
So could no impious hands again profane
The facred Image, and her beaaty ftain, " 18e-
Then feek no more what never can be thine,
Butlo! the thief I to thy hands refign ;
If theft it may be call’'d to feize our right,
Un]nﬁly torn away by lawlefs might.
. C4 At
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. At this-the King in threat’ning words return’d, |8;

With rage unbridled all his anger burn’d. - a

Ah! hope no more thy pardon here to find,

O glorious virgin | O exalted mind ! S

In vain, agaiaft the tyrant’s fury held,

Love for defence oppofes beanty’s fhield. ‘ 'igo
Now doom'd to death, and feritenc’d to the ﬂ:mc,

With criel hands they feize the beanteous dame. '

Her veil and mantle rent beftrow the ground,

With rugged cords her tender arms are bound.

Sjlent fhe fands, (no marks of fear exprefs’d). - 195

Yet foft commotions gently heave her breaft: -

Her modeft cheeks a tranfient blafh-difclofe ; * -

But lilies foon:fucceed the fading rofe, - :

Meanwhile the people throng (the rumour fpread) -

And with the reft Olinds theie ‘wid led’:® - - zoc;{‘

The tale hg knew, but not the viQim’shre} - > ¢ *

*Till near the tragio ftene of fate he camhe = °

Soon as the ‘youth the. pris'ner's face farvey'd,

And faw, condemn’d ‘to death, his lovely maid ;

While the flern guards their cruel talk purfue, . zog

Thro® the' thick prefs with headlong fpeed he flew.
She’s guiltlefs ! (10.the King aloud he cries)

She's guiltlels of th’ offence f&r which- fhe dies ! o

She could not—durft npt— fach a weirk démnds :

bt other than a.woman®s feeble hands’: . L1 ogp0

What arts to. lall: the keepercould fhe pwvt? . ’

And how the facred Image thérge. remove ?-

She fondly boags the deed.(uhthinking mazdl )

I' was I the Ratue from the mofque convey'd : ;
] Wh“

¢
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Where the high dome receivei the air and light; 215,
Ifound a-paffage, favourd by the night:

The glory mine, the death for me remains,.

Nor let her thus ufurp my rightful pains :

The punifhment be mine ; her chains I claim ;-

Mene is the pile prepar’d, and mine the kindled flame!"

At this her head Sepbronia gently rais’d, 223
And on the youth with looks of pity gaz'd.

Unhappy man! what brings-thee guiltlefs here

What frenzy guides- thee, or what rath defpair ?

Say, cannot I, without thy aid; engage, 225
The utmoft threat'ning of a mortal’s rage ?",

This breaft undaunted can refign its breath, .

Nor afks a partner in the hour of death.

She fpoke;. but wrought not on her:lover’s mind,
Who, firm, retain’d his purpofe.firft defign’d. 2300
O glorious ftruggle for a fatal prize! ¢
When love with fortitude for conquett vies,.

Where death is the reward the vitor bears;. .
And fafety is the ilt the vanquifh’d fears! .

While thus they.both contend the deed.to claim, 23 g

The Monarch’s fury burns with fiercer flame :

He rag’d to' find.his pow’r fo lightly priz'd, .

And all the torments-hé ‘prepar'd defpis'd,

Let both (he cry’d).their wifh’d defign obtain: .

And both enjoy:the prize they feck to gainl. 2400

The Tyrant faid, and frait:the fignal made-  ~ -

To bind thé youth ; the ready guards obey'd. .

With fage averted to one ftake confin’d,

With cruel cords she haplefs pair they bind. . : L
C s, - Nowwv
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Now round their limbs they place the rifing pyra ;- 2435
And now with breath awake the flumb’ring fire.
When thus the lover, ip a moving ftrain,
Befpeaks the lov’d companian of his pain.
Are thefe the bands with which 1 hop’d-to join,
In happier times, my future days to thine? 2350'
And are we doom’d, alas! this fire to'prove
Inftead of kindly flames of matual lave
Love promis’d gentler flames and fofter ties';
But cruel fate far other now fupplies!
Too long from thee 1 mourn’d my life disjoin’d, 255
* And now in death a haplefs meeting find !
Yet am I bleft, fince thou the pains muft bear,
f not thy bed, at lealt thy pile to fhare,
Thy death I mourn, but not my own lament,
Since dying by thy fide I die content.. 260
Could yet my pray’r one further blifa obtain,
How fweet, how envy’d then were every pain|
O could I prefs my faithful breaft to thine,
And on thy lips my ficeting foul refiga !
So might we, fainting in the pangs of death, 265
‘Together mix our fighs and parting breath |
In words like thefe unbleft Ok»do mourn'd ;.
" ‘To him her counfel thus the maid return’d.
O youth! far other thoughts, and pure defires,
Far other forzows now the time requires ! 270
Do'ft thou forget thy fins 2 nor call tomind
‘What God has for the righteous fouls affign’d ?
Endure for him, arid fweet the pains will prove ;
Afpice with joy to happiar feats abave :
\ Yoo

\
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Yon’ glitt’ring fkies and golden fun furvey, 274
That call us hence to realms of endlefs day.

Here, mov’d with pity, loud the Pagans groan :
But more conceal’d the Chrifiians vent their moan.
The King himfelf, with thoughts unufual prefs'd,
Felt his fierce heart fufpended in his breaft: . 28¢
But, feorning to relent, ke turn’d his view
From the dire profpe@, and in hafte withdrew:
Yet thou, Sopbrosia, bear’t the ger'ral woe,
And, wept by all, thy tears difdaia to flow !

While this they fand, behold a knight is feen, 284
(For fuch he feem’d) of fierce and noble mien;
Whofe foreign arms and ftrange attire proclaim,
An alien from a diftant land he came. ‘
The fealptur’d tigrefs on his helmet high, ‘
{ A well-known creft!) attracts each gazer’s eye. . 29¢
This fign Clorinda in the field difplay’d, .
Al fee and own by this the warrior-maid..
She, from a child, beheld with fcornful eyes .
Her fex’s arts, defpifing, female voys ; o
Arachne’s labewrs ne’er her hours divide, 293
Her noble hands nor loom nor fpindle guide: .
From eafe mrglorious and from foth the fled,.
And, mix'd in camps, a life unfully’d led =
With rigour pleas’d, her lovely face the arm'd
With haughity looks, yet ev'n in fercenefs chasm’d : jo ;
In early years ber tender hand reftrain’d
The fiery courfer and his courage rein’d :
She pois'd the fpear and fword; her growing force
She try’d in wreftling and the duity courke ; :

cé6 Th

)

[
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Then thro’ the mountain path§ and .lonely wood

The bear and ftaggy lion’s tracks purfu’d :

In war, ‘the dread of men the virgin (hin’d :

In woods, the terror of the favage kind!

From Perfia, jealous of the Chrifiian fame,

T oppofe the vittor-hoft Chrinda came:

And, oft before, in fight her daring hand' *

Had fatten'd with their blood the-thirfty land..
When near the fatal place the virgin drew,

And the dire fcene appear’d before her view; .

She fpurr'd her fteed t' obferve the vickims. nigh,

And learn th’ unhappy caufe for which they die.

The yielding croud gave way ; the curious maid-

With fteadfaft eyes the pair in bonds furvey’d.

One mourn'd aloud, and one in filence ftood ;

The weakerfex the greater firmnefs fhow’d :

Yet feem’d ©/indo like a man to moan

Who wept another’s fuff'ring, “not his owns;

While filent fhe, and fix'd on Heav’n her eyes;

Already feem’d to claim her kindred fkies.
Clorinda view’d their flate with tender woe,

And down her cheeks. the tears began to flow :

Yet moft fhe griev'd for her whe gri¢f difdain’d ;-

And filence, more than plaints, her pity gain'd ;-

Then to an aged fire who:ftood befide,

Say, who are thofe to death devote (thé cry’d ;)"

Declare what brought them to this woeful fate,

Some fecret crime, or blind decree of-fate ?

Thus the : The rev’rend fire in brief difplay’d.

Their mournful flory to the lift'ning maid

4

308

'310;
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320

325;
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She heard, furpriz’d fuch matchlefs wortk to find, 335
And both acquitted in her equal mind.
Already now réfolv’d, by force or pray’r-
To fave from threaten'd death th> unhappy pair,
She ran, the Ropp’d the flame with eager hafte
(Alréady kindling) and the guards addrefs'd, 340 -
None in this cruel office dare to move,
"Till to the Monarch I my fuit approve: .
My pow’s, believe me, fhall prote&:your flay,
Nor fhall your Sov'seign chide your fhort delay.
" Shefaid: th’ attendants at her word obey'd, 345
Mov'd with the prefence of the royal maid :
Then, tarning fwift, the met the King, who.came
To welcome to his court the warrior-dame. -
To whom fhe thus: Behold Clrinda here |
Clerinda’s name, perchance, has reach’d your ear. 350
Lcome, O Monarch ! thas in arms, prepard ~
Thy kingdom. and our common. faith to guard ;
Command me now what tafks I maft fuftain,
Nor high attempts I fear, nor low djfdain :.
Or let my force in open field be fhown; - 355,
Or here detain me to defend the town,
To whom the King: What land. fo difant lies
From where the fun enlightens 4fia’s fkies,
(O glorious virgin!) but refounds thy name,
Whofe actions fill the founding trump of Fame? 360
Now to my aid thy conqu’ring fword is join'd,
Tgive my fears and fcruples to the wind:.
Nor could I greater hopes of conqueft boaft,
Tho join'd by numbers, fuccour’d by a hoft!

Methinks
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Methinks I feem to chide the ling’ring foe, 365
And Godfrey, to my with, appears too flow! °
Thou afk’ft what lebours I thy arm decree ;.
1 deem the greateft only worthy thee ¢
‘Fo thee the rule of all our warrior-band
¥ here fubmit; be thine the high command. 376
Thus faid the King, The maid, with grateful look,
Her thanks return’d, and thes again the fpoke,
*Tis fure, O Prince! a thing nnufual hetrd,
Before the fervice done, to claim reward :
Yet (by thy geodnefs bold) I make my pray’r, 375
And beg thy merey yon eondemn’d to fpare:
Grant it for all my deeds in futare time;
*Tishard to fuffer for a doubtful crime:
But this I wave, nor here the reafons plead
That fpeak them guiltlefs of th’ imputed deed: 380
*Tis faid fome Chriflian hand the theft has wrought;
But here I differ from the public thought :
The fpell Ifmeno fram'd £ affif our caufe,
¥ deem an outrage on our facred laws :
Ner fits it 1dols in our fanes to place, 385
Much lefs the Idols of this impious race.
Methinks with joy the hand of Heav’n I view,
To Macen’s pow’r the miracle is due ;
Who thus forbids his hallow'd rites to fain,
With new religions in his awful fane. 399
Ifmeno leave to fpells and magic charms,
Since thefe to him fupply the place of armaj
While, warriors we, our foes in battle face,
Our fwords our arts, in thefe our hopes we place.
She
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She ceas’d; and, tho’ the King could fearcely bend.

His haughty foul, or ears to pity lend, 396

He yields his fury to the gentle maid;

Her reafons move him, and her words perfuade.

Let both have life and-freedom (he reply'd)

Te fuch a pleader nothing is deny’d! 400

If innocent, by juftice let them live:

If criminal, 1 here their crime forgive.
Thus were they freed : snd lo! what bliGful fate,

What tures of fortane on Olinds wait!

His virdous love at length awakes a flame 405

In the foft bofom of the gen'rous dame.

Strait from the pile to Hymen’s rites be goes,

Made, of a wretcth condemn’d, a joyful fpoufe :

Since death with her he fought, the grateful fair

Confents with him the gift of life to fhare, 416
The Pagan Mosarch, whofe fufgicious mind,

Beheld with fear fuch wond'rous virtee join'd,

Sent both in exile, by fevere command,

Beyond the Limits of Fuaea’s land.

Then many others (as kis. fary fivay’d) #5

Were banifh'd thencs or deep in dungesas laid,

But the fierce Tyrant thefe rémov'd slone,

Of firength approv’d, and daring fpirits known :

The tender fex and children he retain’d,

With helplefs age; as pledges in his hand, 420

Thus haplefs wand’rers, fome were doom’ti to roam

From parents, children, wives and' native home ¢

Part rove from land to:land with doubtful courfs ;

4And part again him twrn- theit vengefol force. Thelo
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Thefe to the band of Frasks unite their fate, 428
And meet their army ent’ring Emmaiis’ gate.

The town of Emmaiis near to Sion lay,
Not half the journey of an eafy day..
The pleafing thought each Chriftian foul infpires,

And -adds new ardor to their zealous fires | 430+
But fince the fun had pal his middle race;
‘The Leader there commands the tents to place,
The hoft were now encamp’d ; the fetting fun.
‘With milder luftre from the ocean fhone;
When, drawing neas, two.mighty chiefs were feen 435
In.garb unknown, and of a foreign miens
Their a&s pacific, and their looks, proclaim
“‘That to the Cbrifian Chief as friends they came:
From Bygypt's King difpatch’d, their way they bend,
And menial fervants on their fleps attend, 449"

Alethes one : his birth obfcare he ow’d

“To the hafe refufe of th’ ignoble crowd ;-

Rais'd to the higheft flate the.realm affords, .

By plaufive fpeech and eloquence of words: .

His_fubtle genius ev’ry tafte could meet;: 445
In fition prompt, and fkillful in deceit :.

Mafter of calamny fuch varions ways,

He moft accufes when he feems to praife. ,

The other chief from fair Circaffa came -

To Egypt’s court, Argantes was his name : . 45
Exalted *midft the princes of the land,

And firft in rank of all the martial band :

Impatient, fiery, and of rage unquell'd,

In arms unconquer’d, matchlefs in the fiedd ;

Wbo(c:
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Whofe impious foal contempt of Heav'n avow’d, 455

His fword his law, his own right hand his God!
Now thefe an audience of the leader fought,

And now ' Goiffrey’s awful fight were brought,

There Jowly feated, with his peers around,

Inmodeft garb the glorious chief they.found. 460

True valour,-unadorn’d, attraéls the fight,
And fhimes canfpicuous by its native lighe.
To him a {light.refpe® Argantes made,

As one whofe pride bat feldom homage paid.

But low Mletbes bow'd in thought profound,. 465
And fix’d his humble eyes upon the ground ;

His better hand his penfive bofom prefs'd,

With all the adoration of the eaft :

And while:attention on his accents hung, .

Thefe words, like honey, melted from-his tongue. 470
O worthy! thou alone! to whofe command

Subluit the heroes of this glorious band!

To theestheir laurels and their crowns they owe,

_Thy condu& brings them victors from the foe : .
Nor ftops thy fame within 4kides’ bounds, 478
To diftant Egypt Gedfrey's name refounds ! -
Fame thro® our fpacions realm thy glory bears,

And fpeakes thy valour to our lift'ning ears,
But on thy deeds our Sov'reign chiefly ‘dwells, :
With pleafure hears them, and with pleafure tells: 480

In thee, what others fear or hate, he loves’; :
Thy virtue fires him, and thy valour moves :

Fain would he join with thee in friendly ‘bands,

And mutual peace and amjty demands, ¢ . . -

o : Since
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Since diff'rent faiths their fanition hére deny, 4%

Let mutual virtue kait the facred tye.

But as he hears thy traops their marches bend

T® expel from Séin’s walls his ancient friend 3

He now (t’ aveid thofe-gvils yet behibd)

By us unfolds the counfels of.his mind. 490

Then thus he fays: Thy firft defign forbear,

Content with what thou now hift gain'd in war:

Nor on Judea's realm thy forces bring,

Nor vex the lands protefted by our King ;

So will he, join’d with thee, thy pow'r enfure, - 495

And fix thy yet uncertaim flace fecure:

United both, their conquefts to regain,

The Turks and Perfians fhall attempt in vain,

Much hatt thou done, O Chief! in little fpace,

Which leagth of ages never can deface, [

What cities won! What armies overthrown!

What dang’rous marches, and what ways ynknown !

The ncighb'ring ftates with terror own thy fades

And diftant regions tremble at thy name.

Your glory at the height, with heedful care 508

Avoid the chances of a doubtful war :

Encreafe of realm your further toils may crowa,

But conqueft ne'er can heighten your renown -

And fhould your arms be now in battle croft,

Loft is your empire, and your glory loft | (1]

Infenfate he who rifks a certain ftate,

For diftant profpe&s of uncertain fate.

Yet our advice perchance will lightly weigh,

And urge thy purpefe, not thy march delsy 3
. While
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‘While uncoatroul’d fuccefs thy foul infpires ;
‘While glows thy bofom with ambition’s fires :
That glorious frailty of the noble mind, -
To conquer nations, ard fubdue mankind !
For this you fly from proffer’d peace afar,
With more diftafte than others fhun the war : 52@
Thefe motives bid thee ftill the path purfue, -
Which fate has open’d largely to thy view :.
Nor in the fheath return that dreaded fwosd,
(Of ev’ry conquett in the field affor’d)

"Till in oblivion Macea’s laws are laid,

And A4ffa, by thy arms, a defart made!
Alluring founds, and grateful to the ear;

But O what dangers lurk beneath the foare!
Then, if no cloud of pafiion dims thy fight,
And cafts a veil before thy reafon’s light; [x L 2
Well may’tt thou fee what little hopes appear,

From ev’ry profpe® of the lengthen'd war.

Refle& how foon the gifts of fortune tusn ;.

Thofe who rejoice to-day, to-morrow mourn :

And he who foars an unexpeced flight, 53%
Oft falls as fudden from his tow’ring height. '
Say, to thy harm, fhould Egypt take the field '
In arms, in treafure rich, in council fkill’d ;

And add to thefe (the war again begun)

The Turks, the Perfians, and Caflans’s fon; 540
What forces could’ft thou to their pow’r oppofe ; '
And how efcape from fuch a hokt of foes ?

Or do't thou in the Grecian King confide,.

By facred union to thy caufe ally'd 2

43
515

52§
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To whom is not the Grecian faith difplay’d ? = g4%
What fnares for thee the guileful race have laid !
Will thofe, who onee your common march withftood,
Now rifk for you their lives in fields of blood ?
Bat thou perhaps (fecure amidft thy foes)
Dot in thefe fquadrons all thy hopes repofe ; 550
" And deem’ft the fcatter’d bands thy force o’erthrew
As eafy, when onited, to fubdue ;
Tho’ toilfome marches have your troops annoy'd,
Your firength enfeebled, and your men defiroy'd ;
Tho’ unexpected nations thould combine, 555
And Egypt with the Turks and Perfians join.,
Yet grant that Fate fo ftrongly arms thy band,
No fword cdn conquer, and no foe withftand
Lo! Famine comes with all her ghaftly train
What further fubterfuge, what hopes remain ?
Then draw the faulchion, and the jav'lin wield ;
Then dream of conqueft in the boafted field.
Behold th' inhabitants have wafted wide:
The fertile:country; and the fields defiroy’d ;
And fafely lodg’d in tow’rs their ripen’d grain: 565
What hopes.are left thy numbers to {uftain ?
‘Thy thips, thou fay’ft, will due provifions fend :
Does then thy fafety on the winds depend ?
Perhaps thy fortune can the wiads reftrain ;
" Thy voice appeafe the roaring of the main. 570
Yet think 3 fhould once onr nation rife in fight,
And with the Perfiass and the Turks unite,
Could we not then oppofe a num’rous fleet
On equal terms, thy naval pow'r to meet2

60

. .
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If here, O Chief; thou feek’ft to gain renown, 575
A double conqueft muft thy labours crown : -
One lofs may fully ev’ry former deed ;
One lofs may unexpeéted dangers breed :
Before our veflels thould thy'navy fly ; o
Thy forces here, oppreft.by famine, die : 8.
Or fhouldft thou lofe the battle here, in vain oo
Thy fleet would ride viQtorious on the main, L
Then if thy foul rejeét the peace we bnng. :
And fcorn the’ friendthip_ of th’ Egypuau ng :
This condut (undxfguls’d the truth I tell) - 585
Nor fuits thy virtue, nor thy wifdom well.
But if thy purpofe feem to war inclin’d,
Heav'n change, to gentle peace, thy better mind :
So Afia may at length from troables ceafe,
And thou enjoy thy conquer’d lands in peace. ~  ¢ge
And you, ye leaders, who his dangers fhare,
Fellows in arms, and partners of the war!
Ah! let not Fortune’s fmiles your fouls excite,
'I'o tempt again the doubtful chance of fight.
But as the pilot, fcap’d the treach’rous deep, 593
Refts in the.welcome port his weary fhip ; ) :
Now furl your fails with pleafure near the fhore,
And truft the perils of the fea no more.

Here ceas’d Alethes; and the heroes round,
With looks difpleas’d return’d a murm’ring found : Goe -
With deep difdain the terms propos’d they heard,
While difcontent in ev’ry face appear’d.
Then thrice the Chief his eyes around him threw,
And caft on ev’ry one his piercing view ;

v

oo
o

Next
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‘Next on Aletbés turn’d his careful look, bog

‘Who waited his reply, and thus he fpoke. S
Embaffador | with threats and praifes joind,

Faull wifely haft thou told thy Sov’reign’s mind :

If he efteem us, and our worth approve,

With grateful pleafure we receive his love. 610

‘But where thy words a threaten’d ftorm difclofe

Of Pagan armies, and confed’rate foes;

To this I fpeak; to this my anfwer hear ;

An open purpefe cloath'd in words fincere.

Knaw firft the caufe for which we have fuftain'd 615

.Such various hazards both by fea and land ;

By day and night fuch pious +toils have known:—

“To fre¢ the paffage to yon® hallow’d town 3

“To merit favour from the King of Heav'n,

By freedom to the fuff 'ring Chriffians giv'n. 620

Nor fhall we fear, for fuch a glorious end,

‘Our kingdom, lives, and worldly fame to (pend.

No thirft of riches has our bofoms fir'd ;

No luft of empire our attempt infpir'd :

1f any thoughts like thefe our fauls infeft, b2

Th’ Eternal drive fuch poifon from the breaft !

Still may his merey-o'er our fteps prefide;

His hand defend us, and his wifdom guide:

His breath infpir'd ; .his pow'r has brought us far

Thro’ ¢v'ry danger of the various war: 630

By this are mountains paft, and rivers croft;

This tempers fummer’s heat, and winter’s froft:

This can the rage of furious tempefts bind,

Acd loofen or refizain th' obedient wind :

.

Hence
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Heace lofty walls are bumt and tumbled down ;

Hence armed bands are {ain sod overtbrawn :

Hence fprings the hope and cenfidence. we boaft ;.

Not from the forces of a morsal boft : -

Not from eur veflelss nor from Gresias lands

With pumbers fwarming; nor the Gallic bands. 640

Aqd if we fill th’ Almighty’s care partake,

Let nations, at their will, our' caufe forfake!

Who knows the fuccour of his pow'rful hands,

No other aid, in time of need, demands.

But thould he, for our fins, his help withdraw,

(As who can fathom Heav’n’s etornal Jlaw !)

Lives there a man who would not find Ris somb,

Where hallow’d earth did once his Gop inhume ?

So fhall we die, noer eavy thole who live;

Nor unreveng’d fhall we our death. receive ; 650

Nor Afia thall rejoice to view our flate ; -

Nor we fubmit with fbrrew to our fate!

Yet think net that our wayward minds prefer,

To gentle peace, the horrid fcenes of war:

Nor think we ill your Monarch's love return ; 653

Or with contempt his friendly union feorn.

But wherefore do his cares on Sion bend ?

And wherefore thus anothei’s realms defend ?

Then let him .not require our arms to ceafe ;

So may ‘he rule his native lands in peace ! 660
Thus anfwer'd Godfrey : and with fury fivell'd

The fierce Argantes, nor his wrath repeil’d ;

The boiling paffion from his bofom broke ;

Before the Chicf he flopd, and thus he fpoke.

r{

635

645

Let
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Let him, who will ot profier'd peace.receive, 665
Be fated with the plagues that war can give!
And well thy hatred of the peace is known, °
If now thy foul rejett our friendthip thown.
This faid; his mantle in his hand he took,..
And folding round before th’ affembly fhook, 670§
Then thus again with threat’ning accent fpoke,
O thou! who ev’ry peril would’t defpife,
Lo! peace and war within this mantle lies!
See here th* ele@ion offer'd to thy voice ;
No more delay — but now declare thy choice! 675
His fpeech and baughty mien each leader fir'd,
And with a noble rage their fouls infpir'd:
War{ war! aloud with gen’ral voice they cry'd;
Nor waited till their godlike Chief reply'd,
At this the Pagan fhook his vef in air — 68
Then take defiance, death and mortal . war !

-So fierce he fpoke, he feem’d to burft the gates

Of Fanus™ temple,” and difclofe the fates :
‘While from his mantle, which afide he threw,
Infenfate Rage and horrid Difcord flew : . 585
Ale&o’s torch fupply’d her hellith flame,
And from his eyes the flathing {parkles came.
So look'd the Chief of old, whofe impious pride,
With mortal works, the King of Heav’n defy'd;
So fiood,  when Babel rear’d her front on high,  6ge
To threaten battle gainft the ftarry fky.

Then Godfrep — To thy King the tidings bear ;.

. And tell him we accept the threaten’d war :

Go, bid him haften here to prove our might,
Or on the barks of Nil expe&t the fight, €93

This
2
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. ‘This laidy vie leager hovour'd either guelly
And due refpe@, by diff'renit gifts, expref'd.
dletkes firft he:gave » helon of prices - -
A prize amony the fpoils of eonquer’d Mo,
A coftly fword Asgastes next obtain’d,
Well wrought and fihion’d by thie workman’s hand :
Machlefs the werk, 2ad glorions to behold, tt
‘The hilt with jewels blas’d;, and flam’d with go!d.
With joy the Pagan Chief the g?ft farvey'd,
Admir'd the rich defign and temper'd blade :
Then thus to-Gogfry : When we meet in field,
Behold how well our hands thy- preferit wleld !
Now, parting ffom the camp, -their leave thcy took

And thus svgantes to Aleshes {poke. '

© 1o! to Jerufalem my courfe I take; 710
To Egypt thou thy purpos'd journey make s
Thou with the early rays of morning light ;
But I impatient with the friendly night.
Well may th’ Egyprian court my prefence fpare ;
Suffice that thou the Chriffian’s anfwer bear 3 715
Be mine to mingle in the lov’d alarms
Of noble conflit, and the found of arms.

Thus he, embaflador of peace who came,

Peparts a foe in attion and in name :

7%

Nor heeds the warrion in his haughty mind, 720
The antient laws of nations and mankind :

Nor for Alesbes’ anfiver deign’d to ftay,

Bat thro’ furrounding thades pur{u’d his way, }
And fought-the town, impatient of delay,

Vou. I. D Now

700 )
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Now had the night her drowfy pinions fpread; 725
The winds. were hufh’d ; the weary waves were dead ;
The fith repos’d in feasand cryfial floods; ~
The beafts retir’d in covert of the woods;

{The palnted birds in grateful filence {lept ;

And o'er the world a fivoet oblivien crept. . 930

‘But not the faithful hoft, with thought opprcﬁ"d,

Nor could ‘their leader tafe the gift of reft ;.

Such ardent withes in-their bofoms burn;
So.cager were they for the day’s return ;

T6 lead their forces to the hallow’d town, 735

The foldxeu mumph. and the vitor’s crown!

With longmg,eyes they, wan the morning light,

*To chice with mly beams the duﬂr.y nights

"The Exp of the Seconp Boox.

JERUSA-
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. BOO K 1L

T HE ARGUMENVP.

The Chriftian. Jrny arrivves bufore ];mfalem Th alarm
is given 10 the Saraoem, ‘awho prepare for ¢ t&c rm')m.
of the Exay. Clormda ma&e.r.tbt  firft jal{' ﬁc m-
counters ami &ills Gardo ; ,/éc mm avd engages with
Tancred; a_fort interview t»jxu bstwaen them, In
the mean time, Argantes, falling o the Chriftians fwti
-a great flaughter, the alion bcu»w more gmal. Er.
wminia, frem the walls, ﬁaw: mtd dy:rih.r do the ng.
the feveral Cnmana'er: qf the C hn[han Army. Rinal-
do and Tancred jm;fbrm Zreat nﬁwm Dudon, bmng
Signalized himfelf, #s killed by Argantes. Tbe Pagans,
being clifely preffed, are at laft compelled to retreat to the
city. Godfre_y caufes Dudan 1o be interred awith func
ral bomours 5 and fends' his workmen fo feII timber for
making mgma o tany on ibe ﬁcge.

OW from the golden calt the Zepbyrs borne,
Proclaim’d with balmy gales th’ approach of mom ;
And fair Aurora deck’d her radiant head
With rofes cropt from Eden’s flow’ry bed ;
When from. the founding camp was heard afar
The noife of troops preparing for the war:
Dz To
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“To this fucceed the trumpet’s loud alarms,
Ahd rouze, with thrillér notes, the-hok to arms,
The fage commander o'er their zeal prefideg
And with a gentle-rein-their-arder guides. 10
Yet cafier feem’d &, .neat Chagpbdls) caves,
“T'o fay the current-of the boiling waves s
Or flop the north, that fhakes the mountain’s brow,
And whelma thie vefltls io the feias below., .
He rules their order, marfhals ev’ry band : 1§
Rapid they niobe, B?mrapxd with command. -
Witk holy zeal thelr 'fwelhng Hearts’ abound
And theif mng’d foothteps fearéely prmt ‘the ground
When now'the fun afcends th’ ethereal way,
And firikes the du{ly ‘field thh warmer riy; 20
Beliold 7erufa1m in profpe& lies! o
Behold 7m:falm l'alutes their eyes ! T
At ofice a thqufand tong-cs repeat the name,
And hail ‘fmja?m w1th loud acclaim! -

To fillors thus, wha, wand’sing on the main, 1§
Have long explor’d fome diftant coaft in vain,
In feas uxﬁmown and foreign regions lott,
By formy winds and faithlefs billows toft,
If chance at length th’ expedted land appear,
With joyful thouts they hail it from afar ; 30
They paiat, with sapture, o the wif'd-for fhore,
And dresm of former teils and fears no meore.

At firft, tranfported with the pleafing fight,
Each Chrifiian;baforn glow’d with full delight:
But deep ¢pntrition foon their joy fupprels’d, 3
And holy forraw {adden’d ev’ry breatt : K

- 4. Scarce
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Scarce dare their eyes the city’s walls furvéy, -

Where, cloath’d in flefh; their dear Radmtlv 3.

Whofe facred earth did once their Lord epclefe, .

And where triumphant from the grae ke rolgl.. 40

Each falt’ring tongue imperfect {peeth fupplies ;- .. -

Rach lab’ring bofem heaves with frequent fighs.c

At once their mingled joys and gtiefs appehr, ..

And undiftinguith'd myrmaurs £l the air. :

80 when the grove the fanning wind receives, . : . 4%

A whifp’ring noife is heard among the leawess.. - ..

So, near the craggy rocks or winding hare,- - -

In hollew- founds the broken billows yoar, |

Each tool th’ example as their chieftaing Jed,

With naked feet the hallow’d foil they tread : [

Each throws his martial ornaments aide, :

The cre@ed helmets, with their plumy pride :

To humble thougiws their lofty hearts tliey bendy ~ -

And down their chocks the pius teaes dnhnd:

Yot each, -as if his hread 8o forraw mev'd, - R ]

In words like thefe his tardy grief reprovd. - = . -
Here, where thy wounds, O Lord! diflill'd x fioed;

And dy’d the hallow’d feil with fscaming blaod; -+ .

Shall not. thele eyes their gratef mhnm fhow. u a

In od memorial of that awful hour2 - .» . - G@

Ah! wherefore frozen thus my. heart apputs.

Nor melts in fountains of perpetaal tears }.

Why does my harden’d heart this temper. lmpi' .

Now mourn thy fins, thy Seiiour's. fuff 'rings. weep !

. Meantime the watch that in the city foody -~ - 63

Aad from a lofiy tow’s the country view'dy | . ..

Dji . Saw
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Saw ’mid#t the fields a rifing duft appear,
That like a thick’ning cloud obfcur’d the air;
From whence,: by fits, a flathing fplendor came,
+And {udden gleams of momentary flame - 70
Refulgent:arms and armour next were feen,
And fteeds diftingoith’d, and embattled men:
Then thas, aloud — What mift obfcares the day-! -
What fplendors in yon’ dufty whirlwind-play !
Rife, rife,. yecitizens! your gates defend : 79
Hafte, foatcly your weapons, -and the walls afcend I
Behold the foeat hand | — he faid, and ceas’ds -~ «
The Pagans heard, and feiz'd their arms in hafte,
The belplefs children, and the female train, ”
With feeble age that could not arms fuftain, - 8
Pale and affiighted to the mofques repair, '
And humbly fupplicate the pow'rs with pray’r. . .
But thofe, of limbs robuft, and firm of fouly .. [
Already arm'd, impatient of controul, LahaL
Part line the gates, and part afcend the walk: -85
The King with care provides, and orders all: . - .
From place to place he marthall’d ev'ry crew, - ..
Then to the fummit of a tow’r withdrew, = .. .
From whenceiin profpedt lay the fubje@-lands, -
From whence he could with eafe diret’ theut 90
And there Ermizia by his fide he plac'd, .
The fair- Erminia, who his palace grae’d,
Since Antioch fell before the Chrifian hoft, - . -
And- herdearifire che haplefs virgin loft. v
Now had Clirimde with impatient fpeed -9
T attack the-Pranks, .a chofen fquadron led o+ . Lo
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But, in a diff 'rent part, Circafia’s knight
Stood at a fecret gate prepar’d for fight.
The,gen’rous maid with looks intrepid fir'd
Her brave companions; and with words infpird. 100
"Tis ours to found the glorieus work, (fhe cries)
The hope of 4fa in our courage lies!
While thus fhe fpeaks, the fees a Chrifian band .
With rural fpoils advancing o’er the Jand;. * :
Who fent, as wont, to forage round the plain, - - - 10§
Now feek with flocks and herds the camp again,
Sudden on thefe the turn’d; their chief beheld
Her threat'ning force, and met her in the field :
Gardo his'name, a man approv’d in fight, o
But weak his ftrength ¢ oppofe Clorinéla’s might. * ‘110
Slain in the dreadful fhock, on eafth he lies, :
O'erthrown before the Franks® and Syridkseyes.
Loud, at the fight, exclaim the Pagan tain,. ...
And hail this omen, but their hopes weee vain ;
Fierce on the reft the.warlike virgimflew,.1.. L .- 3ig
And pierc’d their battle, and theiriranks o'erthrewyuls
And, where her flaugin'ying fword a paffage hewid, 20
Her following troops the glorious pathhpusfu'd; . "~ A
Soon from the fpoilers’ hands their {poil shey ;take :
The Franks, by flow degrees, the fidld forfake; . 120
At length the fummit of a:hill they gain, . R
And, aided by the height;’the foes.uftain. ~ = - i,

Now, like 8 whirlwind rething frén the-thies; ..
Or fwift as light'ning thro’ the mther-flies, . R
At Godfrey'’s fignal, noble Tascred near ‘125
His fquadron movwes, and thakes his beamy fpear.

Dy
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‘So firm-his hands thé pond’rous jav’lin wield,

So fierce the youthful warrior foogrs the field;

The King, who view'd him from his tow'ry height,

Efeem’d him fure fome chief renown'd in fight: 130

Then to.the maid befide him thus he fpoke,

(Whofe gentle fonl with foft emotions fhook)

Thou casfl, by of®, eack Chrifiass name reveal; .

Tho’ here difgdis’d, avd cas’d in fhining freel:

Say, who is he, fb fierce in combat feen, 139

Of dauptiefs femblance, and ereed mien'?-

At this the virgin heav’d a tender figh,

The filent drops ftood trembling in her eye :

But, all fhe copld, the fair her toars fupprefs’d,

And flopp’d the marmurs of her troubled beeaft:. 149

Yet on her chegks the trickling dews appear’d,

And from he lips a broken figh was heard,

Then artful to the King fhe thus reply’d ; o

(And firove with angry words her thaughts to Liide)

Ahme! ] know lim fure, have canfe too well . > 144,

Among » théufand that dirg chieftokelt: .. " ;-

Oft have I feen him firew the purple plain,

And glut kis fary: with my people flain I R

Alas! how figre his blaws! the wounds they give,

Nor herbs can heal, nor magic asts relieve ; 150

Tancred hiz name «—= Q! grant fome happier hour.

May' yield him, living, prisiger to iny pow's! .

So might my foul fome fecret comfort find, - -

And fweet revenge appeafe-my reftléfi' mind ¥ : :

+ She faid, and ceas'd; the King the damfel heard, 153:

But 10 a diff ‘reat fenfe her fpeech refen’d ;
- _— While,
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While, suingled with theRt antful words e {paks, -

A figh fpontancaus froms ber bofom breke. . * -
Meanwtiile,- ber lance in reft, the warcioredame .

With eager hafte-t* encounter Tancrvd came. 160

Their visers firuck, the fpears i fiivers.flews. ... ’

The virgin’s face was left-expos’d to view ;. .

The thongs, shat held her. helmet, burfl in temin;'.

Hurl’d from het head, it boanded on the plain:

Loofe it tie'wind hes golden trefits.low'd, ~.. . 164§

And now a taid,) confeli'd to-ofl, fhe/flopd s il . .

Keen flafh ber eyes, Rér look with fary glowss

Yet ev'n in rage, each featurk fovely thows : - }

What charms muft then her Wwinning finilés difelofe ¥

What thoughts,” O Tancted ! "Rave iy Bofom'ntov'd ? -

Do'ft thou notfee and know that face belbvdr: 173

Lo! there the face that caus’d ‘thy dm’rouk’pains -

Ak thy fond heart, for there her fokm Yeiains : ’

Behold the features of the lovely dame; -~ -

Who for refrefhment to the founain came? 17§
The knight, who mark’d not firit her creft'and fhieldy

ABonifh’d now her well-known face beheld. -

She, o'er her head difarm’d, the bucklér threw;

And on her fenfelefs foe with fury flew: .

The foe retir’d ; on other parts he turn’d 180

His vengeful feel ; yot till her anget burn'd; :

And with a threat’ning voice aload theery’d ;

And with a thoufand deaths the chief defy’d.

Th’enamour’d warrior ne’er returns a blow,

Nor heeds. the weapon of his lovely. foe ; - . 18g

D _ But
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Bat vieWs; .with cager gaize; ber charmibg eyes, |
From whence the fhaft of love wnerring flies: * -
Then to himfelf ~~ In vain the firoke defcends ;
I8 vain her-awgry fword the woand intends ; '
While from her face onarm’d fhe fends the dast, . 190
“That rives, with fuver aim, my. bleeding heart !
At:length reftlv’d, tho® hopelefa of nelief,
No more in filesce to fupprefs higgriefs. -« ..
And that the dame might know ber fage posfu'd
A fuppliant captive by bex charms fubdy'ds - . -1g5
O thou ! ;(he cry’d) whofe hoftile fury glows
On me alone amid this hott of foes, . :
TogetherIct us from the field semove,
And, hand.to l”nd. our. matual valoyr prove.
. ‘The ngxd,hu challcnge heard, and, void of fear, 200
th head, parm'd 'd rufh’d fnnoga to the war ¢
Her trembling loyer's fteps in hafte purf’d,
And now, prepar'd, in at’of combat ftood,
Already aim’d a ftroke when loud he cry'd:
Firft make, oondmons ere the ftrife be try*d. 05
Awhile her threat ning arm the virgin ftaid,
And thus the youth by love embolden'd, faxd. \
Ah! fince on terms of peacc thou wilt not join,
Transfix this heart, this heart no longer mine:
For thee with pleafure I refign my breath ; 210
Receive my life, and triumph in’'my death.
See unrefifting in thy fight I ﬁand ;-
Then fay what caufe detains thy hng ring hand?
-Or fhall I from my breaft the corflet tear,
Aod te the firoke my naked bofom bear ? "21g

“Thos
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Thus wretched Tancred {poke, and more had faid -

T* unfold his forrows to the wond'’ring maid 3

But _fudden now his troops appear’d at hand,

Who clofely prefs'd the Pagan’s yielding band :

Or fear or art xmpell'd the Syrian race ; 220

One feem’d to fly,. while ¢ other held the chace.

Whenlo! a foldier, who the foes purfu’d,

And, pat expos'd, the fair Clorinda view’d,

Aim’d, as he pafs’d behind th’ unwary maid,

A fadden ftroke at her defencelefs head. 22§

Tancred, who fees, exclaims with eager cries,

And with his fword to meet the weapon flies.

Yet not in vain was urg’d the threat’ning fteel,

On ber fair neck, beneath her head, it fell:

Slight was the wound ; the crimfon drops appear, 230

And tinge the ringlets of -her golden hair,

So fhines the gold, which fkillful artifts frame,

And, mix'd with rubies, darts a ruddy flame.

Fird at the deed, the Prince with anger burn’d,

And, with his faulchion, on th’ offender turn’d. 235

This flies, and that purfues with vengeful mind,

Swift as an arrow on the wings of wind !

The mufing virgin view’d -their courfe from far,

Then join’d her flying partners of the war.

By turns fhe flies; by turns fhe makes a fland; 240

And boldly oft attacks the Chriflian band.

So faré’a bull with mighty ftrength indu’d,

In fome wide field by troops of dogs pnrfu d;

Oft as he fhews his horns, the fearful train.

Stop fhort, but follow when he flies again, 245
D6 And
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And Rill Clorinda as the fled the field,
Her head defended with her lifted fhield,
Now thefe the battle y, and thofe purfue,.
*Till near the lofty walls appear in view ;.
When, with a dreadful fhout that fills the air, 250
The Pagans, turning fwift, renew the war:
Around the plain in circuit wide they, bend,
And flank the Chrifiians, and their rear offend. -
Then bold Argantes, from the city’s height,
Pours, with his {quadron, on the front of ight. 25§
Impatient of delay before his crew,
With farious hafte the fierce Circaffian flew.
The firt he met his thond’ring jav'lin found,
And horfe and horfeman tuntbled to the ground :
And ere the trufty fpear in fhivers broke, 260
. What numbers more an equal fate partook !
. His faulchion next he drew, and ev’ry blow,
Or flays, or wounds, or overturns the foe!
Clorinda faw, and kindled at the view,
And old drdelius, fierce in battle, flew : “265
Robuft in age! two fons their father guard;
But nought can now the deadly weapon ward.”
Alcander, eldeft born, her fury found,
His fire deferting with a ghaftly wound ;
And Poligbernes, next his place in fight, 30
Scarce fav'd his life from brave Cloririda’s might.
But Tancred, weary’d with the fruitlefs chace,
Of him whofe courfer fled with fwifter pace,
Now turn’d his eyes, and faw his troops from far
Engag’d too boldly in uaequal war: ) 27§
’ He
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He-view'd them by furrounding Pamﬁ: prefi’d,

Aand {fpurr'd his courfer.to theit aid i1 hafte, )
Nor he alone, bit'to their refcue. cime” © "' -
The band, the fitf in dangers as in fame; .
The band by Dadon led, the heroes’ boalt, 280
The ftrength and bulwark of the Cbrg/han Hoft.
Rinalds, braveft of'the brave coiifelr’d;

Like flathing’ llghfmng fhione before the T rc&!

Erminia foon the gallant prince beheld, o .
Known by the eagle in an azuré feld. " 285
‘Then to the King; who thither turn’d his eyes :
Behold a chief, unmatch’d.in arms ! (fhe cries)

No fword like his in yonder qamp is feea,

Yet fearce begins the down to fhade his chin.:

‘Six champions more, his equals in‘the ﬁcld - 299

Had made already conquer’d Syria yield : .

The furtheft regions had confefs’d their fivay, .
The diftant realms beneath the rifing day !-

And ev’n the Nile, perhaps, his head unknown: -

Had vainly then conceal’d, the yoke to fhun! . 295

Such is the youth! his name Rinaldy call —

Whofe hand with térror fhakes the threaten’d wall !

Now turn your eyes, and yonder chief behold,

Array'd in verdant arms and fhining gold :

Dudon his name, (the gallant band he leads, ~ go0

Advent'rers call’d, and firft in martial deeds)

Of noble lineage, with expenence crown’d,

In age fnpenor, as in worth renown'd,

See where yon' leader clad in fable ﬁands,

(Whofe brother holds the rale of Nerway’s lands) 305
Gernande
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Gernands fierce, of no unwarlike name, .
But with his pride he fullies all his fame.
‘The friendly couple, who, in vefture white, .
So clofe together fhare the tatk of fight, )
Are Edward'and Gildigpe, (blamelefs pafr!) . 310
In love unequall’d, and renown’d in war !

While thus fhe fpoke ; upon the plain below,
They faw more deep the dreadful carnage grow ¢
There Tancred and Rinalds's furious hands -
Pierc’d the thick ranks, and broke th’ oppofing bands.
Next, with his fquadron, Dudon rufh’d along, 316
And pour'd impetuous on the hoftile throng, .
Ev'n fierce Argantes, tumbled to the ground.
By brave Rinalds, fcarce his fafcty found :
Nor had the haughty chief efcap’d fowell, 320
But lo! Rinalde’s horfe that inftant fell,
And, chancing on his mafter’s foot to light,
Detain’d awhile the champion from the fight.
The ronted Pagans, now, opprefs’d with dread,
Forfook their ranks, and to the city fled. 335
Alone Clorinda and drgantes bear .
The raging florm that thunders on the rear.
Intrepid thefe maintain their dang’rous poft,.
And break the fury of the conqu'ring hoft:
Their daring hands the foremoft battle meet, .. 330
‘Bid flaughter paufe, and cover the retreat. ‘
Impetuous ‘Dudon chac’d the Bying crew,
And fierce Tigranes, with a fhock, o'erthrew :
Then thro® his neck the fword a paffage found,
And left the carcafe headlefs on the ground, 335

In
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In vain his ggirafs fteel’d Algmysog-,« Vel
Corband’s temper'd cafque ‘“‘ﬂ‘ﬂ“&"u. bozdd o 'i‘
This thro® the nape-and face the weapan prefa'd s,
That, thro’ the back, and ifli'd at bis breat, - -~
Then Amurath and Mahomer. )le flew; - . 340
Their fouls reluant from theis bodics flew,r. ..., -
The fiern Mlmansor next his walour prov'd;. .., -
Andfa;cefecm:hcgrqat&rmﬁumv’d. e
Argantes rav'd, his breaft with fary basn’d, - o
And oft, retreating, on the foe be wnds . 245
"Till with a fudden firoke the chief he foand,.
And in his flank imprefs'd a mortal wousd. = |
Proue fally the leader, firetch’d on earth he lies, -
An iron fleep invades bis fwimming'eyes: . - .. ¢
And thrice he ftrives to view the lighs in vain, 330
And on his arm his finking bulk fuflain ;. .
Thrice backward falls, and fickens at the-fight,. -
And fhuts, at length, his eyes in endiefs night : .
A chilly fweat o%er all his body. fireams;
A mortal coldnefs numbs his fiff’ning limbs, - 355
The fieroe Argantes ftay'd not o’er the dead,. .
But, turning to the Franks, aloud he faid.

Warriors, attend! furvey this bloody fvord,
But yefter’s fun the prefent of your Lord! - .
Mark how this hand has try’d its ufe to-day: - 360
Hafte! -00 his ears the glad report convey.: '
What fecret pleafure moft your leader feel, = @
Tofind his glorious gift approv'd fo well!
Bid him, to noblet purpofe foon addrefs’d,
Expe&t this weapon bury’d in his breatt : 363

And
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Aad fhould he long delay our force to meet,

This hand thall tear him from his dark retreat.
Boafiful he fpoke; enrag'd the Chriffians hear, *

And furious round him drive the thick’ning war,

But he already, with the flying crew, - 370

Safe in the thelter of the town withdrew. -
Now from’ the wall the clofe defenders pour -+

Their fiones; iike forms of hail, 2 miflile fhow’rs'

Unnamber'd quivers fhifs for bows fapplys @ ' .

And clouds of arrows froms the ramparts iy I~ - " 37§

Awhile they force th* advancing Franks to fland,

*Till in the gates retreat the-Pagan band ;

When lo! Rimaléo came, (who now had freed

His foot encumber’d by bis fallen fteed) - : :

Beger he ruth’d, on proud Argamcs head 380

To take revenge for haplefs Duden dead ¢

Thro’ all the ranks, infpiring rage, he flies ;

Why ftand we ling’ring here ? (the warrior cries)

Loft is the chief who rul'd our band of late,

‘Why hafte we not t'avenge the leader’s fate 2, 3%

When fuch a caufe our vengeful force demands,

Shall thefe weak ramparts ffop our conqqu'ring hands?

Did walls'of triple fieel the town enclofe, -

Or adamantine bulwarks guard the foes,

Yet vainly there fhonld hope ta lwk fecure 390

‘The fierce Argantes from your wrathfol pow’r. e

Hafte ! let m florm the gates — He faid, and fiew

With foremoft fpeed béfose the warring crew :

Dauntlefs he goes, nor falling flones he fears,

Nor florms of arrows hiffing round his cars ;. 395
So
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So fierce-he nods his creft, {0 tow'rs-on high,

Such light'njng flathes from. bis-angry eye;

The Pagasns qun the walls, with-doubts oppnfs‘i!.

Eeel fudden temmfean'cv ry bosafts. - -, .
While thus Risa/do to the batile moves, ' = 406

And thefe encourages,-and thefe seproves;. .

Behold, difpatch’d by Gedfiey's. high commands, -

The good Sigerw:ftopp’d th’ advanging bands ;.

He, in the leader’s name, - repre@’d dicir heat; S

Avd bade the. Chrifians from the ficld getrens. 408

‘Return, ye warriors ! (thuis aloud he ery'd): 1. -

'Till fiter feafon.lay your arms sfide : . .

This Godfrey wills, and be-his will oboy'd. )

He faid: Rimaldo.then. bis ardor haid, - L }

And flern obedienge to.the {ummons paid. * : " 410

He turn’d ;- but his difdainful losks sbreald o -

The fury in bis breat but ill conceald, . - -

" Now.from the walls sh*.uawilling fqmdroas ge;.

Retiring, vnmolefted by the foe; .

Yet leave not-Drabei!s eorfey in battle flaib,. - | 434
D‘Pmulsﬁdmwkﬂa&u&eplﬁa; .
Sopparted in theje s, with pigua carey: i+ - w L1

His faithful friends thein honoar'd burtheiLbede, o I’ - |
Meaatime aloft their leader.Ganfep flood, . -2 .

Aund fram & rifing ground the city view'd. < 429.
.On two unequal hills the.city flands, . . - . !

A vale-between divides the higher landéy: - < 707 . -

Thyee fides without imporvious o the fodst i -

The narthern fide'an caly paffogedhows, " - - “,m‘
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With fmooth afcent ; but well they guard the part 425
With lofty walls, and labeur’d - works of art;
The city lakes and living fprings contains,.
- And cifterns to receive the_falling rains -
Bus bare of herbage is the country round ;- ‘
" Nor fprings non ftreams refrefh the barren groumdi 470
No tender flow’r exalts its chearful head
No Rately trees.at noon their fhelter fpread ;
Save whese, twa.leaguds remote, a- waed appears;
Embrown’d with noxious flinde, the growthi -of yeant
Where momiog gilds the city’s caftern fide,. 435
The facred Fordan pours its gentle tide; - *
Extended le, towards the fetting day,-

The fandy borders,of the:sridland fea:- . . .. .. -
$amaria to thé nosth, aad Berbels wood, 1> .- 1w
Where o tli¢ golden calf the altar flood : i = 440

And on the rainy fouth, the hallow*d earth .
Of Bethlem, where the Lond seceivid bis birh,
. While Godfrey thus, above the fubjed field,

ke lofty walls and Sion's irengeh'bebeldy - - -
And ponder'd whéte tencamp hipmartial pow's, 445
And where he.beft miglg form thehoftile tow’rid
Full on the Chief E¢sinix caft alook,.. .

‘Then fhew'd him to the King, ahd thus fhe fpoke.

- There Godftiy: fandtp in purple vefture feen, v
Of regal prefence, and exalted mieh.. .. . . 45
He feems by nature born to-kingly. fwap,. - - -
Vers’d in each art, ¢t wake mankisd abey: ..
Well kill'd alikeinigy’sy taloof fghs,. « -+ -
ko whom the foldier and the chief unite ;. Not
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Nor can the troops of yonder num’rous hoft, 455
A wifer head or fidadier courage boaft.
Raymend alone with him the praife can fhare
Of wifdom in the cool debates of war; .
Tancred alone, and great Rinalde claim
An equal glory in the field of fame. 460
All tongues {reply'd the King) his wortlr report 7
I faw and knew him at the Gallic court,
When Egypt fent me envoy iato Francs :
Oft in the lifts I faw him wield the lance; :
A fripling then, for {carce the down began 46¢
To cloath his cheeks, the promife of a man | .
Yet did his words ard early deeds prefage,
Feo fore, alas! his fame in riper aget -
Sighing he fpoke;: and hunyg his penfive head,
‘Phen rais’d his eyes'again; and'thus he faid; - 47@
Say, what ia be who flands by Gediiwy's fide, - 11 -
His upper garments with vérmilion dy’d » '
How near kis air, his looks ‘hew much the fame ;
Tho® fhort his fature, lefs ert& his frame) . :i: wi B
*Tis Baldwin, brother to the Princs, (the ary ’d) 47;
T feature like, but’nore by deeds-lly'd. - :
Now tirn thy eyes where, with a'rev’rend mien, .
In a& to cotintil yonder 'chicf is fotn: °
Rgymond is he, in ev’ry condol fage, . . o o
Mature in wifdom of experienc’d age: - . ¢8g
None better warltke firitagems coi: frame,. . .- -
Of all the Galliwor the Larian name.. '
Beyond, the Brisi6 Mounarch’s fon :behold,
The noble Wikiam with the cafque of gold. :
S Nextx
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Next Guelpbo, whout his birth and aQions raife,.  48;
Among the foremoft names, t9 egual preife :
Full well I know. the chief, to fight canfefs'd,.
By his broad: fhovlders and: his.ample. chef
But ftill, amidft yon’ aum’rous troops below,
My eyes explore in vain. their deadiieft foe : 40
Bamand, whofe fury all-my race purfu'd,
The flern deftroyer of my royak bloed |

Thus commane they : while from the hill defcepds-
The Chrifiian Chief, and joias his warlike friends,
The city view’d, he degms th’ attempt were vain, 49¢
©’er craggy rocks the fteepy pafs to gain: -
"Then on the groand, that rofe with fmooth afcent;,
Againtt the northesn gate, he.pitch’d his tent;.
Aad thence, proceeding to the orner tow’s,-

Encamp'd in length the remnant of his pow’r; o0

But could not"half the city’s walls enelofs,

8o wide around the fpacions bulwarks refe.
But Godfrey well fecumee each fev'rak'way:

That: might affiffance to the town. congey ;

To feizgon eviry pafsbin oo he beods, . - 595

And round with frepches desp the camp defends.
Thefo-wosks perfarmid;; .his feps-the-here tam'd,.

Where lay the:bresthlefs corfo of Dadw moyrn’d ;-

Arriv'd, the lifelefs leader prone he foung,

* With many weeping friends encompala’d-ravad.  §1¢

High on a fiasely bier the dead was-plec’d; »

With fun’ral pomp-and fricadly-hosouetgrac'd, .

When Godfrey enter'd, foon themoaenfil créwd :

Indulg’d theix focset woes and wept aload : . .

el ' m

|
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While, with a face compos™d, the pious (:litet 3
Beheld in filence, and fupprefs’d his grief: :
*Till, haviag view’d awhile the warrior dead + - °
With thougheful looks invent, at desgth he faid.

Nor plaints aor ferrews 1o thy déath weowe, : -
Tho’ call’d fb fudden from out ‘wiorld below : * - 528
In Heav’n thou liv't again; thy merealname -
Has left behind the glorious:tracks of fame, *

Well haft thou kept on earth ‘the' Chrifiven faws
Well haft thou dy’d a warrior in thelf canfe! -

Now, happy thade t ijdy Gy Malter’s Highe, | * g
Unfading 1aurels nbiv thy ‘oils’ feguitel - ..
Hail and be blefi*d ! wé méurn not here thy fate,

But weep the chance of our deferted flate,

With thee, fo' bravely parting fio-oar lxo&,

How ftrong  finew of the camp Is loft ! ' 530
But tho® the fate, which-fantch'd thee Meygs,
Thy earthly facconr to eur caufe denies; « -

Thy foul can yet coleftial sids obtain, - - ’
EleQted one of Heav’n’ immortal traini = LA
Of¢ have we feen thee in tif’ embmtled field, 3¢
A mostal then, thy mortsl weapend wield: '~
So hope we fiill to fee thee wield-in fight .
The fatal arms of Heav'n’s réfifflefy xmgbt’ -
O! hear our pray’ss ; oitr pibud vows rcééive; ,
Wich pity alt our earthly tofls rdliéves - - " 540
Procure us conqueft, and our hdft thall pay :
Their thanks to thee, on that triamphant day,

Thus fpoke the Chief: and now the fable night
Had banifl’'d ev’ry beam of ¢héarful light ;

. And,
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And, with oblivion fweet of irkfome cares, 545
Impos’d a truce.on mortal plaints and toars.

But fleeplefs Gedfiey lay, who faw 'twere vain
“T” attempt, without machines, the walls to gain :
What foreft might the. ample planks provide,
Qnd how to frame the piles his thoughts employ’d. 558

Up with the fun he rofe, and left his bed: *
T’ attend the fan’ral rites of Dudon dead. -
Near to the camp, beneath a hillock, flood
The ftately tomb compos’d of cyprefs-wood : -
Above a palm-tree fpread.its verdant fhade. - £5
T'o this the mournipg .troop the gosfe canvey’d.: ‘
With thefe the holy priefts (s.rev’rend train ). - .
A requiem chanted to. the warrior flain, !
‘High.on the boughs were hung, difplay’d to fight,
‘The various arms and enfigns won in fight ; 6o
In happies times the trophies of his hands
Gain'd from the $yriap and the Perfiar bands,
The mighty trunk his. fhining cairafs bore,
And all thofe arms which once the herp wore.
‘Then on the fculptur'd tomb thefe words appear: 565
& Here Dudon lies, the glorions Chief revere !”

Soon as the Prince thefe,pious rites had paid,
(The laft fad office to the worthy, dead) =~ |
He fent his workmen to the woods, prepar’d
And well fupported with.a2 pum’rous guard, 5
Coriceal’d in lowly vales the foret fands,
A Syrian fhew'd it to the Chrifiian bands.
‘To this they march to hew the timbers down,
To fhake the ramparts of thg hallow’d towa,

s s To
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To fell the trees each other they provoke ;
Th infulted foref grodns at ev'ry firoke.
Cut by the biting axe, on earth are laid
The pliant ath, the beach’s fpreading fhade, .. ... .,
The facred palm, -the fun'ral cyprefs fall : -
The broad- leav’d fycnmore, the rhntnne all. g
The married elm his noddmg ‘head declines,
Around whole trunk the ving her tendril twiges.
Some fell’d the pine ; the oak while others hew'd,
Whofe leaves a thoufand changing fprings renew'd ;
Whofe ftasely bulk.a thoufand wingers-foad; * §8g
And feorn’d the.wiads:that.rend the lofty wood. - * .
Some, on the creaking wheels, with labour, ﬁow‘d
The unétuous fir, and cedar’s fragrant. losd.

Scar'd at the founding axe, and cries of men,

Birds quit. the neft, and beafts forfake the den!

, 578
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“BOOK IV’

)

"THE ARGUMENT.

Pluto calls @ council of the Infernal Powuers, His. Jpecch
. 20 urge them . vo-emplop their machinations againf i
" Chriffians, Hidmotds, Kszg.of Damafcus, incited by

a’Demvn, fouds bic Nicce' Armida re the Chrifian camp.
She is inttodwed. 20 Godfreyy and rmdeavonrs, by &

Jeigned fiory of bar misfontunes, to raife bis compaffion.
Many of the chigfi, tenched with ber pretended forvows,
and enflamed wwith ber beawty, are very prefing with
Godfrey to permit them 1o engage in ber cayfe. He &t
length yields to their vequeft. Armida, during ber ve-
Jidence in the camp, captivates, by her arts, alwofi-all
the princigal commaniders,

HILE thefe intent their vaft machines prepare

» T’ affail the city with decifive wars
The Foe of man, whole malice ever burns,
His livid eyes upon the Chriflians turns :
He fees what mighty works their care engage, 1
And grinds his teeth, and foams with inward rage;
And, like a wounded bull with pain opprefs’d,
Deep groans rebellow fram his hideous breait.
) o Thenr
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Then bending ev’ry thought his fchemes to frame,
For fwift deftrution on their hated name ; 19
He fommon'd in his court, to deep debate,
A horrid council of th’ infernal fate:
Infenfate wretch! as if th’ attempt were light
T'oppofe Jenovar’s will, and dare his might:
Ah! too fqrgetful how the vengeful hand 13
Of Heav'n’s Eternal hurls the forky brand !

The trumpet now, with hoarfe-refounding breath,
Convenes the fpirits in the fhades of death :
The hollow caverns tremble at the found ;
The air re-echoes to the noife around ! 20
Not louder terrors fhake the diftant pole, i
When thro’ the fkies the ratling thunders roll :
Not greater tremors heave the lab’ring earth,
When vapours, pent within, contend for birth!
The Gods of hell the awful fignal heard, 25
And, thronging round the lofty gates, appear’d
In various fhapes ; tremendous to the view!
What terror from their threat’ning eyes they threw !
Some cloven feet with human faces wear,
And carling {nakes compofe their dreadful hair ; 30
And from behind is feen, in circles caft,
A ferpent’s tail voluminous and vaft!
Aqthoufand Harpies foul, and Centaurs here,
And Gorgons pale, and Sphinxes dire appear!
Unnumber'd Scyllas barking rend the air; 35
Unnumber’d Pythons hifs, and Hydras glare !
Chimeras here are found ejefling flame ;
~ Buge Polypheme and Geryon's triple frame :
Vou. I, E And
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And many more of mingled kind were feen,

All monftrous forms unknown to mortal men! 4o
In order feated now, th'infernal band

Enclos’d their. griefly King on either hand,

Full in the midft imperial Pluro fate ;

His arm fuftain’d the mafly fceptre’s weight. )

Nor rock, nor mountain lifts its head fo high ; 45

Ev'n tow’ring 4¢/as that fupports the tky,

A hillock, if compar'd with him, appears,

When-his large front and ample horns he rears!

A horrid majefty his looks exprefs'd,

Which fcatter’d tersor, and his pride jncreas'd ; 50

His fanguine. eyes with baleful venom ftare,

And, like a comet, caft a difmal glare :

A length of beard, defcending o’er his breaft,

In rugged curls conceals his hairy cheft;

And, like a whirlpool in the roaring flood, 55

Wide gapes his mouth obfcene with clotted blood.

As fmpky fires from burning Ztna rife,

And fteaming fulphur that infe&ts the fkies :

So from his throat the cloudy fparkles came,

With peftilential breath and ruddy flame : 6o

And, while he fpoke, fierce Cerberus forbore

‘His triple bark, and Hydra ceas’d to roar :

Cocytus ftay’d his courfe ; th’ abyffes fhook 3

When from his lips thefe thund'ring accents broke.
Tartarean Pow’rs ! more worthy of a place 65

Above the fun, whence fprung your glorious race ;

Who loft with me, in one difaft’rous fight,

Yon’ blifsful feats, and realms of endlefs light!
Too
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Too well our former injuries are known ;
Our- bold attempt againfi th’ Almighty’s throne: 50
See now he rules at will the cryftal fphere,
And we the name of rebel angels bear :
And (f3d reverfe!) exil’d from cloudlels days,
The golden fun above, and Rarry rays;
He fhuts us here in dreary glooms immur'd, 75
Our purpofe thwarted, and our fame obfcur’d ;
And now ele@s (a thought that ftings me mare,
Than all the pains I e’er, endar’d before)
To fill our ftation, man of abjeét birth, R
A creature fathion'd of the duft of earth ! E Y
Nor this fuffic’d ; his only Sop he gave
(T’ opprefs us mare) a viim to the grave:
Who came, and burft th’ infernal gates in twain,
And boldly enter'd Plute’s fated reign ;
And thence releas’d the fouls, by lot our due, 8}
And with his fpoils to Heav’n viGtorious flew ;
Triumphaat there, our dirg difgrace to tell,
He fpreads the banners wide of conquer’d hell |
But wherefore fhould I thus repew our woe ;
And who are thofe but muft our fuff’siogs know? go
Was there a time that e’er our foe we faw
The purpofe, which his wrath purfu'd, withdraw ?
Then caft each thaught of former wrongs behind,
And let the prefest outrage fill the mind :
See now what arts he pradiifes to gain - 95
The nations round to worfhip ia his fane! :
And fhall we lie negle@tful of our name,
Nor juft revenge our kindling breats ¢nflame ?
: E 3 And
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And tamely thus behold, in Afia’s lands,

New vigour added to his faithful bands? 100
Beneath his yoke fhall Sion’s city bend,

And further ftill his envy’d fame extend ¥

Shall other tongues be taught to found his praife ;

For him fhall others tune their grateful lays ?

Shall other monuments his laws proclaim ; 103
New fculptur'd brafs, and marble bear his name ?

Our broken Idols caft to earth, and fcorn'd ;

Our altars to his hated worfhip turn’d ?

To him fhall gifts of myrrh and gold be made ; .
T'o him alone be vows and incenfe paid ; 110
Where ev'ry temple once ador'd our pow'r,

T heir gates be open to our arts no more ?

Such num’rous fouls no longer tribute pay,

And Pluto here an empty kingdom fway 2

Ah! no — our former courage ftill we boaft 3 11§
That dauntlefs fpirit which infpir'd our hoft,

When, girt with flames and fteel, in dire alarms

We durft oppofe the King of Heav'n in arms |

’T'is true we loft the day (fo fate ordain'd)

Bat ftill the glory of th’ attempt remain'd : 120
To him was giv'n the conquett of the field ;

To us fuperior minds that fcorn’d to yield. —

But wherefore thus your, well-known zeal detain ?

Go, faithful peers and partners of my reign,

My pride and firength ! our hated foes opprefs, 12§
And cruth their empire ere its pow’r increafe :

Hafte (ere deftru&tion end Judea's name)

And quénch the fury of this growing flame!
Mix
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Mix in their councils, fraud and force employ,
With ev'ry art induftrious to deftroy ;_ 130
Let what I will be fate ; let fome be flain,
Some wander exiles from their focial train ;
Some, funk the {laves of Love's lalcivious pow’r,
An am’rous eye or dimpled fmile adore.
Againft its mafter turn th’ infenfate fteel, 135
And teach difcordant legians to rebel.
Perith the camp, in final ruin loft,
And perith all remembrance of the hoft !
Scarce had the tyrant ceas’d, when fudden rofe
The raging band of Gob's rebellious foes ; 140
And, eager to review the chearful light,
They rufh’d impatient from the fhades of night,
As founding tempefts, with impetuous force,
Burft from their native caves, with furious courfe,
To blot the lufire of the gladfome day, . 145
And pour their vengeance on the land and fea : .
So thefe from realm to realm their pinions fpread,
Aund o'er the world their baneful venom fhed ;
And all their hellifh arts and frauds apply’d,
In various thapes and forms before untry’d. 159
Say, Mufe! from whence, and how the fiends began,
To vent their fury on the Chriffian train ;
For well to thee each fecret work is known,
‘Which fame to us tranfmits but faintly down.
O'er wide’Damafcus and the neighb’ring land, 155
A fam’d Magician Hidraotes reign’d ;
‘Who, from his youth, his early ftudies bent
T’ explore the feeds of ev’ry dark event: -
E3 ~ But
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Bat fruitlefs Rill | not all his arts declare
‘The fecret iffue of the dubious war : 160
Nor fix’d nor wand'ring ftars by afpets tell,
Nor truth he finds from oracles of hell.
And yet (O knowledge of prefuming man
Of thought fallactous and of judgment vain )
He deem'd that Heav’n would {ure defiru&tion fhow',
To cruth the Chriftians’ ftill unconquer’d pow'r; 166
His fancy view’d at length their army loft,
And palms and laurels for th’ E, yptian hoft.
Hence fprung a with his fubje&-bands might fhare,
With thefe, the fpoils and glory of the war : 170
But, fince the valour of the Franks was known,
He feai'd the conqueft would be dearly won. -
Now various fchemes his wily thoughts employ'd
To fow diffention, and their force divide 3 ‘
So might his troops, with Egysr's numbers joind, 17§
An cafier field againtt the Chrifiians find,
While thus he thought, th® Apoftate Angél came,
And added fewel to his implous Rame ;
And fudden with infernal counfels fir’d
His refilefs bofom, and his fonl infpir'd. ifo

A damfel for his niece the Monarch swn'd,
Whofe matchiels charms weré thro’ the eaft renown'd;
To her was ev’ry art of magic known,
And all the wiles of womankimd her own.
To her the King th® important cafk afign’d ; 185
And thus reveal’d the purpofe of his mind.

©O! thow, ‘my beft belov’d! whofe youthfal charms,
(Sweet {miles and graces, Love's refiftlefs arms !)

A man
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A manly mind and thodglits matore conceal ;

‘Whofe arts in magic ev'n my own excel 3 190
 Great fchemes [ frame, nor fhall thofe fchemes be vain,
Aflift but thou the labours of my brain,

‘Then heed my counfel, in the takk engage,

And execate the plan of cautious age.

Go, feek the hoftile camp ; and there improve 195
Each female artifice that kindles loves : » ’
With fpeaking forrows bathe thy pow’rful eyes ; .

And mix thy tender plaints with broken fighs :

For beauty, by misforturie’s hand bpprefs’d,

Can fathion to her will the hardeft breatt. 200
With bafhful mien relate the plaufive tales
With thew of trath the fecret falfechood veil. .

Ufe ev’ey art of words and winning fmiles

T’ allure the leader Godfrey to thy toils: A

That thus, a flave to love and beauty won, 203

His foul may loath his enterprize begun.

But if the fates this foare fhall render vain,

Enflame the boldeft of the warrior-train ;

And lead them diftant from the camp afar,

Ne'er to return and mingle in the war. 210

All ways are juft to guard religion's laws,

All means are lawful in our country’s caufe!

The great attempt Armida’s bofom warms,

(Proud of her bloom and more than mortal charms)

She thence, at ev’ning’s clofe, depaits alohe 21§

Thro’ folitary paths and ways usknown; .

And trufts in female vefts, and beauty bright,

To conquer armies ubfubdu’d in fight, .
E 4 ’ Buz
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But various ramours of her flight, diffus’d

With purpos’d art, the vulgar-crowd amus’d. 220
Few days were paft, when near the damfel drew

To where the Chriffian tents appear’d in view.

Her'matchlefs charms the wond’ring bands furprize,

Provoke their whifpers, and attra& their eyes,

So mortals, thro’ the midnight fields of ais, 235

Obftrve the blaze of fome unufual ftar.

Sudden they throng to view th’ approaching dame,

Eager to learn her meffage and her name.

Not Arges, Cyprus, or the Delian coaft

Could e’er a form or mien fo lovely boaft. 230

Now thro’ her faowy veil, half hid from fight,

Her golden locks diffufe a doubtful light;

And now, unveil’d, in open view they flow'd;

So Phabus glimmers thro’ a fleecy cloud,

So from the cloud again redeems his ray, <238

And fheds frefh glories on the face of day.

In wavy ringlets falls her beauteous hair

That catch new graces from the fportive air:

Declin’d on earth, her modeft look denies

‘To thew the ftarry luftre of her eyes: 240

O'er her fair face a rofy bloom is fpread,

Aund ftains her iv’ry fkin with lovely red:

Soft-breathing fweets her op'ning lips difclofe ;

The native odours of the budding rofe !

Her bofom bare difplays its fnowy charms, 245

Where Cupid frames and points his fiery arms :

Her fmooth and fwelling breafts are part reveal’d,

And part bencath her envious veft conceal’d ;
Her
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Her robes oppofe the curious fight in vain,
No'robes oppos’d can am’rous thoughts reftrain: 250
The gazer, fir'd with charms already fhown, -
Explores the wonders of the charms unknown.
As thro' the limpid fiream, or cryftal bright,
The rays of 'Pbabus dart their piercing light :
So thro’ her veft ‘can daring fancy glide, 255
And view what modefty attempts to hide;
Thence paints a thoufand loves and foft defires,
And adds frefh fewel to the lover’s fires |

Thus pats'd Armida thro’ th’ admiring crowd,
(With fecret joy her heart exulting glow’d) 2o
She read their thoughts, and various wiles defign’d,
And fchemes of future conquett fill’d her mind.
While in fufpénfe her cautious eyes explord
Some guide to lead her to the Chriffian Lord,
Before her fight the young Euflatius ftands, 2635
Great Godfey's brother, who the hoft commands *
Her beauty’s blaze the warrior’s breaft alarms,
He flays, and, wond’ring, gazes on her charms :
At once the flames of love his foul infpire ;
As o’er the ftubble runs the blazing fire. 2;0
Then bold thro’ youth, by am'rous paffion prefs’d, *
He thus, with courtly words, the dame addrefi’d.

Say, damfel} (if thou bear'ft a mortal name, -
For fure thou feem’®t not of terreftrial frame !
Since Heav’n ne’er gave to one of Adam’s race 275
So large a portion of celeftial grace 1)
What fortune bids thee to our camp repair 2
What fortane fends 10 s a form fo fais

Es : ‘Whag
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What art thou ? 1£of heav* nly lineage fay,

$o let me, proftrate, rightful homage pay. 280
Too far thy praife extends, (fhe made reply)

My merits ne’er attain'd 2 fight fo high.

Thy eyes, O chief! a mortal wretch Yarvey,

"To pleafute dead, to griefa living prey!l

Uiihappy fate my footfeps hither led, 285

A fugitive fotlorn, a wand’ring maid?!

Godfrey 1 Teek, on him my hopes depend,

Oppreflion’s fcourge, and injur’d virtue’s friend !

Then, gen’rous as thou feem'ft, indulge my grief,

And grant me audience of thy godlike chief, 26b
Then he: A brother fufe may gain his ear,

May lead thee to him, and thy fuit prefer :

Thou haft not chofen ill, O lovely dame!

Some int'reft in the leader’s breaft I claim.

Ufe as thou wilt (nor deem in vain my word) 295

His pow’rful fceptre and his brother’s fword.
He ceas’d, and brought her where retir'd in flate,

Encircled by his chiefs, the Hero fate.

With awful rev'rence at his fight fhe bow'd,

Then feem'd abafh’d with fhame, and filent flood. 300

With gentle words the leader frove to chear

Her droeping fpirits, and difpel her fear:

*Till thus the fram’d her tale with fraudful art,

In accents {weet, that won the yielding heart.

- Unconquer’d Prince! whofe far-refounding name 303

With ev'ry virtue fills the mouth of fame!

Whom Kings themfelves, fubdu'd, with pride obey, .

While vanquith'd nations glory in thy fway !

~ Kunown




B.IV. JERUSALEM DELIVERED.

Kunown 'is thy valoun, and thy werth approv’d,
By all efteem’d, and by thy foes betov’d } *
Ev’n thofe confide in kim they feat’d before,
And, when diftrefs’d, thy faving hand implore,
I, who a diff *rent fuith front thie profefs ;

A faith obnoxioub, which thy armb opprefs ;
Yethope, by thee, t'afcend my rightful throne,
Where once my fires, in regal luftre, thone,

¥, from their kitdred, others aid demand,
Toppofe the fory of a forcign band 5

I, fince my friends no ties of pity feel,

Againft my blood invoke the hotile fteel.

On thee I call ; in thee my Litpés I place :

*Tis thine alone my abje@ fiate to raife.

No lefs a glory fhall thy labours crown,

T'exalt the low, than pull the mighty down =
An equal praife the namie of mercy yields

With routed fquadrons in triumphant fields.

gio

L14

324

Oft haft thou faatch’d from Kiags the fov'reign pow'r =

Win now- a like renown, and mine reftore.
O! may thy pitying gracé my caafe fullxim,
Nor let me on thy help rely in vain {
Witnefs that Pow'r, to all an equal God ®
Thy aid was ne’er i jufter canfe beftow'd..
But hear me firft iy haplefs fortuee fow,.
And fpeak the treach’ry of & kindred-foe..

In me the ‘chf]d of Arbilan furvey,.
Wha o’'er Damafcus once maintain’d the fway:
E6

330

333
He,
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He, {prung of humbler race, in marriage gain'd
Fair Chariclea, and the crown obtain’d.

But the, who rais'd him to the fov'reign ftate,
Ere I was born, receiv’d the ftroke of fate.

One fatal day my mother {natch’d from earth ;
The fame, alas! beheld my haplefs birth !
Five annual funs had fearce their influence fhed,
Since from the world my deareft parent fled,
When, yielding to the fate of all mankind,

My fire in heav’n his faithfal confort join’d.
‘The Monarch, to a brother’s guardian care,
Confign’d his feeptre and his infant-heir

In whom he deem’d he joftly might confide,

If ever virtue did in man refide.

The kingdom’s rule he feiz’d, but fill ke thew'd
A zeal for me and for my country’s good ;
While all his a&tions feem’d th® effefts to prove
Of faith untainted and paternal love.

Bat thus perchance, with thews of anxious zeal,
He fought his trait'rous purpofe to conceal :

Or elfe, fincere, t' effe@ his deep defign,

" My hand in marriage with his fon to join.

I grew in years, and with me grew his fon,
In whom no knightly virtues ever fhoae :
Rude was his afpe&t, ruder was his foul,
Rapacious, proud, impatient of controul!

Such was the man my guardian had decreed
To fhare my kingdom and my nuptial bed.

In vain to win me to his will he try'd,

I beard in filence, or his fuit deny'd,

340

345

330

355

360

365

One
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One day he left me, when his looks confefs'd
Some fatal treafon lurking in his breaft ;
Alas! methought I then could clearly trace
My future fortune in the Tyrant’s face : 370
From theace what vifions did my foul affright,
Diftra& my fleep, and fkim before my fight !
O'er all my fpirits hung a mournful gloom,
A fure prefage of ev’ry woe to come ! -
Oft to my view appear’d my mother’s ghoft, 378
A bloodlefs form, in tears and forrow loft !
Ahme! far diftant from her former look !
Fly, fly, my daughter! (thus the phantom fpoke)
For thee the murd’rous fteel the Tyrant bears =
For thee his rage th’ envenom’d bowl prepares ! 380
But what avail'd thefe bodings of my mind ?
Why was I warn'd to fhun the ills defign’d !
Could I, a helplefs maid, refolve to roam,
A willing exile from my native home ! .
A milder choice it feem’d to clofe my fight 383
In that dear place where firkt I faw the light,
Yet death I.fear'd, and fear’d from death to fly;
Nor knew on-whom for counfel to rely.
To none I durft my fecret thoughts relate,
Butliv’d in dread fufpenfe uacertain of my fate! 390
Like one, who, ev’ry momeat, thinks to feel
On his defepcelefs head th’ impending fieel.
But (whether Fortune now was kinder grown,
Or Heav'n referv’d me yet for woes unknown),
A fajthful courtier, who, with anxious cares, 395
Had bred my father from his infant years ;
) Tauch’d
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Touch'd with corspufiten fot sy death decreed, -
Reveal'd the Tyrant's ineditated deed

And own'd hémRif th’ ele@ed mimifter

Thut day the podds to thy hand fo bear, 400
He bade nre fly, if #ill I with'd te five,

And profferd ev'ry 4id his pow's otild give ¢

With foothing twords igainit my fedrs be wrowght 5
And foon confirm’d hyy andeterthin’d thduglte :

With him [ cheh refolvid; at paviing fight, 495
To fly, and truft iy ety to my fight,

*Twas now the out thit filenee reigh’d around,
And welcome darkntfs hovet’d o'er thé ground ;
When, ubperceiv’d, I pafs'd the palace.gaté ;

(Two faithfol maids companions of my Fat) s
Yet, with a tearful eye, and heavy mind,

1 left my dear paternal feats behind :

While, as my tardy feet their courfe parfu’d,

With longing looks; my Tov’d, lott home, I view'd.
86 feems a fhip by firdén tempelts tokt, 435
And torn, unwilling, flom & feiendly eonft,

All night, and all (i’ enfiting day, we pafi'd

Thro® pathlefs defasts, and a dreavy wafte :

Till, feated on the borders of the land,

A caltle’s fafe retreat at length we gaind, 420
Here dwelt drontes, who, with pious truth,

Preferv’d my life, the guardiun of my yowth.

_ But when the traitor faw his treafon vain,

And found me thus efcap’d his déathful train,

He, with invet’rate rage and fraudful mind, S
Accus’d us of & erime himfelf defign’d.
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My bribes (hé i) hid AR Mones wrenghe
To minglé deadly pel{on in his deanght ;
That, when ho codld o hote my Will reftrain,
To loofe defires my foal tighie give the rvein, 430
Ah! firft Yet ligh"hing oh my head defcend,
Ere, facred virtae! I thy laws offend !
With gref thre Tytant on my throneé I view'd,
And faw him thitHRE B8 to thed my bloods
But, more thin all, I Mourh™ shy vitgin-name #s
Traduc’d, difhonear'd, made the fport of fame!

The wretch, who fear’d the vulgar-kerd enrag’d,
With plaufive tales the pablic ear engap’d ;
That, dubioas of the truth, ih-deep fa¥pente,
The city rofe hot'in theif Quek’s defence, *  yuo
Thus, while he feigns & aeal £ effice the thare
My crimes have browght wpon the regal same,
He fecks my rafn, which he kiows alone
Can fix the bafis of his tott’ring throme.
And, ah! the Wretch 190 fuse fuceefl will find 44
In the dise pucptfe of Ais ruthlefs mind !
Since tears dre vain, my blood muft quench his rage, -
Unlefs thy mercy in my canfe engage.
To thee, O mighty ChisF! I fly for akl,
An ill-farr’d orphati, and 2 helples maid ! 150
Ol let thefe tears; that have thy feet bedew'd,
Prevent th’ effufion of my guiltlefs blood !
O! by thof feet that tresd the proud in def !
By that right-hand that ever helps the juft}
By ail the laurels that thy arms have won ! 255
By ev’ry temple in yon’ hallow'd town § - .
' In

\
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In pity grant what thou alone canft give ;

Reftore my crown, in fafety bid me live ! —

But what from pity can I hope to prove,

If piety and juttice fail to move ! 460
Thou, to whom Heav’n and Fate decree to will
Whate'er is juft, and what thou will’ft, fulfill ;

O! firetch thy hand, my threaten’d life retrieve,
And in return, my kingdom’s crown receive.

Among the numbers, that thy arms attend, 468
Let ten fele@ted chiefs my caufe befriend ;

Thefe, with my people and paternal train,

May well fuffice my antient feat to gain.

For he, tp whom is giv'n the portal’s care, i
‘Will, at my word, by night the gates unbar: 470
By his advice t.implore thy aid I came: .

Thy leaft of fuccours will his hopes enflame ; g
So much his foul reveres thy ayms and name.

She faid; and ceafing, waited his reply

‘With filent eloquence and- downcaft eye. 475
But various thoughts revolv’d in Godfrzy’s mind,

Now here, now there, his dubious heart inclin’d;

He fear'd the hoftile guiles ; for well he knew

How little faith to Pagan faith was due:
" Bat tender pity ftill his foul confefs'd, 480
Pity, that fleeps not in a noble breaft :

Nor this alone within his bofom wrought 3

The common good employ’d his careful thought:

He faw th’ advantage that his arms might gain,
Should fair frmida o’er Damafeus reign s 4%
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_Who thence, her ftate dependent on his hands,
Might furnifh ev’ry aid the time demands,
Againtt th’ Egyptians and auxiliar bands.

While thus he paus’d, the dame attentive ftood,
Dwelt on his face, and ev’ry gefture view’d,

But when fhe found his fpeech fo long delay’d,
Her frequent fighs her doubts and fears betray’d.
At length the Leader her requeft denies ;

Yet thus with mild and gracious words replies.
If God, whofe holy fervice arms our band,

Did not, ev'n now, our pious fworgs demand ;
Well might thy hopes expett the with'd fuccefs,
Nor find our pity only, but redrefs.

But, while yon® city walls and chofen flock
We feek to free from proud oppreffion’s yoke ;
1t ill befits to turn afide vur force,
And ftop our conquefts in their middle courfe.
Yet here to thee my folemn faith I give ;
And in that pledge do thou fecurely live ;
If ’er, indulgent to our arms, ‘tis giv’n
To free thofe holy walls, belov’d of Heav’n!
Then will we place thee in thy native lands,
As juftice bids, and piety commands :
But piety, like this, muft impious fhow,
If firft we pay not what to God we owe.

At this unwelcome fpeech the damfel turn’d
Her eyes awhile to earth, and filent mourn’d ;

Ther rais’'d them flow, with pearly drops bedew’d,
And thus, with pleading looks, her plaint rencw’d.

490

495

500

505

510

Ah,
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Ah, weetch! did ever Heav'n envone beflow 515
A life fo fix'd in never-ending woe;
That others ev’h their nature fhall forget,
Ere I fubdut the rigor of my fate 1
Why fhould I weep, fince hopes no more remuin,
And pray’rs affail the hummn brealt in vain ? §io
Or will iny favage foe his ears mdlihe
To griefs, that fafl to move a mind like thime ?
Yet think not that iny words thy heart accufe,
Whofe firm refolves fo fimall an aid refufe :
Heav'n I actufe; from thence my forrows ldw: 525
Heav'n fttels thy-heart againft a virgih™s woe!
Not thou, O Chief!" but Fate this aill dehiés, ~
Then let m¢ view 1o thore the huted fkids, —
Suffic’d it not (by unrelenting doom) '
To lofe my parents in their early bloom ¢ 1]
But, exil’d, muR I lead 2 wand’ring life,
Or fall a vi&im to the murd'rer’s knife ?
Since the chafte laws, by which our fex #s ty'd,
AmidR your catnp forbid me to refide,
Where fhall I fly? what friendly pow'rs éngage} 535
How fave my perfoh from the Tyrant's rage?
No forts but open to his fury lie e
Then, wherefare hefitates my foul to die?
And, fince tis vain with fortune to contend,
This hand at once niy life and woes fhall end. 540

She ctas'd; andturn’d afide with regal grace;
A gen’rous anger kindling in her face :
Difdain and forrow feem her Lreaft to rend,
While from her eyes the copious tears defcend,

And,
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And, trickling, down her lovely vifage run, 54
Like lucid pearls tranfparent to the fin! ’
O’er her fair cheeks the cryfial moiftute flows,
Where lilies mingle with the heighb’ring rofe,
So, wet with dew, the flow’rs at dawning day,
To balmy gales their op’ning fiveets difplay ¢ [{1)
Aurora views, and gathers from the mead,
A vary’d garland for hér radiant head.
Thus fweet in woe appears the weeping dame,
Her falling tears a thdufand hearts enflame,
O! wond'rous force of Loves myRerious fire, §5%
‘That lights in tears the flames of foft defire !
Almighty Love the world in ttiuph leads,
But now, by her infpir'd, himfelf exceeds!
Her feeming grief bids real forrows flow, )
And melts the henrt with fympathetic woe §60.
While each apart, with indignation, eries ¢
“ If Godfrey fill his pltying ear denies,
“ His infant years fothe hengry tigréls fed,
* Some hortid rock on Lipsne mommtdins bred ¢
“ Orwaves produc’d him *midft the howling main, 65
¢ Who fees fuch bexuty mourn, and méwra in vaih !
But young Ewfavixs, by his zeal infpird,
Whom moft the torch of love and pity fir'd,
(When others murmwer’d, of their words répréfs’d)
Stood forth, and boldly thus the Chief addrefi’d. ¢70
O Prince and Brother! whofe unfhaken mind
Too firmly holds its purpofe firft defign'd,
If ill unpitying thoa refufe to hear
The fenfe ofall, thehr univerfa pray’r, -
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T afk not that the chiefs whofe care prefides 573
O’er fubjet kingdoms, and their aftions guides,
Should from the hallow’d city’s walls recede,
Negle&ful of their tatk, by Heav’n decreed :

But from our band, that independent came,
Advent’rous warriors to the field of fame, 58
Ten champions yield, fele@ed from the reft,

To cherifh virtue, and relieve th’ opprefs’d :

Nor does the man forfake the caufe of Heav’a

Whofe fuccour to a helplefs maid is giv'n:

For fure I deem a Tyrant’s death muft prove 585
A grateful tribute to the pow’rs above.

And fhould I wave th® advantage here in view,

That muft undoubted to our caufe enfue ;

Yet duty would alone my arms excite ;
-By knighthood fworn to guard a virgin’s right. 590
Forbid it, Heav'n! that ever France fhould hear,

Or any land where courteous alts are dear ;

That dangers or fatigues our-fouls difmay’d,

When piety and juftice claim’d our aid.

No longer let me then this helmet wear, 595
No longer wield the fword, or corflet bear ;

No more in fteed, or glit’ring arms, delight;

No more ufurp the honour’d name of koight !

Thus fpoke the youth: his brave companions, mov'd
‘To open murmurs, all his words approv'd ; Goo
With earneft fuit around their leader prefs'd,

And urg'd the juftnefs of the knight's reque(t.

Then Godfrey thus: Be what ye afk fulfill’d:

To fuch united pray’rs my will I yield : -
e
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Her aid requefted let the dame receive ; 6og -
‘Whom not my counfels, but your own relieve,
Yet, if my words can fuch defires controul,
Subdue thefe warm emotions of the foul.
No more he faid ; nor needed more reply,

All heard his grant, and heard with eager joy. 610
‘What cannot beauty, join'd with forrow, move,
And tender accents from the lips of love ?
Each rofy mouth fupplies 2 golden chain
‘To bind the fancy, and the heart conftrain !

Euflatius then the weeping fair addrefs’d : 615
O lovely maid ! be now thy grief fupprefs'd :
Soon fhalt thou find the fuccour from our hands,
Suach as thy merit, or thy fear demands.

At this Armida clears her clouded brow ;
With rifing joy her blooming features glow ; 6ze
While, with her veil, fhe wipes the tears away,
And adds new luftre to the face of day!
Then thas — For what your pitying grace beftows,
Accept the thanks a grateful virgin owes :
The world due honour to your worth fhall give, 6a;
And in my heart your names fhall ever live !

She faid ; and what it feem’d her tongue deny’d,
Her looks, with fofter eloquence, fupply’d ;
While outward fmiles conceal’d, with fraudful art,
The mighty mifchief lurking in her heart. 630

Soon as fhe faw how far her pow’r had won,
And fortune fav’ring what her wiles begun,
She feiz’d th’ occafion, and her fchemes revolv’d,
To finifh all her impious thoughts refolv'd, Witk

it
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With female beauty evlry breaft to quell, - bsg
And Circe or Madza’s charms excel ;

And, like a Syren, with ber foothing frain,

To lull the firmeft of the warrior-teaia.

Bach fev'ral art to win the foul fhe tries 5

Tlo this, to that a diff 'rent mien applies; 640
Now fcarcely dares her modeft eyes advance,

And now fhe rolls them with a wanton glance :

She thefe repels, and thofe incites to love,

As various paffions various bofoms move.

And when fome youth appears, who doubts to name
His hidden thoughts, or firuggles with his flame; 646
Soon on his face a chearful fmile fhe bends,

And from her eye a melting fiveetnefs fends ;

Revives his hope, enflames his flow defire,

And thaws the froft of fear with am’rous fire. 650
From him, who, urg’d by fiercer paflion, roves
Beyond the bound that modefty approves, ‘
The wily fair her gentle look withdraws,

And with rebukes and frowns his rafhnefs awes:

Yet, ’midft the anger rifing in her face, - 65
A ray of pity blends a foft’ning grace :

The lover, while he fears, purfues the dame,

And in her pride finds fewel to his flame.

With arts like thefe a thoufand fouls fhe gains,
From ev’ry eye the tender tear conitrains : 660
In pity’s flame fhe tempers Cupid’s dart
To pierce the warrior’s unrefitting heart.

Ah! cruel Love! thou bane of ev’ry joy,

Whofe pains or fweets alike our peace defiroy:
Siill

*»
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Still equal woes from thee mankind endure, 663
Fatal thy wounds, and fatal is their cure!
While thus fhe gives alternate froft and fires,

Aad joy, and gtief, and hope, and fear infpires, . .
With cruel pleafurg the their ftage furveys,

Exulting in thofe ills her pow'r could raife. 670
Oft when fome lover trembling wooes the fair,

She feems to lend an unexperienc’d ean:

Or while a crimfon blufh her vifage dies,

With coynefs feign’d, the downward bends her eyes;
While fhame and wrath, with mingled grace, adorn 675
Her glowing checks, like beams of early morn !

Bat when fhe fees a youth prepare to tell

The fecret thoughts that in his bofom dwell ;)

Now fudden from his fight the damfel flies;

Now gives an aydience to hig plaints and fighs;  68e
Thaus holds from morn till eve his heart in play,
“'Then flips, delufive, from his hopes away ;

And leaves him, like a hunter in the chace,

When night conceals the beaft’s uncertain trace!

With arms like thefe the made a thoufand yield, 68 3

A thoufand chiefs unconquer’d in the field.

What wonder then, if Love Achilles mov'd ;

His pow'r if Hercales or Thefens prov’d ;

When thofe, who drew the fword in Jrsus’ caufe,
Sybmiflive bent beneath his impious laws ? 690

The Exnp of the FourTHu Boox.
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BOOK V.

THE ARGUMENT.

Gernando, afpiring 10 the command of the adventurers,
és jealous left Rinaldo fbould fucceed to that honour, By
bis calumnies, be draws on himfelf the indignation of
that Hero, awbo kills bim in the face of the whole army.
Godfrey, incenfed at this aflion of Rinaldo, refolues
to bring him to a public trial : the latter, difdaining
to _fubmit to this, quits the camp, and goes into volun-
tary exile, Armida prefis Godfrey for the promifia
Jucconrs : ten awarriors are chofen by lot, awith whm
Jbe leaves the camp.  In the night, many others depart
by flealth to accompany ber, Godfrey receivves ill ad-
wices from the flet.

HILE thus her fnares the falfe 4rmida {pread,
And in the guileful toils the warriors led ;
‘Nor hop’d alone the promis’d aid to gain,
But other chiefs, by further arts, obtain ;
The careful Godfrey ponder'd in his mind, §
To whom the doubtful gharge fhould be confign’d :
. The worth and number of th’ advent*rer-band,
Their various hopes his wav'ring thoughts detain'd.
’ At
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At length, by caution urg’d, the chief decreed
“Themfclves fhonld fx on one their band to Jesd, ro
Whofe merit well might Dadon’s lofs fopply ;
On whom th' ele@ion of the ten fhould le:
Thus, while to them he left th’ important cheoice
No knight, difpleas’d, could blame his partial veice,
The warriors then he call'd, and thus addrefs’d: & $
Full well ye know the counfels of my breag :
1 would not fuccours to°the dame deny ; .
Bat at a fitter time our aid fupply. o
What once I fpoke,. I now propofe anew ;
Still may your better thoughts th’ advice purfue: 30
For here, in this unftable world, we find
We oft mult change our purpofe firlt defign'd.
Yet if your fouls, with gen’rous ardor. prefy’d,
Difdain the judgment of a cooler breaft; '
"I would not here unwilling arms’ detain, 25
Nor, what I gave fo lately, render vain.
Still let me mildly role each falthful band,
And {way the foeptre with a gende hand.
Then go, or ft4y: no longer'I contend ;
And on your pleafure let the choiee. depend. @ " g8
But firft ele®, amid yoit martial train, . +
A chief who may fucteed to Dwdor flain ;
To name the damfél’s champions be his care H
Ten warriors only fhall th’ adventure fhare :
In this the fov’reign pow’r I &ill fetain; S 1+
In this alone his condaét I referzin,
Thms Godfrey {poke s nor long his brother Rly’d,
But, with his friends’ confint, -this amfwer ade, - .
Vou, I F With
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With thee, full well, O prudent Chief! agrees
“The cooler thought thateach event forefees = 40
But firength of hand; ‘and hearts of martial fire,
Are due frem us, and what our years reqiire:
And that which bears.in others wifdom’s name,
In us were bafenefs and reproachful thame.
“Then fince fo light the rifk we may faftain, 45
When juflly weigh'd againft th’ expofted gain; -
Th® ele@ted tent hall go (by thee difmifs'd)
And in this righteons caufe a helplefs maid affift.
He faid 3 anid thus with fhew of public zeal,
$1is words th’ emotions of his heart conceal ; - 50
While all profefs in bonour’s name to-move; .-
And with that fpecious title veil their love.
But young Exflatius, by his paffion fway’d,
With jealous eyes Saphia’s fon furvey’d :
His envious.mind thofe virtaes could not bear 55
That thone mare brightly in a form fo fair.
He feard with him Riralds thould be join'd,
And ’gaintt his fears a cantious fcheme defign'd.
The rival warrior then afide he took, ;
:- And plaufive thus, with wily.words, befpoke. 6o
O thou, ftill greater than thy glorious fire, -
Whom, yet ayouth in arms, the world admire!
Say, who fhall now our valiant fquadron lead ?
Who next to flaughter’d Dudon can fucceed ?
1 fcarcely could the Hero’s rale obey, 65
And to his years alone refign’d the fway.
Who now o'er Godfiey’s brother fhall command 2-

. 'Thou, .thou alone of all our marnial band:
; Thy
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Thy glorious race can match the nobleft line;
Thy warlike deeds fuperior far to mine,

Ev’n Godfrey's felf would own inferior might,
And yield to thee in arduous fields of fight.
Thee, mighty warrior! thee our chief I claim,
Whofe foul difdains ¢’ attend the Syrian dame ;
And flights the trivial honour which proceeds
From dark atchievements and infidious deeds.
Here will thy valour find an ampler field ;
This camp to thee a nobler profpe&t yield.

Accept, brave youth! to guide th’ advent’rer-band ;

Myfelf will frame their minds to thy command.
Thou, in retarn, attend my fole requeft;

(Since doubtful thoughts as yet divide my breaft)
Whate'er I purpofe, let my will be free,

T’ afift Armida, or remain with thee.

He ceas’d ; and as thefe artful words he faid,
A fudden blufh his confcious cheeks o'erfpread.
Rinaldo, fmiling, faw, with heedful eyes,.. ..
His fecret paffion thre’ the thin difguife.

But he, whom lefs the darts of love had found,

‘Whofe bofom fcarcely felt the gentle wound,

‘With unconcern regards a rival’s name,

Nor frames a with t’ attend the Pagar dame.

On Dudon’s haplefs fate his thoughts he turn’d ;

For Dadon’s death the gen’rous hero mourn’d.

He deem’d his former glories would be loft

If long Argantes liv'd the deed to boaft :

With pleafure yet Euffatius’ words he heard

That to the rank deferv’d his youth preferd :
F2
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His confcious heart exulted in the praife ;
Pleas’d with the tribute truth to virtue pays. 100
Far rather would I chafe (he thus replies)
To merit honours, than to honours rife.
Let virtuous aQtions dignify my name,
1 envy not the great, nor fceptres claim.
Yet if thou think’tt fo far my merits weigh, 105
I fhall not then rejec the proffer’d fway ;
But prize (with gratitade and pleafure mov'd)
So fair a token of my worth approv’d.
"I feek not, nor refufe the chief command ;
But fhould the pow’r be yielded to my hand, 110 }
- ‘Thou fhalt be one amongft th’ elefted band.
. ‘Thus he: Euflatius {peeds his peers to find,
And fafhion to his will each warrior’s mind.
But that pre.-eminence Gersando claims ; .
And tho’ at him her darts Armida aims, 11§
Yet not the pow’r of beauty can controul
The thirft of honour in his haughty foul.
From Noraay’s pow’rful Kings this chief defcends,
‘Whofe rile o’er many a province wide extends:
The crowns and {ceptres which his fathers held 120
From antient times, with pride his bofom fwell’d.
Rinaldo in himfelf his glory plac’d,
More than in diftant deeds of ages paft ;
Tho’ long his fires with ev’ry fame were crown’d,
In war illuftrious and in peace renown'd. 13§
The barb’rous Prince, whofe pride no worth allows,

And
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And ev'ry virtue deems an empty name,

Unlefs ennobled by a regal claim ;

Indignant fees a privaie warrior dare 130
With him in merit and in praife compare :

No bound, no law, his fiery temper knows ;

With rage he kindles, and with thame he glows,

The fiend of hell, who fees his tortar’d mind
Expos’d to what her fubtle arts defign’d, 135
Unfeen thro’ all his troubled bofor glides,

There rules at will and o’er his thoughts prefides ;
His hate increafes, and enflames his ire,
And rouzes in his heart infernal fire ; .
While ev’ry moment, from within, he hears 140
This hollow vaice refoanding in his ears:
Shall thus, oppos’d to thee, Rimaldo dare?
His boafted anceftors with thine compare ?
Firft let him count, whofe pride thy equal fands,
His fubjet realms and tributary lands ; L 148
His fceptres thew, and (whence his glory fprings)
Mate his dead heroes with thy living kings.
Shall fuch a chief exalt his worthlefs head,
A fervile warrior in Italia bred ?
T'o him let fortune lofs or gain decree, 350
He gains a conqueft who contends-with thee,
The world thall fay, (and great the fame will prove)
¢ Lo! this is he, who with Gernando ftrove.”
The place that once experienc’d Dudon ill’d,
New honours to thy former ftate may yield. 155
But he no lefs with thee in glory vies,
Who boldly dares demand fo vaft a prize.

F3 ¥
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1f human paffions touch the bleft above,

What holy wrath muft aged Dudox move,

When, from his Heav’n, he fees this haughty knight,
(A ftripling-warrior in the field of fight) 161
Afpire fo high ; while fome his councils join,

And (thame eternal!) fecond his defign.

If Godfrey fuch injultice tamely vizw,

And fuffer him t’ufurp thy honours due ; ibs
It refts on thee taffert thy rightful claim, ~
Declare thy pow'r, and vindicate thy name,

Fir'd at thefe words, more fell his fury grows,
Within his heart the torch of difcosd glows: )
His raging paflion, now to madnefs ftung, 170
Flames in his eye, and points his haughty tongue,
Whate’er his envious fpeech can turn to blame,

He boldly charges on Rizalde’s fame :

And ev’ry virtue that the youth adorns,

‘To his reproach, with artful malice, turns: 175
He paints him proud and turbulent of mind,

And calls his valour headftrong, rafh and blind.

He fcauters falfchood in the public ears,

’Till ev’n the rival knight the rumour hears.

Bat ftill tl’ infenfate wretch parfues his hate, 180
Nor curbs the rage that hurries on his fate:

While the dire demon all his foul pofefsd,

Rav’d from his lips, and madden’d in his breaft.

Amid the camp appear'd a level fpace ;

And warriors oft refosted to the place, 185
In tournaments, in wreftling, and the courfe,

Their limbs to fupple, aod improve their force.
Here,
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Here, ’midft the throng, (for fo his doom neqmr’d)
He vented all his vengeful fpleen infpird ;
And ’gaintt. Rinalde tura’d his impious tongue, 190
On which the venom of Awernus hung.

His contumelions fpeech Rinaldo hears,
And now no more his dreadful wrath forbears ;
At once the bafe infulter he defies, .
Untheaths his fanlchion, and to vengeance flics: 195
His voice like thunder echoes from afar,
His threat'ning fteel like light'ning gleams in air.
Gernands fees, nor hopes t’ efcape by flight,
For inflant death appears before his fight.
Meanwhile,, to all the wond’ring army’s view, 270
A fhew of valoar o'cr his fears he threw:
He grafps his fword, he waits his mighty foe ;
And ftande prepar'd to mect the coming blow.

Now fudden, drawn from many warriors’ thighs;
A thoufand weapons flafh againft the fkies. 203
In throngs around the gath’ring people prefs ;
The tumalt thickens, and the crowds encreafe :
Difcordant murmurs rife, and echo round,
And mingled clamors to the clouds refound.
Seo, near the ocean on the rocky fhore, 210
With broken noife the winds and billows roar.

‘But nor their cries, nor murmurs could detain
Th’ offended warrior, or his wrath reftrain :
He fcorns the force that dares his fary ftay ;
H_e whirls his fword with unrefifted fway : 2135
The throng divides ; alone his arnr prevails,
And 'midft a thoufand friends the prince affails.

" F g4 Then
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Then from his hand, that we}l his rage obey*d,

A thoufand blows th’ aftonifa’d fae invade.

Now here,. naw there the rapid weapon flies, 220
Confounds his fenfes, and difira&s his eyes.

At length the cruel fiel, with firength imprefi'd,
Rinaldo buries in his panting breaft.

Prone fell the wretch, and finking on the g:oand,
‘His blood and fpirit ifiu’d. thro’ the wound. 215
‘The viQor o’er the dead no longer ftayd,

But in the fheath return’d the recking blade :
And, thence departing, ta bis teat. retir’d,
His vengeance fated, and his wrath expir'd,

Now near the tumult-pious Gadfigy drew,. 23@
When the dire fcene was open to his view.
Gernando pale with lLifelefs looks appeas’d,
His hair and vet with fordid bleod befimear’d.
He {aw the teass his friends in pity thed, .
And heard their plainta and {orrows o’er the dead: 235
Surpriz’d, he afk’d what hand had wrought the deed,
And whence could fuch deftrutive rage proceed?

Arnalds, deareft to the flaughter'd prince,
The tale relates, and aggravates th’ offence ;
That, urg’d by flender caufe to impious ftrife, 240
Rinaldo’s hand had robb’d the chief of life ;
And turn’d thas weapon, which for Cugist he bore,
Againft the Champions of the Chriftian Pow'r ;
And fhew’d how little he his leader priz’d,
How much his mandates, and his fway defpis'd : 24§
That public jultice to th’ offence was due,
And death the bold offender fhould purfue.

) Such
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Such a&ty muft hateful be at ev'ry. time,
But, doubly here, the place enhanc'd the crime.
‘T hat fhould he pafs abfolv’d, the fatal desd 250
A dire example thro’ the hoft might {pread ;
And all that own’d the morder’d wartior’s fide,
‘Woeuld take that vengeance which the law deay’d =
From wheace might cooteft {pring and mutual sage,
As would the camp in civil broils engage. 258
He call’d to mind the merits of the flain,
All that could waken wrath or pity gain.

T" acquit his friend the noble Taacred trics,
And fearlefs for the knight accus’d replies : »
While Godfrey hears, and with a brow fevere, 260
Bat little gives to hope, and much to- fear.

Then Tancred thus : O prudent Leader !, view
‘What to Rinal/da and his worth is due :
Think from himfelf what hopours he may claim,
What from his glorious race and Guelpbe’s name, 265
Not thofe who rule exalted o'er mankind,
Should equal punithment for errors find =
In diff’rent Rations crimes are diff ’rent found,
By vulgar laws the great can ne’er be bound,

To him the Leader thus : In every ftate,. 270
"The vulgar learn obediencé from the great:
Ml Tancred do'ft thou judge, and ill conceive,.
That we the. mighty fhould unpunifh'd leave.
What is our empire and our vain command,.
I only ruler o’er th’ ignoble band ? 275
If fuch my fceptre and imperfe& reign,
1 bese refign the worthlefs gift again.

Fs But
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But freely, from your choice, the pow’r I hold,
Nor fhall the privilege be now controul’d :
And well I know to vary from my hand 280
Rewards and punithments, as times demand ;
And when, preferving all in equal flate, .
‘T’ include alike the vulgar and the great.
Thus Godfrey faid ; and Tascred nought reply'd,
But, ftruck with awe, ftood filent at his fide. 285
Raymond, a lover of the laws fevere
Of antiént times, ‘exults his fpeech to hear.
‘While thus (he cries) a raler holds the fway,
‘With rev'rence duae the fubje&s will obey. .
In government what difcipline is found, 290
Where pardons more than punifhments abound ?
Ev'n clemency deftru@tive muft appear,

And kingdoms fall, unlefs maintain’d by fear.
Thuy-they ; while Tancred ev’ry fentence weigh'd,
"Then, fwift departing, feiz'd his rapid fieed, 295}

And with impatience to Rinaldo fled :

Him in his tent he finds, and there relates

The words of Gedfrey and the paft debates.

‘Then thus purfues : Tho® outward looks we find

U ncertain tokens of the fecret mind ; 300
$ince far-too deep, conceal’d from prying eyes,
Within the breaft the thought of mortals lies ;

‘Thus far methinks the Chief’s defign I fee ;

(In this his fpeeches and his looks agree)

‘Thou muft fubmit and by the laws be try*d, 305
‘When public juftice fhall thy caufe decide.

At
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At this a fcornful {mile Rinalde thow'd,
‘Where noble pride and indignation glow'd.

Let thofe (he cry’d) in bonds their caufe maintain,
By nature flaves and worthy of the chain ; " 310
Free was I born, in freedom will I live,

And fooner die than fhameful bonds receive;

"This hand is us’d the glorious fword to wield,

‘To palms of congueft, and difdains to yield

To bafe conftraint: if thus we meet regard, 315,

If Godfrey thus our merits would reward;

And thinks to drag me hence, a'wretch confin’d

‘To common prifons, like th’ignoble kind :

Then let him come — I here fhall firm abide,

And arms and Fate between us fhall decide : jza

Soon fhall our ftrife-in fanguine torrents flow,

A profpeét grateful to the gazing foe!:

‘This faid, he call’d for arms ; and foon around )

His manly limbs the temper’d harnefs: bound-:

Then to his arm-the pond'rous fhield apply’s;. 325,

And hung the fatal faulchion at- his fide:

Now fheath’d in.polifh’d mail (a martial fight)

He fhone terrific in-a blaze of light:

He feem'd like Mars, defcending from his fphere,

When Rage and Terror by his fide appear! 330

Tancred, meanwhile, eflays each foothing art:

‘To calm the paffionsin his fwelling heart..

Unconquer'd youth ! (he cries) thy worth is known,

And vi&tory in ev’ry field thy own:

Secure fromill, thy godlike virtue goes 335

Thro’ toils and dangers *midft'embattled foes : '
E 6' PPN . But.
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But Heav’n forbid that ¢'er thy friends fhould feel
The cruel fury of thy vengeful fteel !

What would'ft thou do ? Say, what thy rage demands,
In civil war to ftain thy glorious hands ? 340
Thus, with the flaughter of the Chrifiax name,
Transfixing CarisT, in whom a part I ¢laim.

Shall worldly-glory (impotent and vain,

That flu€tuates like the billows of the main!)

Shall this with more refpeét thy bofom move 345
Than zeal for crowns, that never fade, above ?

Avert it Heav’n! be here thy rage refign’d,

Religion claims this conqueft o’er thy mind.

If early youth, like mine, may plead the right

To bring examples paft before thy fight: 250
1 once was injur'd, yet my wrath fupprefs'd, .

Nor with the faithful would the caufe conteft.

My arms a conquett of Cilicia made,

And there the banner'd fign of Curist difplay’d :
When Baldwin came, and feiz’d, with artful wiles, 355
My rightful prize, and triumph’d in my {poils,

His feeming friendthip won my artlefs mind,

. Ner faw I what his greedy thoughts defign'd.

Yet not with arms I ftrove my right to gain,

Tho’ haply arms had not been try’d in vain. 360
But if thy foul difdains a pris’ner’s name,

And fears th’ ignoble breath of vulgar fame:

Be mine the friendly care thy caufe to plead,

‘To Anticch thou, and frait to Bamond fpeed :

Thou muft not now before the Chief appear, 365
And the firft impulfe of his anger beaz,

Bt
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But fhould th’ Egyptian arms our force oppofe,
Or other fquadrons of the Pagan foes,
Then will thy valour fhine with double fame, '
And abfence add new lufire to thy name: " 370
“Th’ united camp fhall mourn thy virtues loft,
A mangled body and a lifelefs hoft !
Here Gaelpbo came, and, joining his requet,
With fpeed to leave the camp Rinaldo prefs'd.
And now the noble youth his ear inclin’d, 37%
And to their purpofe bent his lofty mind.
A crowd of friends around the hero wait;
All feek alike r’attend and fhare his fate
Their zeal he thanks : and now his fteed he takes,
And with two faithful fquires, the camp forfakes, 380
A thirft of virtuous fame his foul infpires,
That fills the noble heart with great defires :
He mighty a&ions in his mind revolves,.
And deeds, unheard before, in thought refolves ;
T affail the foe, and death or laurels gain,
While il his arms the Cbnyyégn faith maintain ;
Egypt ¥ o'er-run ; and bend his daring courfe
To where the Nile fotfakes his hidden fource..
Rinalds pasting thence ; without delay,
To Godfrey’s prefence Guelpho took his way =
Him drawing near the pious Chief efpy’d :
Thou com’ft in happy time, (aloud he cry’d)
Ev’n now the heralds thro’ the camp. [ fent,
To feek, and bring thee, Guelpho, to our tent,
Then having firft difmifs’d ¢h’ attending train,
He thus with low and awful words, began:

385
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- Too far, O Guelpbo! does thy nephew fray,
As paffion o'er his heart ufurps the fway :

And ill, T deem, his reafon can fuffice

‘Ta clear the ftain that on his honoar lies:

Yet happy fhall I prove if this befall :

For Godfrey is an equal judge of all.

The right he will defend, and guard the laws,.
And with impartial voice award the caufe,

But if, as fome alledge, Rinalds’s hand,
Unwilling, err'd againft our high command ;
Then let the fiery youth, fubmiflive, bend

To our decifion, and the deed defend :

Free let him come ; no chains he fhall receive :
(Lol what I can I to his merits give.)

Bat if his lofty fpirit fcorn to bow,

(As well his high unconquer'd pride we know):
The care be thine to teach him to obey,

Nor dare provoke too far our lenient fway ;
And force our hand, with rigor, to maintain
Our flighted laws, and violated reign. '

Thus faid the chief ; and Guelpbo made reply :

A gen'rous foul, difdaim'ng infamy,

Can ne’er endure, without a brave return,
The lies of envy, and the taunts of fcorn.:
And fhould th’ offender in his wrath be flain,
What man can jult revenge in bounds reftrain ?

What mind fo govern'd, while refentment glows,,

To meafure what th’ offence to juftice owes ?
’Tis thy command the youth fhail humbly come,
And yield himfelf beneath thy fov’reign doom ;

B.V.
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Bat this (with grief I fpeak) his flight denies.:
A willing exile from the camp he flies.
Yet with this fword I offer to maintain
’Gainft him who dares my nephew’s honour flain,. 430
That juftly punith'd fierce Germando dy’d,
A vi@im due to calumny and pride.
In this alone (with forrow I agree)
He rafhly esr’d to break thy late decree.

Thus he ; when Gedfrey — Let him wander far, 435,
And ftrife and rage to other regions bear ;
Bat vex not thou with new debates. the peace;
Here end contention, here let anger ceafe.

Meantime, 4rwida, *midft the warrior-train,
Us'd all her power th’ expected aid to gain : 440°
In tears and moving pray’rs the day employ’d,
And ev’ry charm of wit and beauty try’d.
Bat when the night had fpread her fable veft,
And clos’d the finking day-light in the weft,
Betwixt two knights and dames, from public view, 445
The damfel to her lofty tent withdrew.

Tho’ well the fair was vers'd in ev’ry art
By words and looks to fteal th’ unguarded heart ;
‘Tho’ in her form celeftial beauty fhin’d,
And left the faireft of her fex behind ;,

452
Tho’ in her firong, yet pleafing charms compell'd,
The greateft heroes of the camp fhe held ;
In vain fhe ftrove, with foft bewitching care,.
To lure the pious Godfrey to her fnare :
In vain fhe fought his zealous breaft to move, 455

With earthly pleafures, and delights of love :

For,
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For, fated with the world, his thoughts defpife
Thefe empty joys, and foar above the fkies.
His fteadfaft foul, defended from her charms,
Contemns Love's weak eflays, and all his fecble arms..
No mortal bait can tarn his fleps afide, 468
His facred faith his guard, aod Gob his guide.
A thoufand forms the falfe frmida trics,
And proves, like Proteus, ev'ry new difguife.
Her looks and a&ions ev'ry heart might move, 463
And warm the coldeft bofom to her love:
But here, fo Heav'n and grace divine ordain,
Her fchemes, her labours, and her wiles were vain.
Not lefs impervious to her fraudful art,
The gallant Tancred kept his youthful heart :. 470
His earlier paffion ev'ry thought poffefs'd,
Nor gave another entrance in his breaft.
As poifon oft the force of peifon quells,.
So former love the fecond love repels.
Her charms thefe two alone beheld fecure; 475
While others own*d refiftlefs beauty's pow’r.
Sore was fhe troubled in her guilefo) mind,
That all facceeded not her wiles defign’d ;
Yet, 'midft her gricf, the dame, exulting, viewd -
‘The numerous warriors whom her fmiles fubda'd : 430
Now, with her prey, fhe purpos’d to depart,
Ere chance difclos’d her deep-defigning art 5
Far from the camp her captives to detain,
In other bonds than Love’s too gentle chain
*Twas now the time appointed by the chief .48
To give th' afliCled damdel his pelief =
‘ Him
* 2
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Him fhe approach'd, and lowly thus begun :
The day prefix’d, O Prince! its conrfe has ron:
And fhould the Tyrant learn (by doubtful fame,
Qr certain fpies) that to the camp I came 490
T’ implore thy fuccour, his preventive case
Would all his forces for defeace prepare,
But ere fuch tidiags fhall his ears attain,
O! let my pray'r fame friendly fucconrs gain :
1f Heav'n bebolds not with regardlefs eyes 495
The deeds of men, or hears the orphan’s cries,
My realms I fhall retrieve, whofe fubje&-fway
To thee, in peace or war, -fhall tribute pay.
~She faid ; the Leader to her fuit agreed ; .
(Nor could he fram his former grant recede) 50
Yet fince her fwift departure thence fhe prefs’d,
He faw th’ elefion an himfelf wonld ref i
While all with emulative real, demand
To fill the vumber of th’ ele@od band. L
TD’ ibfidious damfel fans the rivals’ fires, . . 508
And envious fear, and jealous doubt infpires,
To rouze the foul; for love, full well fthe knows,.
Without thefe aids, remifs and languid grows:
So runs the courfer. with a flacken'd pace,
When none caontend, his partners in the race. giox
Now this, now that, the foothing fair beguiles
With gentle fpeech, foft leoks, and winming fmiles 3
That each his fellow views with- envious eyes ;
*Till mingled paffions ev'n to franzy rife:
Around their Chief they prefs, unaw'd by fhame, 515
Apd Gedfrey would in vain their rage reclaim.
The
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The leader gladly, in his equal mind,
Would all eontent, alike to all inclin’d ;
- (Yet oft was fill'd with joft difdain, to view
Th’ ungovern’d rafhnefs of the headlong crew) 520
At length his better thoughts the means fupply'd,
To ftay contention, and the firife decide.
To chance (he cry’d) your fev'ral names commend ;
Let lots decide it, and the conteft end. .
Sudden the rival knights their names difpos’d 525
And in a flender urn the lots enclos’d =
The vafe then fhaken; firft to view, the name
Of Pembroke's Barl, Artemiderus, came:
Then Gerrard; Vincilaks next was found, - .
An aged chief for counfel once renown’d, 1 30}
A hoary lover now, in beauty’s fetters bound ! -
Thefe happy three with fudden joy were fill'd ;
The reft, by figns, their anxious fears reveal’d,
And hung upon his lips, with fix’d regard, .
Who, drawing forth the lots, the names declar’d. 35
The fourth was Gaafco ; then Ridolpbus® name ;
And next Ridolpbus, Olderico came,
Roufillon then was read; and next appear’d
Henry the Frank ; Bawarian Eberard :
Ranbaldo 1aft, who left the Cbriffian laws, 540
And girt his weapon in the Pagan caufe : }
So far the Tysant Love his vaffal draws !
But thofe, excluded from the lift, exclaim
On fickle Fortyne as a partidl dame ;- , .
Love they accufe, who fuffer’d her to guide 545
His facred empire, and his laws decide.
Yet
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Yet many purpos’d to purfue the maid,

‘When parting light fhould yield to fable fhade ;

In Fortune’s fpight her perfon to attend,

And, with their lives, from ev’ry chance defend. 550

With gentle fighs, and fpeeches half difclos'd, :
. Their willing minds to this fhe more difpos’d :

To ev'ry knight alike the fram’d her art,

And feem’d to leave him with dejefted heart.

Now, clad in fhining arms, th’ allotted band 555

Difmiflion from their prudent Chief demand.

The hero then admonifh’d each afide,

Hoew ill they could in Pagax faith confide ;

So frail a pledge enjoin’d 'em to beware,

And guard their fouls from ev’ry hidden fnare, s6o

But all his words were loft in empty wind ;

Love takes not counfel from a wholefome mind. -

The knights difmifs’d, the dame no longer ftay'd,

Nor *till th’ enfuing morn her courfe delay’d.

Elate with conqueft, from the camp fhe pafi'd, 565

(The rival knights, like flaves, her triumph grac'd)

While rack’d with jealoufy’s tormenting pain.

She left the remnant of the fuitor-train.

But foon as night with filent wings arofe,

The minifter of dreams and foft repofe; 570

In fecret many more her fieps purfue :

But firlk Exflatius from the tents withdrew ;

Scarce rofe the friendly fhade, when fwift he fled,

Thro’ darknefs blind, by blind affetion led.

He..
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He roves uncertain-all the dewy night, 5§75
But foon as momning fireaks the fkies with light, §
Armida’s camp falutes his eager fight.
Fir'd at the view, th’ impatient lover flies,

Him, by bis arms, Rembaldo knows and cries —
What feckft thou here, or whither do’ft thou bend ? 580
I come (he faid) drmida to defend:

In me, no lefs than others, fhall fhe find

A ready fuccour, and a cooftant mind.

‘Who dares (the knight replies) that choioe approve,
And make fuch honour thine ? He anfwer'd — Love.
From fortune thou, from love my right I claim: ¢86
Say, whofe the greateft boaft, and nobleft name?
Rambaldo then — Thy empty titles fail,

Such fond delufive arts fhall ne'es prevail,

‘Think not to join with s thy Jawlefs aid, 590
With us the champians of the royal maid,

Who fhall eppofe my will 2 (the youth reply’d)

In me behold the man! (Raméalde cry’d)

Swift at the word he ruth’d ; with equal rage
Euflatius fprung bis rival to engage. 398
But here the lovely tyrant of their brealt

Advanc’d between them, and their rage fupprefls’d.
Ah! ceafe, (to that fhe cry’d) nor more complain,
‘That thou a partner, I 2 champion gain :

Canft thou my welfare or my fafety prize, 600
Yet thus deprive me of my new allies ?

In happy time (to this began the dame)

Thou com't, defender of my life and fame:

Reafon
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Reafon forbids, that e’er it thall be faid,
Armida fcom'd fo fair an offer’d aid. 6os
Thus fhe : while fome new champion ev'ry hour
Purfu'd her ftandard, and increas’d her pow’r, :
Some wand'ring here, fome there, the damfel join'd,
Tho’ each concealing what his thoughts defign’d, }
Now fcowP’d with jealous looks his rivals there to find.
She feem’d on all to caft a gracious eye, 611
And ev'ry one receiv’d with equal joy.
Searce had the day difpell’d the thades of night,
When heedful Godfrey knew his warriors’ flight ;
And while his mind revolv'd their fhameful doom, 615
He feem’d to mourn fome threaten’d ills to come.
As thus he mus'd, a meflfenger appear'd,
Breathlefs and pale, with daft and fweat befmear’d.
His brow was deep imprefs’d with careful thought, 619
And feem’d to fpeak th’ unwelcome news he brought.
Then.thus — O Chief | -th® Egyptians foon will hide
Beneath their numrous fleet the briny tide.
William, whofe rule Liguria’s fhips obey,
By me difpatch’d thefe tidings from the fea.
To this he adds ; that fending fram the {hore 625
The due provifions for the landed power;
The fteeds and camels, bending with their Joad,
Were intercepted in the midmoft road;
Aflail’'d with dreadful rage on ev’ry haud, A
Deep in a valley, by th’ 4radian band : " 630
Nor guards nor drivers could their pofts maintain,
The ftores were pillag’d, and the men were flain.

To
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To fuch a height was grown the #rabs’ force,
As- alk’d fome pow'r t'obftru& their daring courfe;
To guard the coaft, and keep the paflage free, 635
Betwixt the Chriffian camp and Syrian fea.

At once from man to man the ramour fled,
And growing fears among the foldiers fpread:
The threat'ning evils fill'd them with affright,
And ghaftly famine rofe before their fight. 640
The Chief, who faw the terrors of the hoft,
Their former courage funk, their firmnefs loft;
With looks fereme, and chearful {peeches ftrove
To raife their ardor, and their fears remove.

O friends ! with me in various regions thrown, 645
Amidft a thoufand woes and dangers known ;
Gonp’s facred champions! born t'affert his caufe,
And tleanfe from ftain the holy Chriffian laws !
Who wintry climes and ftormy feas have view'd,
And Perfian arins and Grecéan frauds fubdu’d; 650
Who could the rage of thirft and hunger bear —
Will you refign your fouls to abje& fear ?

Shall not th’ Eternal Pow’r (our fov'reign guide,
.And oft in more difat’rous fortune try’d)

Revive your hopes ? — deem not his favour loft, 655
Or pitying ear averted from our hoft :

A day will come with pleafure to difclofe

Thefe forrows paft, and pay to Gop your vows.
Endure and conquer then your prefent ftate ;
"Live, and referve yourfelves for happier fate. 660

He




B.V. JERUSALEM DELIVERED.

He faid ; but yet a thoufand cares, fupprefs'd,
The hero bury’d in his thoughtful breatt :
What means to nourith fuch a num’rous train,
And- ’midRt -defeat or famine to fuftain:
How en the feas t’ oppofe th’ Egyprian force; = 665
And flop the plund’ring A4raés in their courfe,

19
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BOOK VL

THE ARGUMENT.

Argantes fends a challenge to the Chriftians. Tancred
is chofen to oppofe him; but, wbhile be is wpon th
point of entering the liff, is detained by the appearanc
of Clorinda. Otho, in the mean time, meets Argantes,
is wanguifped, and made prifoner. Tancred and Ar
gantes thes engage : they are parted by the beralds
Erminia, difreffed with ber fears for Tancred, re-
Sfolwes to ifit that hero. Sbe difguifes berfelf in Clo-
rinda’s armour, and leaves the city by night 3 but fall-
ing in with an adwvanced guard of the Chriftians, is
affaslted, and flics.

U T, in the town befieg’d, the Pagan crew
With better thoughts their chearful hopes renew ;
Befides provifions which their roofs contain'd,
Supplies, of various kind, by night they gain'd:
'They raife new fences for the northern fide, 5
And warlike engines for the walls provide.
With ftrength increas’d the lofty bulwarks fhow,
And feem to fcorn the batt’ring rams below.
Now here, now there, the King. dire€ts his pow’rs
‘The walls to thicken, or to raife the tow’rs: 10
: B




®.VL JERUSALEM DELIVERED., 31

By-day, or fable eve, the works they ply,

Or when the moon enlightens all the ky,

Th’ artificers, with fweat and ceafelefs care,

New arms and armour for the field prepare : :

Meanwhile, impatient of inglorious reft, N T

Argantes came, and thus the King addrefs’d, C

How long, ina&ive, muft we here remain

Coop'd in thefe gates, a bafe and heartlefs train ?

From anvils huge I hear the ftrokes rebouud L

1 hear the helm, the fhield, the cuirafs found : =~ 20

Say, to what ufe, while yon® fapacious bands =~

QO’er-run the plains, and ravage all the lands ? | =~

And not a chief fhall meet thefe haughty foes,

And not a trumpet break their foft repofe? .

I genial feafts the chearful days they watte, 35

And undiftarb’d enjoy each calm repaft

By days at eafe, by night at ref} they lie; ‘

Allike fecurely all their moments fly. . ,

But you, at lcngth, with pining waat dzﬁ:ref:’d, .

Muft fink beneath the victor’s force opprefsd; .. e

Or bafely fall to death an eafy prey,

If Egypt fhould her fuccours long delay. ‘

For me, no thameful fate fhall end my days,

And with oblivion veil my former praife : _

Nor fhall the morning fun, to fight expos'd, .35
" Behold me longer in thefe-walls enclos'd.

.

1ftand prepar’d my lot unknownto prove,
Decreed already by the fatesabove.. .

Ne'er be it faid, the trufty fword ‘untry’d,” ) ‘
Inglorious, unreveng'd, Arganies dy’d. " 40

Vor. I, G- o ’ Yet.
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Yet if the feeds'of valour, once conffi'd,

Are not extinguifh'd ini thy gen'rous bieaft;

Not only hope in fight to fall with praife,

But your high thoaghts to life atid conqueft raife,
Tidn rofh we forth arited from the gate, 4
Attack the foe, aid piove our dtthoft fate ! :
Befet with dangers, and with toils opprefs‘d,

‘The boldéft counfels oft are prov'd the beft,

Baut if thy prodence now refufe to yield,

T'8*hazard 'al thy forte in opeén field ; P
At leaft proture two diampwns to detide :
Th’ important fisife, in fingle coribit try’d :

And that thé Igader of the Chriffian race

With readier mind 6ur challenge mhay embrace,

'Pb’ advantage ll'be bis, the armis to name, 3§
And at his will the full conditions frame. ’
For were the foe indu’d with twofold might,

‘With heart undaunted-in the day of fight ;

Think no misfortunie can ¢ty caufe attend,

Which I have fworn in combat to defend. oy
This better hand can fate itfelf fapply 3 .
This hand can gain thee ample viQtory :

Behold I give it as a pledge fecare ;

‘In this confide, I 'here thy reign enfure,

* #e ceas'd: Intrepid Chief! (the King reply’d) 63
Tho’ creeping age has damp’d my yeuthful pride
Deem not this hand o flow the fword to wicld,

Nor deem t.hi:ﬁmlfohaﬂykm the field,
That rather would I tamely lofe my breath,
Than fall enobled by -a glocious death ; 70
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If ought L fear’d, if ought my thoughts foretold
Of want or famine which-thy words unfdid ;

g

- Forbid it Heav™n ! — Then- ltear me now reveal -

What from the re®, with caution, ¥ conceal:
Lo Solyman of Nice, whoft refiies mind

Has vengeance for his former wrongs defign’d,
Colle&@s, beneath his care, from diff*rent lands,
The fcatter'd numbers of 4rakia’s bands;
Witle thefe will foon by night the foes invade,
And hopes to give the town fupplies and aid.
Then grieve not thou to fee our realms o’er-run,

Nor heed our plunder’d towns and caftles won ;

While here the fceptre fill remains my owa;
While here I hold my flate, and regal throne,
But thou, meantime, thy forward zeal afluage,
And calm awhile the heat of youthful rage ;
With patience yet attend the hour of fate,
Due to thy glory, and my injur'd flate,

Now fwell’d with high difdain drganm’ breatt,
A rival long to Solyman prafefs'd :

Inly he griev'd, and faw, with jealous eye,
The King {o firmly on his aid rely.

*T'is thine, (he cry’d) O Monarch! to declare
(Thine is th’ undoubted pow’r) or peace or war:
1 urge no more — here Solyman attend,

Let him, who loft his own, thy realm defend!
Let him, a welcome meflenger from Heav'n,
To free the Pagans from their fears be giv'n:
1 fafety from myfelf alone require ; ,
And freedom only from this arm defire.

G:

4

99

Now,
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Now, while thefe walls' the reft in floth detain,
Let me defcend to combat on the plain :
. Give me to dare the Franks to fingle fighty,
Not as thy champion, but a private kuight,
. ‘The King reply’d : Tho’ future times demand 105
“Thy nobler courage, and more needfyl hand ;
Yet to thy wifh I fhall not this deny
Then, at thy will, fome holtile chief defy.

Thus he. Th’ impatient youth no longer flay’d,
Byt, turning to the berald, thus he faid ; 110
Hafte to the leader of the Franks, and there,
Before th' united hoft, this meflage bear:

Say, that a champion, whofe fuperior mind
Woorns in thefe narrow walls to be confin’d,
Defires to prove, in either atmy’s ﬁght, 11§
With fpear and fhield his utmoft force in fight ;
And comes prepar'd his challenge t8 maintain,
Betwixt the tents and city, on the plain;
A gallant proof of arms | and now defies
The boldeft Frank that on his ftrength relies. 120
Nor one alone amid the hottite band ;
" The boldeft five that dare his force withftand,
Of noble lineage, or of vulgar race,
Unterrify’d he ftands in field to face:
The vanquifh'd to the vi€tor’s pow’r fhall yield, 113
S0 wills the law of arms and cuftom of the field.
Argantes thus. The heétald frait withdrew,
His vary’d furcoat o'er his fhoulders threw,
And thence to Godfrey’s regal prefence went, ‘
- By mighty chiefs furrounded in his tent, 130
O Prince!
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© Prince! (hé cry’d) may here a hérald dare,

Without offence, his embafly dectare ?

"Fo him the Chief : Without conftraint or fear,

In freedom fpeak; what.we as freely hear.. .t
'I“he herald then the challenge:-fiarce difelosd,- - 138
In boaftful words and haughty terms compos’d; - -
Fir'd at his {peech the martial bands appear'd, ¢
And with difdain the flern defiance heard: -
Then thus in anfwer pious Godfrey fpeaks s*

A ighty tatk your warrior undertakes : - 138
And well I traft, whate’er-his boafted might, -

One champion may! {uffice his arms in fights -

But let him come ; I to his will agree ;. <o

I give him open field, and condu® free : :
And fweéar fome warrior, from our Chriffian band, 14y
On equal terms fhall meet him hand to hand.

He ceas’d: the King at arms without delay,
Impatient,- meafuc’d back his former ways =
From thence, with*hafty fteps, tlie city fought; )
And to the Pagan-knight their anfwer brought. 1@
Arm ! valiant chiéf ! -(he cry’d) for fighe prepare ;

‘The Chriftian pow’rs accept thy proffer’d war :

Net: leaders fam'd alone demand the fight,-

‘The meaneft warriors burn to prove their mxgln.

Ffaw a thoufand threat'ning looks appear; - -18%
A-thoufand hands prepar’d the fword to rear 3

The Chief to thee a li&t fecure will yield.

He ended : When, impatient for the field,

Argantes call'd for arms with furious hafte; .
And round his limbs-the fieely burthen cally 160
G 3- The

-
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The wary King Clorinda then enjoin’d :
While he departs; remain not thou behind 5
But, with a thoufand arm’d, attend the knight ;
¥et foremoft let him march to equal fight,

“The care be thine to keep thy troops in fight. 165}

The Monasch fpoke ; and now the martial-train
Forfoolg the malls, and iffa’d to the plain,

Advanc'd before ihe band, Argantes prefs'd

His foaming fieed, in radiant armaur drefs’d,
Besween the city and the camp was found 170
An ample fpace of level champain ground 3

‘That feem’d a lift feleed by defign,

For valiant chiefs in deeds of arms to ]onl.

To this the bold Argastes fingly goes,

Aud there, deferding, flands before the foes : 175
Prond in his might, wish giant-firength indu'd,

With threat’ning looks the diffant camp he view'd.

So fierce Enceladys in Phlagra thew'd ;

So in the vale the huge Philifiine ftood. .
Yat many, veid of fear, the koight beheld, 180
Nor kaew how far his force in arms excell'd,

Still Gogfey doubted, *mid#t his valiant host,

‘What knight thould quell the Pagas’s haughty boaft.
To Tancred’s st (the braveft.of the beawe) -
_The great atempt the public favour gave. - 185
. With looks, with whifpers, il declard their qhoice:;
T he Chief, by figns, approv'd the gan’ral veice.
Each warriornow his sival claim withdsew ;
When each the will of mighty Gafrey knew.

- : -qhe
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"The field is thine! (to Taucred them he cry’d) - 1g0
Go! meet yon’ Pagan, and chaftife his pride.
"The glorious charge with joy the champton heard,
A dauntlefs ardor in his looks appear’d :
His fhield and hcln)et from his fquire he took,
Anqd, follow'd by a crowd, the vale forfook. 195
But ere he reach'd th’ appointed ligt of fight,
"The martial damfel met his cager fight: ‘
A flowing veft was o’er her armour fpread, )
White as the fnows that veil the mountain’s head :
Her beaver rear’d her loyely face difcdos’d, . 200
And on a hill fhe fipod at full expos’d. B
No longer Tancred now the foe efpies,
{Who rears his haughty vifage to the fies)
Put flowly moves his ffeed, and bends his fight
Where flands the virgin on a neighb’ring he:ght 205
*The lover to a lifelefs. fatue furps; o
With cold he freezen, and with hut’he bums
Fix'd in a ftupid gaze, unmoy’d he Ilanda,
And now no more the promis’d ﬁght dgmands!
Meaxtime drgenses looks aroynd in win, zx?,-
No chief appears the combat to maintaip.
Behold I come (he cry’d) to prove my mxghh
Who dares apProa,ch and meet my-arms in ﬁght
While Taxcred loft in deepeft thought appear ", .
Naor faw the Pa‘ax, nor his chanen&e hwd, © o215
Impetuous Ozbo fpurr’d his foammg horfe,
And enter'd firft the lit with eager courfs,
This knight, ‘before, by thirft of glogy fird,
With other warriors, to the fight afpird ;

G4 And.

3
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‘Ahd yielding then to Tancred’s nobler claim, 279
Mix'd with the throng that to attend him came
But iben he thus th’ enamour'd youth beheld
All motionlefs, neéle&fnl of the fleld,
Eager he ftarts to tempt the glorious deed';
Lefs fwift'the tiger or the panthei’s fpeed ! 225,
Againft the mighty Saracen he prefs’d,
Who fudden plac’d his pond’rous fpear in reft..
But Tancred now, recov'ring from kis trance,
‘Saw fearlefs Qrbo to the fight advance :
Forbear ! thé field is ming! (aloud he cries) — 230
In vain he calls, the knight regardlefs flies.
Th’ indignant Prince beheld, with rage and fhame ;
He blufh’d another fhould defraud his name, g
And reap th’ expefted harveft of his fame. -
And now Argantes, from his valiant foe, 235
Full on his helm' receiv’d, the mighty blow.. .
With greater force the Pagan’s jav'linftruck ;
The pointed fteel thro’ fhield and corflet broke -
Prone fell the Chrifian thund'ring on the fand ;-
nmov'd the Saracen his feat maintain’d ; 249
And, from on high, enflam'd with lofty pnde, )
Thus to the proftrate knight infulting cry’d:
Yield to my arms! fuffice the glory thine
To dare with me in equal combat join.
Not fo (cry’d Orbo) are we fram'd to yield, 245.
Nor is fo foon the Cériffian courage quell’d :
Let others, with excufes, hide my fhame;
*Tis mine to perifh, or avenge my fame!

7
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Then like Ales, terrible to view, -
Or lxke Medsfa, the Circaffian grew, 2 og
While from his eyes the flathing light'ning flew !
Now prove our utmoft force (cnrag’d he cries)
Since thus thou dar’ft our offer'd grace defpife,.
This faid ; be fpurr'd his ficed, nor heeded more
Th’ eftablifh’d laws of arms and knightly lore, 355
'The Fraxk, retiring, difappoints the foe, :
And, as drgestes pafs’d, direQls a blow,
That to the right defcending pierc’d. his fide 3
The {moking fteel returns with crimfon dy'd: .- -
But what avails it, when the wound infpires - 260
New foree and fury to the Pagas’s fires ?
Argantes wheeling roand with fudden fpeed,
Direét on Otho-urg’d his fiery fteed-:
Th* unguarded foe the dreadful fhock receiv'd s
AH pale he fell, at once of fenfe bereav’d : abg
Stretch’d on the earth his quiv’ring limbs were fpread,
And clouds-of darknefs hover'd o’er his head |

With brutal wrath the haught} victor glow’d,
And o’er the vanquifh’d knight in triumph rode,
Thus ev’ry infolent fhall fall the eries) 270
As he who now beneath my courfer lies ! '

But valiant 7. md now no longer flay’d,
Who with difdain the cruel a&t forvey’d ;
Refolv’d to veil the fallen warrior’s fhame,
And with his arms retrieve the Chriffiar name; 275
He flew, and cty’d — O thon! of impious kind,
I conqﬁe& bafe, and infamous of mind !

Gs From
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Rrom deeds like thiefe what glory canft thoo gain ?
What praifes from the courteous heart obtain ?
‘Thy manners fure were fram’d in favage lands, 280
Among th’ Arabian thieves, ot battfrous bands !
Hence, fliun the light! to woolds and wifds confin’d,
Among thy brethren of the brutal kindt

He ceasdd : Impatience fwell'd the Pogar’s brestl,
But eager rage his firugglieg wosds fopprels’d: 23
He foam'd like besfts that heomt the gleewy wead;’
At length; veleaifd, 'his anger roar’d aloud, }
Like thunder burfling from a difisat clood !
+ -Now for ¢he field th’ impetusss chisfs. prepase,
And wheel areund their courfers for the war. 290
O facred Mwde ! enfame -my voice with fire,
And ardor equal 10 .the fight infpise :
So may:my werke -he whrthy of th’ alarma,
Aad catch new vigonr from the din of arms !

."The, warvioss place theic ibearmy fposrs in 1eft; 295
Each pdints-his weapoh at-the adverfe creft. .
Lefs fwiftly to the goal.» mgar flies;

Lefs fwifk 2 bird.on pinions cleaves the fkiss.

Mg chiefs for fory could with thefe compare;

Here Tancred pour'd along, drgantes there! 300

The fpears againft the helms in fhivass broke;

A thoufand fparks fiew divesfe from she Aroke.

The mighty confli&t fhook the folid ground,

The diftant hills re-echo’d to the found!

Bot firmly feated, movelefs as a rock, 395

Each hardy champion bore the dreadful fhosk : .
) * While

.
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While either courfer tambled on the plaip,
Nor from the field with {peed arofe again,
'The warriors then punfheath’d ;lwr faulehions b;gh;,
And left their fieeds, qp foot to wage the fight. 310
Now ev'ry pafs with warp hands they prave ;
‘With watchful eyes.and nimble fect they move.
In ev'ry form their pliant limbs they fhaw ;
Now wheel, now prafs, now fesm. 10, fwn the foe:
Now here, now there, the glancing flecl they hend ; 315
And where they threasen lealt the firgkes defoend.
Sometimes they offer fame defencelsls past,
Atctempting thus to baffle agt with ast,
Tancred, unguarded by his {(wad.or-.fhigld, -
His naked fide before the Pagas held : 320
To feize th’ advantage fivift drgemte clos'd, -
And lefc-him(@lf to Tancred®s fword expos'd:;
The CGhrifiian dath'd the hoftide ficel .afide, . -
- And deep in Pagas gare his wespon.dy’d ;
Then fudden on his guard sollofled flood : .~ . 325
The foe, who fosnd bis limbs bedew’d with:bload,
Groan’d with anwomeed rage, and rais’d on'Migh - |
His weighty faulchion, with a.dseadful cry: . .
But, ere ho frikes, annther wouad alights .
Where to the fhoulder-bone the arm unites. - 330
As the wild boar that haunts the woods and hills,
When in his fide the biting fpear he feels, ‘
To fury rouz'd, againft.the hanter flies,
And ev'ry peril .fearns, and. death defes .
Se fares the Sqraces, with wrath on flaine ; 335°
Wounnd follows wound, and thame fucceeds to thame :
G6 And,
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And, burning for revenge, without regard, .
He fcorns his danger, and forgets to ward.
He raves, he ruthes headlong on the foe,
With alf his frength impeHing ev’ry blow. 340
Scarce bas the Chriftian time his fword to wield,
Or breathe awhile, or lift his fencing fhield 3
And all his art can fearce the knight fecure
From the diré thunder of Argantes® pow™r.
Tancred, who waits to fee the tempeft ceafe, - 345
| And the firft fury of his foe decreafe,
y Now wards the blows, now circles o’er the plains -
| But when he fees the Pagax's force remain }
| Untir'd with teil, he gives his wrath the rein:
He whirls his faulchion ; art and judgmnt yield, 3@
_ And now to sage alone refign the field.
. No ftrokes, :enforc’d from either ehampion, fail 3
The weapons pierce or fever plate and mail.
With arms and blood the earth is cover’d o’er
And ftreaming fweat is mixt with purple gore; 355
The fwords, like light'ning, dart quick fafhes round,
And fall, lilce thunderbolts, with herrid fodnd,
On cither hand the gazing people.wait,
And watch the dreadful fight's uneertain fate »
No motion in th’ attentive hofts appeard, 36e
No voige, no whifper.from the troops was heard :
*Twixt hope and fear they ftand, and aicely weigh
‘The various turng, and fortune of the day.
Thaus flood thewar; and now each weary knight
Had undctcrlmn’d left the chance of fight 3 - 368

R ‘When

1
ot
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When rifing eve her fable veil difplay’d.

And wrapt each objet in' furrounding thade.-
From ecither fide a herald-bent his way, -

To part the warriors and fafpend the frays-
The one a Frank; Arideus was his name ;- 370 4+
Lindorus one, rever’d for-wifdom’s fame,

Who with the challenge to the CBriffians came, }
Intrepid thefe before the chiefs appear’d,

And "twixt the fwords their peaceful fceptres rear’d ;
Secur'd by all theigrivilege they find- 375,
From antient rights-and cuftoms of-mankind.:

Ye warriors brave! (Pindorus-thus begun)

Whofe deeds of valpur equal praife have won ;'

Here ceafe, nor with untimely ftrife profane

The facred laws of night’s all-peaceful reign. 3%
‘The fun our labour claims ; with toil opprefs'd,

Each creature gives the night to needful reft :

And gen’rous fouls difdain the conquefls made

In fullen filence, and no&urnal fhade. .

To him Argantes : With regret I yield 385
To quite th’ unfinifh’d contett of the field :

Yet would I chufe the day our deeds might view :
Then fwear my foe the combat to renew,

To whom the Chrifian : Thou thy promife plight
Here to retun, and bring thy captive * kwight; 390
Elfe fhall no caufe induce me to delay
Our prefent conflit to a future day.

This faid ; they fwore. The heralds then decreed
The day that fhould decide th’ important deed ;.
? O7e, . :

And

!



13+ JERUSALEM DELIVERED. B.JL

And, time allow’d to heal essh wounded knight, 395
Nam'd the Gxth moraiog to zesew the fight.
The dreadful combat long scpsis™ ingprefa’d
In ev'ry Saraces and Chrifiian benafl = ,
Each tongue the tkill of either warrior talls ;
"Each thought, wish wender, ontheir valour dwells, 40
Yet who the prize fhould gain, .on cither fide
The vulgar vary and in parte-divide :
If fury fhall from virtee win the feld,
Or brutal rage to manly courage yield.
But fair Emminia, mov'd above the reft, 408
With growing fears terments her tender breaft ;
She fees the deareft objeft of her care
Expos’d to hazards of ancertain war.
Of princely lineage came this haplefs maid,
From him who Awtioch’s pow’rful feeptre fway'd: 410
But, when her flate by chance of war was loft,
She fell a captive to the Chrifian hoft,
Then gallant Tancred gave her woes relief,
And, *midft her country’s ruin, calm’d her grief
He gave her freedom, gave her all the flore 415
Of regal treafure fhe pofiefs’d before,
And claim’d no tribate of 2 vi&tor’s pow'r, }
The grateful fair the hero’s worth confefw’d ;
Love (O\md admittance in her gentle breaft
His early virtues rais’d her firft defire ; 430
His manly beauty fann’d the blamelefs fire.
In vain her outward liberty fhe gain'd,
When, loft in fervitude, ber foul remain’d!
9 ' ' She
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She quits her eonge'vor with 2 hesvy, mind,.
And with regret her piifon:ienves behind, - 42g
Bt honour chides her fay, . (lee Jpatichs fane

Is ceer.desr 40 ov'ry victuome datag), .

And, with ier agad mothes, theace confirain'd

Her bapifh’d feps to fock a fricadly land

Till at Jernfalom-hes courla G fay'd, 43
‘Whene Hadine vaceiv'd the wand’sing waid

Here: foanagain by sdverie. fonvme croff, .
With tears the visgin sowm’d, 4 mothar lod,

Yet not the foctow for her parsna’s ate,

Nor all the woubles of her exil’'d fiate, 433
Conld from her heart bor sm’rons paios vemove,

Or quendb the fmalleft fpark of mighty love :

She lovey, -and-borns! ~ Alas, unhappy maid !

No foothing hopes afford her sorments.aid ;

She bears, witliin, the:flamos of fond defiee ; 440 }

b

Wain fraktlels.withes all isor:thoughes infpire,
And, while theifirives to-hide, fhe feads the fifled fire.
Now Tancred near-the - walisof. Sias drew,

And, by his prefence, raie’d her hopes anew,
‘The reft-with terror fee the-num!rogs-train .

«OF foes unconquer'd on-the dufty.plain :

- She clears-her brow, ‘her dewy forrow . dries,
And views the warlike bande with- ¢heasful oyes ;
From rank to rank her-lodks ineeflant rove,
And oft the feeks in vain her-wasrior-love : 450
And oft, diftinguifir'd *mid@ the Sield.ef ight,
She fingles Tancred to-her cager fight, -

445

Join'd
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Joind with the palace, -to the ramparts nigh, -
A-fately caftle rifes in the fky;
Whofe lofty head the profpect wide commands, - 444
The plain, the mountain, and the Chrifian bandes -
There, from the early beams of morning light,”
'Till deep’ning ‘thades obfcure the world §n night; -
She fits, and, fixing oni the camp her eyes,
She communes with her thouglits, and vents her fighs. 456"
From thence the view’d the fight with beating heart, -
* And faw expos’d her foul’s far dearer part :
‘There, fill'd with terror and diftraing care,™
She watch’d the various progrefs of the war ;-
And when the Pagaz rais’d aloft his fteel, 48
She feem’d herfelf the threat’ning firoke to feel, -
When now the yirgin heard fome futare day
Was deftin’d to decide th’ unfinith'd fray,
Cold fear in all her veins congeal’d the blood,-
8ighs heav'd her breaft, her eyes with forrow flow’d, 47
And o'er her face a pallid hue was fpread,
While ev’ry fenf{e was loft in:anxious dread,-
A thoufand horrid thoughts her foul divin'd ;
In fleep a thoufand phantoms fill’d her mind:
Oft, in her dreams, the much-lov'd warrier lies 425
All gafh’d and bleeding 5 oft, with feeble cries,
Invokes her aid; then, flarting from her reft,
Tears bathe her cheeks, and trickle down her breaft.
Nar fears alone of fature evils £ll
Her carefyl heart, fhe fears the prefent ill, . 480
The wounds her Tancred late receiv'd in fight
Diftract her mind with anguifh and affright. .
Fallacious
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Fallacious rumours,. that around are blown,

Encreafe with added lies the truth unknown,
~ Taught by her mother’s fkill, the virgin knew 483

‘The fecret pow’r of ev'ry herb that grew - :

She knew the force of ev’ry myftic ftrain’ "'

"T'o clofe the wound, and eafe the throbbing pain 3

(In fuch repute the healing arts were held,

In thefe the daughters of the Kings excell’d.) 450

Fain would fhe now her cares to Tancred thow ; :

But fate condemns her to relieve his foe,

Now was fhe tempted noxious plants to chufe;

And poifon in Jrganm wounds infufe s C

Biit foon her piouy thoughts the deed difclaim, 44§

And fcorn with tfeach’ry to pollute her fame. -

Yet oft the wifh'd that ev’ry herb apply’d

Might lofe it’s wonted pow'r; and virtue try'd. S

She fear'd not.(by fuch various troubles toft)

Alone to travel thro' the sdverfc hoft ; jow

Accuftom'd wars and flaughter to forvey,.

And all the perils-of the wand’rer’s way::

Thas ufe to daring: had inur'd her mind

Beyond thenature of the fofter kind :

But mighty Love, fuperior to the reft, : - §95

Had quell’d each female terror in her breaft : :

Thus arm’d, fhe dusft the fands of 4fric trace,

Amidft the fury of the:favage pace..

Tho' danger {till and death her foul defpis’d,

Her virtue, and ber better fame fhe priz'd. [10Y

And now her heart confliing paffions rend.s . !

Thére. Lave and Honoar (pow'sful foes! ) contend.

Thus

¢

-
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“TThus Honour feem’d to fay: O thao! whofe mind
Has fiill been pure, within my laws confin'd §
Whom, when a captive 'midt you hoflile tais, 515
I kept in thought and perfen cicar from &ain ;
Wilt thou, now freed, the virgin boaft forego,
So well preferv’d when pris'ner o the foe ?
Ah | what cae raife {uch fancies in thy breaft 5
. 8ay, what thy purpafe, wbat thy bopes fuggefk? 320
.Alone to wapder 'mid& a fozeign race,
And with nofunsl leve thy fax difgrace ?
Juitly the vilkor thall reproach thy same,
And deem thee. loft to viztug, a8 to fhame;
With fcorm fhall bid thee fram bis fight emove, 585
-And bear to vulger fonls thy prafies’d Joma.
But gentler pounfels, on 8 difrent parts
Thus fecm’d to whifper $0-hae waw'sing beasts
Thou wen nes Gawely of s Gvage becs, .
Neor fram a moustain’s faanen eusrailetoms 8§80
.No adamant and Acel comppis thy fmwe s
Defpife not then Leve’s plenfing tlasts snd Same, ;
And blufh not te eonfefs 2 lover's mame.
Go and obey the diftates of thy mind »e
Bt wherefore fhould'ft theu feign thy kewight unicind ?
Like thine his fighs may heave, his tears may flow ; 536
And wilt aot thou thy tender aid beflow ?
Lo! Tancred’s life (ungraveful | ) runs to wafle,
While on another all thy eares ave plac'd !
“To cure Argawtes then thy &kill apply, 540
§0 by his ares may thy deliv’rer dye! :
- Ve ‘ . B
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Is this the ferviee to bis merits due,

And canf thou fuch a hereful wk perfee ?

O ! think whatxranfports mofk thy bofom feel -

Thy Tancred’s wounds, with lesient hand, to heal. 545

"Think, when thy'pioas care his heaith retrieves,

Life’s welcome gife from thee the youth seceives !

Thou fhelk with him n ev’ry virtae fhare,

With hioh diyide his fatnre fame in war :

Then fhall he clafp thee to his grateful breatt, 550

And nuptia] ties fhill make thee ever bleft :

Thou fhak be fhewn toall, and happy nam’d,

Among the Latian wives and-matrons fam’d

In that fairdand whese marial valour reigns,

Aund where Raligion her pure feat mainmins. 5%
With hopes like drefe desciv'd, ty’ unthinkiog -id

A flatt’ring.one of future biifs had laid :

But flill azboufand doabis: perplaving rife,

‘What means for her departure to dévitc, :
“The guands, incollant; sicar the patace: frandl, §50
And watsh the portals, and the walls command;

Nor dare, amid the hazarids of the-war, -

‘Without fome-weighty caufe the gates anbar.

Full oft Erminia, 10 bepuile horcares, .

“The time in coaverfe.with Clorinda fhares ; . g6s
With her.gach svefterndun bebeld the mad, ’
Each rifing morn the friendly pair furvey'd ¢

And when in gloomy fhade the day was dlos'd, -

Both in one bed their weary linibs repas’d, C
-One fe¢ret ouly, toeafus’d i her bree, - . . %0
The fond Brsinia from hdr fricad fupprefi'd; '

139

With
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With cautious fear her love fhe filt conceal'd ;-

But when her plaints herinwacd pains reveal’d,-

She to a diffrent caufe aflign'd her woe,-

And for her ruin’d flate her forrows feem'd to flow. 573

Thro' every chamber of the margial maid,-

By friendthip privileg’d, Erminia fivay'd.

One day it chancd, intent on many a:thought, -

The royal Fair her friend’s apartment fought 5

Llorinda abfent, there her-anxious mind 580
Revolv'd the means t'effedt the flight defign’d.

While various doubts, by, turns, the dame diftre’d, -
Aloft the mark’d.Clorinda's arms and veft :

Then to herfelf,- with heavy fighs, the faid :-

How bleft above her fex the warrior-maid-! 5%
How does her flate, alas! my envy reife ;. :
Yet not for female boaft, o beauty’s pmfe.

No lemgth of fweeping veft her flep reftrains;

No envious cell her dauntlefs foul detains: .
-But, cloath’d in fhining fteel, at will fhe roves; 508"
Nor fear with-holds,-nor confcious fhame reproves.
Why did not Heav’n with equal vigour frame.

My fofter limbs, and fire my_beart to fame

So might I turn the female robe aad veil

"Fo the -bright helmet and the jointed maili. . 595
My love would change of heat-and. cold defpife,

And all the feafons-of inclement fkies, -

In arms alone, or with my martial train,

By day or night to range on yonder plain.

“Fhy will, Argastes, then thou hadft not gain’d,. 600

And with.my Lord.the.combat firR maintain'd ; -
This
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This hand had met, and ah ! that happy hour -
Perchance had made him pris’ner to my pow’r:

8o from his loving foe he fhould fuftain
A gentle fervitude and eafy chain : " fog:
So.might my foul awhile forget to grieve,

And Tancred’s bonds Erminia’s bonds relieve,’

Elfe had his hand this panting bofom gor’d,

And thro’ my heart impell'd the ruthlefs fword :

Thus had my deareft foe my peace reftor’d.! 6:0%
Then had thefe eyes in lafting fleep been laid,

While the dear vi@tor o’er the fenfelefs.dead,
Perchance, with pitying tears, had mourn'd my doom,
And giv'n thefe linibs the honours of a tomb !

But ah.! I wander, loft in fond defire, 615
Apd fruidefls withes fruitlofs thoughts infpire ! .

Then fhall I ftill refide with anguifh here,

In abje@ ftate, the flave of female fear?

O no! —aconfide, my foul, refolve and dare+ '~ -
Can I not once the warrior’s armour bear ? " 620
Yes — Love fhall give the ftrength th’ attempt requires 3
Love, that.the weakeft with his farce infpires !

That ev’d to dare impells the tim’rous hind —

Bat ’tis no martial thought that fills my mind :

I feek, beneath Clorinda’s arms conceal’d, -bz2g
To pafs the gates unqueftion’d to the field.

O Love! the fraud, thyfelf infpir'd, attend!

And Fortane with propitious fmiles béfriend !

*Tis now the hour for flight — (what then detains)
While with the King Clorinda ftill remains, 630

‘ Thus
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Thus fix’d in hez refolves, th® impationt maid,
By am'rous paflion led, no-longer flay'd ;
Bat to her near apatmant ‘thence repairs,
" Aqd-with her all the fhining acmeus hears,
No prying eyes weve.there het deeda to'view ; 35
For when fhe came the menial trala withdrew 5
While night, that theft and love alike befrieads,
T’ affift the deed her fable veil exteads.
Sooit as thie virgi fawe shofary arife; -
‘That faintly glimawer'd thro’ th dutky: fkies, 649
She call’d, in fecrat, hee defign to aid,
A fquite of ith apptov’d, and favour'd mid :
To thefe in part her purpofe fhe reveald,
But, with feign’d tales, the camle of flight cenceal'd.
The trufty fquire prepar’d, with ready care, 645
Whate’er was neodful for the wand’ring Fair,
Meantime Erminia had her robes unbound,
That, to her feet defcending, fwept the ground.
Now, in her veft, the lovely damfel thin'd
With charms fuperior to the female kind. 650
In ftubborn ficel her tender limbs the drefs'd, .
The mafly belm her golden ringlets prefs'd :
Next in her feeble hand fhe grafp’d the fhield,
A weight too mighty for her ftrengthto wield.
‘Thus, clad in arms, fhe darts a radiant light 655
With all the dire magnificence of fight!
Love prefent laugh’d, as when he view'd of old
The female weeds Alides’ bulk infold.
Heavy and flow, fhe moves along with pain 3
And fcarce her feet th’ unwonted load fuftain,

8
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The faithful demifst by her fide sends,

And with wiilbiag stz her flep befriends.

But Love ker fpisits 2nd her hopes rencws,

And ev'’ry trembling limb with fscagtly indwes. - -
>Till, having reack’d the fguirs, without dolay 664
‘Thay mount their ready fieods, and take their way,
Difguis’d they pafs’d amid the gloomy aighs,

And fought the fileat paths obfcur'd from fight :

Yet fcatter’d folstiets here and these they fpy'd,

And faw the gleam.of ars on e¥’ry fide. Sye.
Bnmmpt&:mﬂanoh&- -
All know hes grmbar, ev’a by night mfa&’d, ) ;.
‘The fnow-white mantle and the dreadful creft,

Ermigia, tho’ hes doubty were partly eas'd,

Yet found not all her troubled thoughts appeas’d; 67 S

She fear'd difcov’ry, but her fears fuppref(s'd,

And reach’d the gates, and thus the gpard addrefs'd ;

Set wide the portal, nor my fteps detain,

Commifion’d by the King, I feck the plain.

Her martial garb deceiv’d the foldiers’ eyes ; 630

Her female accents favour'd the difguife.

The guard obey’d; and thro’ the gate, in hafte,

The Princefs, with her two attendaots, paf’d ;

Thence from the city-walls, with gaution, went ‘

Obliquely winding down the hill’s defcent. 685
Now fafe at diftance in a lonely place,

Erminia check’d awhile her courfer’s pace.

Efcap’d the former perils of the night,

Nognard;, 0O IAMPAIS. ROW ¢’ obﬁm&herﬁaghn ;6

w
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‘With thought mature fhe ran her purpefe o’er,  6ge

And weigh'd the dangers lightly weigh’d before,

More arduous far fhe faw th’attempt would proye:

Than firft appear’d to her defiring love :

Too rath it feem’d, amidft a warlike foe,

In fearch of peace, with heftile arms to go <. 695

For ftill the purpos'd to conceal her name,

STiill to the prefence of her knight the came,

To him fhe with’d to ftand reveal'd alone,

A fecret lover, and a friend unknown !

“Then flopp’d the Fair, and now, more heedful made,

Fhus to her fquire, with better counfel, faid, 708
“*T'is thou, my friend! who muft with fpeed and care,

“To yonder tents my deftin’d way prepare,

Go — let fome guide dire@t thy doubtful eyes,

Aud bring thee where the wounded Tanered lies, 705

T'o him declare, there comes a friendly maid,

‘Who peace demands, and brings him healing aid ;

Peace — (for the war of love now fills my mind)

‘Wherice he may health, and I may comfort find.

Say, that, withhim fecure from fcorn or thame, 710

A virgin to his faith commits her fame.

In fecret this — If more the knight require,

Relate no further, but with fpeed retire.

. Here will I fafely wait. — So fpoke the maid,

Her meffenger at once the charge obey'd ; 758

He fpurr'd his courfer, and the trenches gain’d,

And friendly entrance from the guard obtain'd.

Condutted then, the wounded chief lie fought,

Who heard, with joy, the pleafing meffage brought.

The
4
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The fquire now leaves the knight to doubts refign’d,
(A thoufand thoughts revolving in his mind)

21
To bring the welcome tidings to the Fair, 7~
‘That the, conceal'd, may to the camp repair.
Meanwhile the dame, impatient of his ftay,
Whofe eager wifthes fear the leafl delay, 71§

Counts ev’ry flep, and meafures oft in vain
The fancy’d diftance *twixt the camp and plain :
And oft her thoughts the meflenger reprove,
Too flow for the defires of ardent love'!
‘At length, advancing to a neighb'ring height, 730
‘The foremoft tents falute her longing fight,
Now was the night in ftarry luftre feen, '
And not a cloud ebfcur’d the blue ferene :
The rifing moon her filver beams difplay’d, °
And deck’d with pearly dew the dufky glade.
With anxious foul, th’ enamour’d virgin firays
From thought to thought, in Love’s perplexing mage ;
And vents her tender plaints, and breathes her fighs
To all the filent ficlds and confcious fkies,
Then, fondly gazing on the camp, fhe faid :
Ye Latian tents, by me with joy furvey’d !
From you, methinks, the gales more gently blow,
And feem already to relieve my woe !
So may kind Heav’n afford a milder ftate
‘To this unhappy life, the fport of fate !
As tis from you I feek t’ affuage my care,
And hope alone for peace in fcenes of war !
Receive me then! — and may my withes find
That blifs, which Love has promis’d to my mind ;
VYou. I H Which
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Which ev'n my worft of fortane could afford,
When made the captive of my deareft lord !
I feek not now, iafpir’d with fancies vain,
By you my regal honours to regain :

Ah no! — Be this my happinefs and pride,
Within your fhelter humbly to refide!

So fpoke the haplefs Fair, who little knew
How near her fudden change of fortune drew ;
For penfive while fhe ftood, the cloudlefs moon
Full on th’ unheedful maid with fplendor fhone 3
Her fnow.white veftare caught the filver beam ;
Her polifh’d arms return’d a trembling gleam ;
And on her lofty creft, the tigrefs rais’d,

With all the terrors of Clorinda blaz’d.

When lo! (fo will'd her fate) a num’rous band
Of Chrifiian fcouts were ambufh’d near at hand ;
Difpatch’d ¢ impede the paflage o’er the plain,
Of fheep and oxen to the Pagan train.

Thefe Polypbernes and Aleander guide,
Two Latian brethren, who the tatk divide,

. Young Pelypbernes, who had feen his fire
Beneath Clorinda’s thund’ring arm expire,
Soon as his eyes the dazzling veft furvey’d,
Confefs’d the 'femblance of the martial maid ;
He fir'd his crew ; and, heedlefs of controul,
Gave Icofe to all the fury of his foul;
‘Take this! and perifh, by my weapon flain —
He faid ; and hurl’d his lance, but hurl’d in vain.

As when a hind, opprefs’d' with toil and hezt,

To fome clear fpring dire@s her weary feet;
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If, as fhe thinks to eafe her fainting limbs - - 78a
In the cool thade, and drink the cryftal fireams, -
‘The fatal hounds arrive ; the takes her flight,
And all her thirft is loft in wild affright. -

Thus the, who hop’d fome kind relief to prove,
And fought t' allay the burning thirft of love,
Soon as the warriors, clad in fieel, appear,
Forgets her former thoughts in fudden fear :

She flies, nor dares th’ approaching danger meet ;
‘The plain re-echoes with her courfer’s feet,
With her th’ attendant flies ; the raging knight, 79@
Firft of the band, purfues the virgin's Hight.
Now from the tents the faithful fquire repairs,
And to the dame his tardy tidings bears ;
Struck with like fear, he gives his fteed the rein,
And all are fcatter’d diverfe o’er the plain. 798§
Aleander till, by cooler prudence fway’d,
Fix'd at his ftation, all the field furvey’d ;
A meflage to the camp he fent with fpeed,
That not the lowing ox, nor woolly breed,
Nor prey like thefe was feen ; but, fmit with fear, 8co
The fierce Clorinda fled his brother’s {pear.
Nor could he think that fhe, no private knight,
But one who bore the chief command in fight 3
At fuch a time would iflue from the gate,
Without fome public weighty caufe of ftate : 805
But Godfrey’s wifdom muft th” adventure weigh,
And what he bade Alkander fhould obey.
“Soon to the camp the flying tidings came,
But firlt the Latian tents receivd the fame,

Ha ' Tancred,

785
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Yancred, whofe foul the former meffage mov'd, 810
Now felt new terrors for the maid he lov'd,

" To me (hecty’d) fhe came, with pious care,

Alas ! for me this danger threats the Fair!

Then of his heavy arms a part he takes,

HMe mounts-his courfer, and the tent forfakes 818
With filent hagte ; and, where the track he *fpies,
With furious courfe along: the champain flies.

The Enp of the SixTn Boox,
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THE ARGUMENT.

" Erminia, fying from the Chriftian guard, is received by a .
Soepberd. Tancred, who purfued ber, fuppefing her 1o
. &e Clorinda, fa/l: into Armida’s Jnare, and is made
prifoner in her cafile.  In the mean time Argantcs, on
the ap)nt'n'ted day, enters the liff to finifo the combat with
Tancred, Tancred eing abfent, none of the warriors
bawve the courage to fupply his place. Godfiey reproackes
. their pufilanimity, and refolves himfelf 10 meet Argantgs.
Raymond diffuades bim. Many others them, filled with
emulation, are defirous to engage. They caff lots; and
the lot falls en Raymond. He enters the I, and, a4/
[fified by bis guardian Angd, bas the advantage of Ar-
- gantes; awhben Beelzebub jucites Qradine to0 wound
Raymond, and thus breaks off 1he tombat. 4 general.
battle enfues. The Pagans are alnoft defeated 5 but the
Infernal Powers raifing a florm, the fortune of the day
is changed. God'frey, with bis army, retires 1o bis -
- trenchmgnts.

MEANWHILE the courfer with Erminia ftray’d
& Thro' the thick covert of a woodland fhade ;
Her trembling hand the rein no longer guides,
And thro’ her veins a chilling terror glides,
‘ : H; By
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By windiog paths her fteed purfi’d his flight, 5
And bore at length the virgin far from fight.

As, after long and toilfome chace in vain,
The panting dogs unwilling quit the plain,
1f chance the game their eager feareh elude, .
Conceal'd in thelter of the fav’ring wood : 10
So to the camp the Ghriflian knights return,
While rage and fhame in ev’ry vifage burn.
Still flies the damfel, to her fears refign’d,
Nor dares to caft a tranfient-look behind.
All night fhe fled, and all th’ enfuing day, 15
Her tears and fighs companions of her way :
But when bright Pbzbas from his golden wain
Had loos’d 'his feeds, and funk beneath the main
To facred Fordan's cryftal flood fhe came,
‘Fhere ftay’d her courfe, and refted near his fiream. 20
No rourithment her fainting ftrength renew’d,
Her woes and tears fupply’d the place of food.
But Sleep, who with oblivious hand can tlofe
Unhappy mortals’ eyes in {oft repofe, .
To eafe her grief, his gentle tribute brings, - 25
And o’er the virgin fpreads his downy wings:
Yet Love fuill breaks her peace with mournful themes,
And haunts her flumbess with diftralting dreams.
She fleeps, ’till, joyful at the day’s retura, .
“The feather'd choirs falute the break of morn} 30
*Till rifing Zepbyrs whifper thro’ the bow’rs,
Sport with the rufiled ftream and painted flow’rs ;
Then opes her languid eyes, and views around
The thepherds’ cots amid the fylvan ground :

S : * *When,

.
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When, ’twixt the river and the wood, the hears 35
A found, that calls again her fighs and tears.
Bat foon her plaints are flopp’d by vocal ftrains,
Mix’d with the rural pipes of village-fwains:
She rofe, and faw, beneach the thady grove,
An aged fire that ozier bafkets wove : 40
His flocks around him graz'd the meads along,
‘Three boys, befide him, tun’d their ruftic fong.
Scar’d at th’ unufual gleam of armour bright,
The harmlefs band were feiz'd with fudden fright ;
But fair Erminia foon difpels their fears ; 45
From her bright face the fhining helm the rears ; ;
And undifguis’d her golden hair appears.
Purfue your gentle tatks with dread unmov'd,
O happy race! (fhe cry’d) of Heav'n belov'd !
Not to difturb your peace thefe arms I bear, [{-]
Qy check your tuneful notes with founds of war.
Then thus— O father! ’midft thefe rude alarms,
When all the country burns with horrid arms,
What pow’s can here your blifsful feats infure,
And keep you from the foldiers’ rage- fecure ? 55
To whom, the fwain : No dangers here, my fon,
As yet my kindred or my flock have known:
And thefe abodes, remov’d to diftance far,
Have ne’er been ftartled with the din: of war,
Or whether Heav’'n, with more peculiar grace, 6e
Defends the fhepherds’ inoffenfive race:
Or, as the thunder fcorns the vale below,
And fpends its fury on the mountain’s brow;,

H4 "~ So



‘152 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. B.VIL

So falls alone the rage of foreign fwords
On fceptred princes and on mighty lords. 65
No greedy foldiers hese for plunder wait,
Lur'd by our poverty and abjeé&t flate :
To others abjeét ; but to me fo dear,
Nor regal pow'r, nor wealth is worth my care.
No vain ambitious thoughts my foul molett, 70
No av’rice harbours in my quiet breait !
From limpid freams my draught is well fupply’d ;
I fear no poifon in the wholefome tide.
My little garden and my flock afford
Salubrious viands for my homely board, - 75
HNow litdle, juftly weigh'd, eur life requires!
For fimple Nature owns but few defires,
1o! thete my fons, (no menial flaves I keep)
The faithful guardians of their father’s theep.
‘Thus in the groves I pafs my hours away, t
And fee the goats and fiags aroand me play 5
‘The fithes thro’ thefe cryftal waters glide,
And the plum’d race the yielding air divide.
‘There was a time (when early youth infpires
The mind of erring man with vain defires) - 8
1 fcorn’d in Jowly vales my flock to feed,
And from oy native foil and country fled.
At Memphis once 1 livid ; and, highly grac’d,
Among the Monarch’s houfhold- train was plac’d :
And; tho’ the gardens claim’d my cares alone, 90
To me the wicked arts of courts were known.
There long I ftay’d, and irkfome life endur’d,
-Still by ambition’s empty hopes allur’d :
Put
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But when, with flow’ry prime, thofe hopes were fled,
And all my paffions with my youth were dead ; 95
Once more I with’d to live an humble fwain,
And figh'd for my forfaken peace again ;
Then bade adieu to courts ; and, free from firife,.
Have fince in woods enjoy’d-a bliftful life,

While thus he fpoke, Erminia filent hung, bi )
In fix'd attention on his pleafing tongue :
His fage difcourfes, on her heart imprefs'd,
Afluag’d the t¢mpett of her troubled breaft :
*Till, after various thoughts; the princely maid.
Refolv'd to dwell beneath the lonely fhade ; 108,
At leaft, fo long fequefter’d to refide,
"Till fortune fhould for her retarn provide..

Then tb the hoary fwain her fpeech fhe mov'd:
O happy man! in fortune’s frowns approv'd :
If Heav’n unenvying view thy peaceful flate, 1o
Let pity touch thee for my haplefs fate :
Ah! deigh to take me to your pleafing feat ;.
To me how grateful were this kind retreat !
Perhaps thefe lonely groves may eafe in part,.

‘The mournful burthen of my fwelling heart.. e
If gold or jewels can allure thy mind,

(Thofe idols fo ador'd by human kind!). g
From me thy foul may all its' withes find.

Then, while her lovely eyes with forrows flow,
She half reveals the fory of her woe: 12@.
The gentle fwain her tale with pity hears,
Sighs back her grief, and anfwers teara with tears ;

Hs With:
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‘With kindly words confoles th’ afflited Fair,
At once receives her with a father’s care,
And thence conduds her to his ancient wife,. K28
‘The faithful partner of his humble life.

And now (her mail unbrac’d) the royal maid
Tn ruftic weeds her graceful limbs array'd ;
By, .in her courtly looks and beauteous mien,
Appear'd no tenant of the fylvap fcene. 130
No drefs could veil the luftre of her eyes,
No outward form her princely air difguife 2
A fecret charm, and dignity innate
Eagch a& exalted of her lowly flate.
She drives the flock to pafture on the plain,. 133
And, with her crook, condu&s to fold again :.
From the rough teat fhe drew the milky fiream,
And preft in circling vats the cyrdled cream.

. Qft, when beneath fome fhady grove’:i retreat
"The flocks are thelter’d from meridjan heat ;. 140
On the fmooth bgechen rind the penfive dame
Carves.in a thoufand forms her Zancred’s name ;.
* Oft on a thoufand plants infcribes her flate,
Hey dire diftrefs, and love’s difat’rous fate :
And while her eyes her own fad lines perufe,, 145,
A fhow’r of tears her lovely. face bedews.
Then thus fhe crigs — Ye-friendly trees! retain
My ﬂory’d forrows, and.declare my pam
Sh\ou}d e’er, beneath .your grateful fhade, refide. _
Some love-fick youth in true affe@ion try’d ; 150
His heart may learn with friendly grief to glow,
’I‘ ouch’d by my fad vanety of woc;
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53
So may he Love and Fortune’s rigour blame,,
‘That thus reward a virgin’s conftant flame..
If ’er indulgent Heav’n vouch{afe to hear 11

The tender wifhes of a lover’s pray’r ;.
Ev’n he may haply to thefe dwellings rove,
Who heeds not now forlorn Erminia’s love ;
And, cafting on.the ground his pitying eyes,
Where clos’d in earth this breathlefs body lies, ~ 16@
May to my fuff'rings yield a late return,.

And with a pious tear my fortune mourn.

Thus, if my life was never doom’d to reft,

At leattin death my fpirit fhall be bleit ;. :
- And. my cold afhes fhall the blifs receive,. 165
Which here relentlefs fate refus'd to give !.

"Thus to the fenfelefs trunks her pains fhe told,
Wihile down her cheek the copious forrows roll’d.
Tancred, meantime, the damfel’s flight purfu'd, -

- And, guided by the track, had reach’d the wood : 170
But there the trees {o thick a.gloom.difplay’d,
He rov’d uncertain thro’ the dutky thade,
And now he liftens with attentive ear,

The noile of fteeds or found of arms to hear.
Each. bird or beaft that ruftles in the brakes,.

9%
Each whifp’ring breeze his am’rous hope awakes. 5
At length he leaves.the wood : the fav’ring moon

Dire&s his wand’ring fteps thro® paths nuknown,

A fudden noife at.diftance feems to.rife,

Andcthither ftrait th’ impatient warrior flies. 190 .
And now he comes where, from a rock, diftills- [

A plenteous fiream that falls in lucid rills;,
. Ha 'Bliemn



16 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. B.VIL

Then down the fteep th’ united waters flow,
And murmur in the verdant banks below.
Here Tancred cali’d aloud : in vain he cry’d ; 185
No found, fave echo, to his voice reply’d.
Meanwhile he faw the gay durora rife,
And rofy bluthes kindling in the fkies :
Inly he groan'd, accufing Heav'n that held
The flying damfel from his fearch conceal'd ; 190
And vow'd his vengearce on the head to bend
Whofe rafhnefs fhould the much-lov'd maid offend.
At length the knight, tho’ doubtful of the way,
Refolv’d to feek the camp without delay ;

For near at hand the delin'd morning drew, 195
‘That with Argantes muft his fight renew.

When ifluing from a narrow vale, he *fpy'd

A meflenger, that feem'd on fpeed to ride, }
His crooked horn depending at his fide.

Fancred from him demands the ready way 200
To where encamp'd the Chrifiian army lay.
“Then he — Thou foon from me the path may’ft know,
Difpatch'd by Bemond to the camp I go.
Th® unwary knight the guileful words believ'd,
And follow'd, by his uncle’y name deceiv'd. 20§
And now they came to where, amidft a flood
Obfcene with filth, a fately caftle flood ;
‘What time the fun withdrew his chearful light,
And fought the fable caverns of the night.
" At once the courier blew a founding blaf, 210
And fudden o’er the moat the bridge was catt.

Here,
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Here, if a Latian, (faid the wily guide)
Thou may’ft at eafe till morning dawn refide:: 4
Thret days are paft, fince from the Pagas band
Cofenxa’s valiant Earl this cattle gain’d. 215
He ceas’d : The warrior all the fort furvey’d
Impregnable by art and nature made.
Awhile he paus’d, fufpefting in his mind
In fuch a place fome fecret fraud to find :
But, long to dangers and to toils enur’d, 220
He ftood undaunted, in himfelf fecur’d ;
Refolv’d, whate’er or choice or chance procure,
His own right arm his fafety fhould .infure.
But now another tafk his fword demands,
And from each new attempt reftrains his hands. 225
Before the caftle, clofe befide the flood,
In deep fufpenfe awhile the hero ftood ;
Nor o’er the fiream the doubrful paffage try’d,
Tho’ oft invited by his treach’rous guide. °
When f{udden on the bridge a knight was feen
All fheath’d in arms, of fierce and haughty mien ;
His naked faulchion, held aloft, he fhook,
And thus in loud and threat'ning accents fpoke.
O thou! who thus haft reach’d Armida’s land,
Or led by choice, or by thy fate conftrain’d,
Hope not to fly — be here thy fword refign’d;
And let thy hands ignoble fetters bind.
This caftle enter, and the laws receive,
The laws our fov’reign miftrefs deigns to give s
And ne'er exped, for length of rolling years,
To view the light of heav’n or golden ftars,

230

235

240

Unlehy
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Unlefs thou fwear, with her affociate-train,
"Fo war on all that Jesus’ faith maintain,

He faid ; and, while his voice betray’d the kaight,.
On the known armour Taacred fix'd his fight, 245,
" Rambaldo this, who.with Armida came,.

Who, for her fake, embrac'd the Pagan name ;.

And now was feen in arms t’ aflert her caufe,

The bold defender of her impious laws.

With holy zeal th® indignant warrior burn’d, 250
And to the foe this anfiver foon return’d. )

Lo! impious wretch ! that Tancred now. appears,,

Who ftill for CurisT his faithful weapon wears ;

His champion ! taught by him the foes to quell,

That dare againft his facred word rebel. 265

Soon fhalt thou find in me thy fcourge is giv’n,

And own this hand the minifter of Heav'n,
Confounded at his name th’ Apoftate ftood ;.

Swift vanith’d from his cheek. the frighted blood :

Yet thus, with courage feign'd, he made reply: 260

Why com’ft thou,, wretch.! predeftin’d here to die ?

Here fhall thy lifelefs limbs on earth be fpread,

And fever'd from the trunk, thy worthlefs head

Soon to the leader of the Frank; I'll fend,

If Fortune, as of old, my arms befriend. 265.

While thus he fpoke, the day its beams withdrew,.
And deeper fhades obfcur’d the doubtful view :

When ftrait a thoufand lamps refplendent blaze,
And all the caftle fhines with flarry rays.
Armida plac’d aloft (herfelf canceal’d), 270

Kleard al] the conteft, and the knights beheld,
- : . Th
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h* undaunted hero for the fight prepares,
Colleé’ts his courage and his faulchion bares;
Nor kept his fteed, but leaping from his feat,
Approach’d on equal terms the foe to meet. 275
The foe advanc'd on foot, and held before _
Hijs fencing fhield ; his head the helmet wore ; }

159

In a& to ftrike the naked fteel he bore.

To him with dauntlefs pace the Prince drew nigh,
Rage in his voice and light’ning in his eye, 28g
The wary Pagan wheels his fteps afar, .

Now feems to ftrike, and now to_fhun the war..
Tancred, tho® weak with many a former wound,
Tho’ lately fpent with toil, maintain’d his ground ;,
And, were Rambaldo thrunk, his fteps he prefs’d,
And oft the fword before his face addrefs’d

With threat’ning point; but chiefly bent his art,.
To ajm the wounds at ev’ry vital part,

His dreadful. voice he rais’d at ev’ry blow;

And pour’d a furious tempeft on the foe :

Now here, now there, the foe deceives his eyes,
.With fword and fhield to ward the danger tries, }'
And from th’ impending ftéel elufive flies, '
Yet not fo fwift the Paga;: can defend,

But fwifter far the Chriffian’s ftrokes deﬁ?end‘. 295
Rambaldo’s arms were nosv with blood bedew’d,
His fhield was broken, and his helmet hew’d s
While in his heart contending paffions ftrove,
Remorfe, and fear, and fhame, revenge and love:
At length, impell’d by fury and-defpair,
'l.’b’.p_rnyp the utmoft fortune of the war,_

Y ' Hiﬁ

285,

29

300;
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His buckler caft afide, with either hand
He grafp'd his faulchion, yet with blood unftain’d 3
Then, inftant clofing, urg’d the vengeéful fteel B

On Tancred’s thigh the furious weapon feil,. 305
Axrd thro’ the mail infix’d a ghaftly wound ;

His helmet next the Pagar’s faulchion found ; ' }
The helmet, ftruck, return’d a ringing found.

The cafque fuftain’d the firoke, with temper fteel’d,
Beneath the force the ftagg’ring warrior reel’'d ; 10
But, foon recov’ring, gnafh’d his teeth with ire,

While from his eye-balls flath’d avenging fire 1

And now Rambalde durft no longer wage:

The doubtful fight with Tancred’s rifing rage:
His ftartled ear the hiffing fword confefs’d ; 315
He deem’d the point already in his breaft :

He fees, he flies the blow : th’ impetuous. fteel.

With erring force againft a column fell

Befide the flood ; beneath the furious ftroke

The marble in a thoufand fhivers broke. 320
Swift to the bridge th’ affrighted traitor flies ;

In fwiftnefs all his hope of fafety lies :
-Him Tancred chas’d, and ftep by ftep impell’d ;.

Now o’er his back the threat’'ning fword he held: -
When lo! (the trembling Pagar’s flight to fhield) 335
A fudden darknefs cover'd all the field :

At once the lamps were vanifh’d from the fight ;.

At once the moon and ftars withdrew their light.

No more the viGtor could his foe purfue,

In gloom of friendly night conceal’d from view.. 330

His

1 L 3

-
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His eyes in vain explor'd the magic fhade,
‘W hile unfecure with doubtful feet he ftray’d.
Unconfcious where he pafs’d, with lucklefs tread
He enter’d at a gate, as Fortune led ;
But fudden heagd the portal clos’d behind, 335
And found himfelf in prifons drear confin’d.
So the mute race from troubled waves retreat,
To feck in peaceful bays a milder feat,
And heedlefs enter in the fatal fnare,
Where fithers place their.nets with guailefol care. 340
The gallunt Tancred, pris'ner thus remain’d,
By ftrange enchantment in the fort detain'd ;
In vain to force the gate his firength he try’d,
The fironger gate his wtmoft pains defy'd :
And foon a voice was heard— ** Attempt no mere, 344
“ Armida’s captive now, ¢ efbape her pow'r |
¢ Here live; mor fear that-death fhall prove thy doom,
¢ Here living fenténc’d to a doleful tomb ¥*
Th indignant- knight his rifing grief fupprefs™d,
Yet groan’d full deeply-from his inmoft breaft;  3go
Accufing Love, from whence his errors rofe,
Himfelf, his fortune, and his treach’rous foes.
Thus oft in whifpers to himfelf he mourns ;
‘T'o me no more the chearful fun retarns ! -
Yet that were little — thefe unhappy eyes 355
Muft view no more the fun of beauty rife !
No more behold Clorinda’s charms again,
Whofe pow’r alone can eafe-a lover’s pain !
The deftin’d combat then his mind affil’d ;
Too much (he ¢ry’d) my honour here has fait’'d: 360

Well

-,
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Well may Argantes now defpife my name ; -
O fiain to glory! O eternal fhame!
While thoughts like thefe diftrated Tancred's breaft,

Argantes fcorn’d the downy plumes of reft :

Difcord and ttrife. his cruel foul employ 3 165

Fame all his wifh, and flaughter all his joy :

And ere his wounds are heal’d, he burns to view

'Th’ appointed day, the combat to renew.

"The night before the morn for fight defign'd,

The Pagax fearce to fleep his eyes inclin’d : 370

While yet the fkies their fable mantle {pread,,

Ere yet a beam difclos’d the mountain’s head,

He rofe, and call'd for arms; his *(quire prepases,

And to his lord the radiant armour bears ; »

Not that he wont to wear ; a nobler load, 375 .

A coftly gift, the Monarch this beflow’d.

Eager he feiz'd, nor gaz'd the prefent o’er,

His limbs, with cafe, the mafly burthen bore,

He git the trofty faulchion to his fide;

Full well in many a dang’rous combat try’d. 380

As fhaking terrors from his blazing hair,

A fanguine comet gleams thro’ dufky air,

To ruin ftates, and dire difeafes {pread,,

And baleful light on purple tyrants fhed :

§o flam’d the chief in arms, and fparkling ire 3%

He roll’d his eyes fuffus’d with blood and fire 3

His dreadful threats the firmeft hearts controul’d,

And with a look he wither'd all the bold :

With horrid fhout he fhook his naked blade,

And fmote th’ impaflive air and empty fhade. 39
Soon
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Soon fhall the Cbrifiian thief (alowd he cries)
‘Who dares with me in fight difpute the prize,
Vanquifh’d and bleeding, prefs th’ enfanguin’d land,
And foil his flowing treffes in the fand !
Spite of his God, he living fhall furvey . 398
This hand, unpitying, rend his fpoils away.
T'hen fhall his pray’rs in vain a grave implore,
"The dogs his mangled carcafe fhall devour}

So fares a bull,” whom jealous fires engage,
Loudly he roars, and calls up all his rage ; 400
Againtt a tree his fharpen’d horns he tries,-. - .
‘Ta battle vain the pafing wind defies ;
He fpurns the yellow fands, and from afar
His mortal rival dares to deadly war,
Thefe paffions fwelling in Argantes” breaft, 405
The herald ftrait he call’d, and thus addrefs’d-:
Hafte to the camp, and there the fight proclaim
With yondér champion of the Cbriflian name. .

This feid, he feiz’d his fieed, nor longer ftay’d,
But from the walls his captive-knight * convey'd. 410
He left the city, and impetuoys went
With eager fpeed along the hill’s defcent.
Impatient then his founding horn he blew,
And wide around the horrid echo flew;
‘The noife, like thunder, ftruck th® aftonith’d ears, 41 5
And ev'ry heart was fill’d with fudden fears,

The Chrifiian princes, now conven'd, enclofe
Their prudent Chief ; to thefe the herald goes,

* Orno.

And
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And Tantred firft tb edmbat due demands, .
Then dares cach leader of the faithful bands. 420
Now Gagfrey cafts around his heedfal fighe,
No champion offers equal to the fight.
The flow'’r of all his waslike train is loft ;
No news of. Zancred yet has reach’d the boft:
Bemond afar ; and exil'd from the fleld 425
Th’ unconquer’d ® youth who proud Gersendo kill’d.
" Befide the gen, by lot of fortune nam’d,
The heroes of the camp, for valour fam’d,
Purfu’d the falfe Armida’s guileful flight,
Conceal'd in covert of the friendly night. 430
The reft, lefs. firm of foul or brave of hand,
Around their Chief unmov'd and flent gand:
Not one in fuch a rifk would feek for fame ;
In fear of ill was loft the fenfe of fhate,
Well .by their filence and their laoks difplay’d, 435
Their fecret fears the Gen'ral foon farvey'd;;
And fill'd with noble warmth and high. difdaia,
He ftarted from his feat and thus begdn.
Ah! how unworthy were this break of life,
If now I fhunn'd to tempt the glorious frife ; 449
Or let yon’ Pagan foe our name difgrace,
And tread in duft the glory of our race. -
Here let my camp fecure, ina&ive lie,
And'view my danger with a diftant eye:
Hafte, bring my arms ! —~Then, fwift as winged thought,
His pond’rous armour to the Chief was brought. 446

® RUNALDO,
But
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But Raymond (in experiens’d wifdons known,

‘Whofe courage with the firt in peril fhone ; .

‘Whofe vig'tous age the fire of youth confefs'd) °

‘Turn’d to the leader and thefé wards. addrefe’d, 450
Forbid it Heav'n | that €’er the Gbriffies flate,

Thusin their chieffhould hanard all theii fate !

On thee our empire and owr faith depend,

By thee mugt Babels impious kingdam bend.,

>Tis thine to rule debates, the feeptre wield ; %5

Let others boldly prove the fword in field,

E'en I, tho’ bending with the weight of age,

Refufe not here the danger to engage. {

Let others fhun the force of yonder kaighe,

No thoughts fhall keep me from fo brave a fights 460

O! could I boaft an equal ftrength of years

With you who ftand difmay’d with heartlefs fears,

(Whom neither thame nor indignation moves, -

While yonder foe yaur daftard train reproves)

Such as I was, when all Germania view’d 465

Stern Leopold beneath my -arms fubda’d.

At mighty Conrade’s court my weapon tore

The warrior’s breaft and drank his vital gore,

Such was the deed | more noble far to bear

"The fpoils of fuch a chief renown'd in war, 470

Than fingly here, unarm’d, in flight to chafe

A num’rous band of this inglorious race.

Had I the vigour now I then pofle(s'd,

This arm had foon the Pagan’s pride fuppre(s'd,

But as I am this heart undaunted glows, 475

No coward fear this aged bofom knows ;

5

And,
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And, fhould I breathlefs prefs the hoftile plain,

No eafy conqueft.fhall the foe obtain, -
Behold, I arm !<—this day, with added praife,
Shall ctown the luftre of my former days, :

So fpoke the hoary chief ; his words infpir'd
Each kindling foul, and fleeping virtue fir’d.
And thofe whofe filence firft their fear confefs’d,
With voice embolden'd to the combat prefs’d.
No more a knight is fought; a gen’rous band
By emulation urg’d, the fight demand.
That tatk Rogero, Guelpbo, Baldwin fam’d,
Stephen, Gernmier, and either Guido claim'd ;
Pyrrbus, whofeart the walls of Antiach won,
And gave to Bemond’s hand the conquer'd town,
Brave Elerard the glorious trial warms ; -
Ridolpbus and Rofmondo known in arms :
And with like thirft to gain a deathlefs name,
The confli& Edw:rd and Gildispe claim.
But firft the venerable warrior ftands,
And with fuperior zeal the fight demands.
Already arm'd he darts refplendent fires,
And now his burnifh’d helm alone requires:
Him Godfrey thus befpoke — O glorious fage!
Thou lively mirror of a warlike age!
From thee our leaders catch the god-like flame,
Thine is the art of war and martial fame !
O! could I now in youthful prowefs find

Ten champions more to match thy dauntlefs mind,

Soon fhould I conquer Babels haughty tow'rs,
And fpread the Crofi from Jud to Thule’s thores.

480

485

490

500

505

But
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But here, forbear; referve for counfel fage
‘The nobler glory of thy virtuous age.
And let the reft their rival names enclofe
Within a vafe, and chance the lots difpofe ; © IO
Or rather Gop difpofe, whofe fov’reign will
Fortane and Fate, his minifters, fulfill.
He faid ; but Raymond fill afferts his claim,
And fearlefs with the reft includes his name.
Then pious Godfrey in his helmet threw 515
‘The lots, and fhaking round, the firft he drew, }
Tholoufe’s valiant Earl appeard in view. '
With chearful fhouts the Chriffians hail the name,
Nor dares a tongue the lot of fortune blame.
The hero’s looks a fudden vigour warms, 520
And a new youth his ftiffen’d limbs informs.
So the fierce fnake, with fpoils renew’d, appears,
And to the fun his golden circles rears.
Buat Godfrey moft extoll’d the hoary knight,
And promis’d fame and conqueft in the fight; 525
Then from his fide his trufty faulchion took,
To Raymond this he gave, and thus he fpoke.
See here the fword which, drawn in many a field,
The rebel Saxon once was wont to wield ;
This from his hand I won in glorious ftrife, 530
And forc'd a paffage for his hated life :
This fword, that ever did my arm befriend,
_Receive, and equal fortune thine attend !
Thus they : The haughty foe impatient ftay’d,
And with loud threats provok’d the ftrife delay'd. 535

Unconquer'd
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Unconquer'd natipna! Kurope’s martial bands !
Behold a fingle chief the war domands !
Why comes not-Taacred, once fo fam'd in fight,
If fill he dare to truft his boafted might?
Or does he chufe, in downy flumber laid, 540
To wait again the night's:auxiliar fhade ?
If thus he fears, let others prove their force,
Come all, upited pow’rs of foot and horfe !
" Since not your theufands can a warrior yield'
Who dares oppofe my might in fingle field, 543
Lo! there the fepulchre-of Mary’s fon —
Approach,. and pay your off 'ring at the flone.
Behold the way! what caufe detains your band ?
Or does fome greater deed your fwords demand ?
Thefe bitter taunts each Cbrifiax’s rage provoke, 550
But chiefly Raymoad kindled as he {poke :
Indignant fhame his {welling breaft infpires',
And noble wrath his dauntlefs courage fires.
He vaults on Aguiline, of matchlefs fpeed ;
The banks of Tagus bred this gen’rous fteed ; 555
There the fair mother of the warrior-brood
(Soon as the kindly fpring had fir'd her blood)
With open mouth againft the breezes held,
Receiv'd the gales with warmth prolific fill’d :
And (ftrange to tell !) infpir'd with genial feed, g60
Her {welling womb produc’d this wond’rous fteed.
Along the fand with rapid feet he flies,
No eye -his traces in the duft defcries :
‘To right, to left, obedient to the rein,
He winds the mazes of th’ embattled plain. 565
On
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On this the valiant Earl to combat prefs’d,

And thus to Heav'n his pious pray’r addrefs'd.
O Thou! that 'gaint Gokiad’s impious head

The youthful arms in Terebinthsus fped 5

When the proud foe, who fcoff*d at Ifrael’s band, 570

Fell by the weapon of a firipling’s hand :

With like example now thy caufe maintain,

And firetch yon’ Pagan breathlefs on the plain :

Let feeble age fubdue the mighty's pride,

Which feeble childhaod once fo well defy’d ! §758.
So pray’d the Earl ; and ftrait his zealous pray’rs

Flew, wing'd with faith, to reach the heav’nly {pheres,

As flames afcend. Th’ Eternal Father heard,

And call'd an Angel from th’ ethereal guard,

Whofe watchful aid the aged chief might fhield, 580

And fafe return him from the glorious field.

Th’ Angelic Pow’r, to whom, decreed by Heav'n,

The care of Raymond from his birth was giv’n,

Soon as he heard anew his Lotd’s command,

Qbey’d the charge entrufted to his hand : 585

He mounts the facred tow'r, where, rang’d on high,

The arms of all th’ immortal legions lie,

There fhines the fpear, by which the ferpeat driv’n

Lies pierc’d with wounds ; the fiery bolts of Heav'n;

The viewlefs arrows that in tainted air 599

Difeafe and plagues to frighted mortals bear.

There, hung aloft, the trident huge is feen,

The deadlieft terror to the race of men, .

What time the folid earth’s fourdations move,

And tott’ring cities tremble from above, 505
Vou. L. I But
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But o'er the re#, oo piles of armour, fhim'd:

A fhield imhenfé, of blazing di'mand feahd,. -

Whofe orb.could all die realms and lands econtain

That reach, from Canucgfus, th’ Akemtic main!

‘Fhis buckler guards the righteous prince’s had, 6oo

O’er holy kingdoms this defence is. fpsead : :

With this the Angel from his feat defcends,

And near his Raymond, unperceiv’d, attends,
Meantime thé walls withivarions tbrcmga were fill'd;

Anq now Clerinda (fo the Tyrant will’d). - 6es
Led from the city’s gate an armed band,

And hakted on the bill i the Chriffians fiand }
In rank of battle on a diff’reat hand.

Before the camp, in either army’s fight,
An ample lift 1ay open for the. fighe. © 610
Argantes feeks his foe; but feeks in vain ;
A knight unknown appears upen the plain,
Then Raymond thus— The chief thy eyes would find,
Thy better fate has from our hoit disjoin’d,
Yet let not this thy empey pride excite,. 615
Behold me here prepar’d to prove thy might,
For him T dare witli thee the war maintain ;
Nor think me meaneft of the Chraffian train.
The Pagan fmil’d, and foosnful thus reply’d :
Say, in what part does Tancred then refide ? 620
He firft with beaftful threats alt Hoav’n defies,
Then trembling on kis coward feet rolios ¢
But let him fly, and: veil hs fears in vain -
Beneath the-cestrul earth; or boundlbfi main :
: : ‘ Noe




B.VIl. JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 1

Not earth ptofound,: nor octan’s whelming wave, Gzg:
Shall from my hand the recreant warrior fave!

Falfely thou-fay'ft (the-Chrifian thus replies).
That he, thy better far, the combat- flies.

To whom the foe incens’d — Then {wift prepare,

I fhall not here sefufé thy praffer’d-war : . 630
Saoa ]l we prove en- this contended pldin -
Héw well' thy deeds-thy! fenfelefs boaft maintsin.:

This faid, the:champions:to the combat prefS'd,.
And ’gainft the helm their threat'ning fpears addrels’ds
True to his dim, good Raymond reach’d 'the foe, 634"
‘Who, in his feat unmov’d, fulfain’d the blow.

No lefs in vain was fierce drpames” might'; 1
The heav'nly guardian, watchful-o'er the fight, }‘
The ftroke averted from the Cbrifian knight,
The Pagan gosw’d his lips, with rage ke flroqk, 64.9'
And’gaintt the plain his lance, blafpheming,; broke ;
‘Then drew his fwerd, and fwift at Raymomd ﬂew,
On clofer terma-the combat ta- renew.
Agdint’ him foli lie-drove his furious fteed ;
8o butting rams encouriter head to head-s 645
Bt Raymond to (hve tight cltides the fhotk ; i
And on his front the pafing, Pqges ftruck, -
Again the ficon Circaffian foeks the foe
Again the Chriffiaw difappoints- the blow ;.
And ev’ry tum obferv'd with headful eyes s -6sar
He fear'd Argdnies® flrength and giant fize; - -
By -fits he feem’d to fight, -by fits-to yield,
And round the lift in fiying circles wheel'd,

Iz C A3
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As whea fome chief a tow’r beleaguers round,

~ With fens enclos’d, or on a hilly ground ; . 655
. A thoufand ways, a thoufand arts he proves : )
‘Thus o’er the field the wary Chriflian moves,

In vain he firives the Pagan’s {cales to rend,

That well his ample breaft and head defend ;

But where the jointed plates an entrance fhew'd, 660
Thrice with his fword he drew the purple flood,

And ftain’d the hoftile arms with ftreaming blood.

His own, fecure, the adverfe weapon brav'd ;
Untouch’d the plamage o’er his helmet wav’d.

At length, amidft a thoafand vainly fpent, 665
A well-aim’d ftroke the raging Pagan fent ;

Then, Aguiline! thy fpeed had prov'd in vain,

The fatal blow had aged Raymond flain ;

Bat here he fail'd-not heav'nly aid to prove ;

The guard invifible, from realms above, 670
To meet the fteel th’ ethereal buckler held,

Whofe blazing orb the pow’rful firoke repell’d.

The fword broke fhort, nor could the force withftand ;
(No earthly temper of a mortal hand

Could arms divine, infrangible, fuftain) 67¢
The brittle weapon fhiver’d on the plain.

The Pagan fcarce believes; with wond’ring eye,

He fees on earth the glit’ring fragments lie:

And fiill he deem’d againft the Chriflia’s fhield

‘His faulchion broken firew’d the dufty field : 680
Good Raymond deem’d 10 lefs ; -nor knew, from Heav'n
What pow’rful guardian to his life was giv'n,
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But when difarm’d the hoflile hand be view’d,

Awhile fufpended in himfelf he ftood :

He fear'd fuch palms would little fame beflow, 685

With fuch advantage ravith’d from the foe. )

Go, feek a fword ! — the chief begins to fay,

But diff ’rent thoughts his.gen'rous purpofe ftay.

He fears alike to win the field with thame ;

He fears alike to rifk the gen’ral fame. 690

While doubtful thus he ftands, with rage anew

The hilt Argantes at his helmet threw ;

Then fpurr'd his fteed to grapple with his foe:

The Earl, unmov‘d, receives the Pagan’s blow,

And wounds his arm; that came with threat’ mng {way,

Fierce as a vulture ruthing on its prey ! 696

At ev'ry turn his fwotd Argantes found, ‘ »

And pierc’d his limbs with many a ghaftly wound.

Whatc’er his art or vigour could confpire,

His former wrath, his now redoubled ire, . q00

At once againft the proud Circaffan join,

And Heav’n and Fortane in the caufe combine.

But fill the foe, with dauntlefs foul fecure,

Refifts, unterrify’d, the Chrifiian’s pow'r.

So feems a fiately thip, in billows toft, - 708

Her tackle torn, her mafts and canvas loft ;

With ftrong-ribb'd fides the ruthing form fhe braves,

Nor yet defpairs amidft the roaring waves.

Ev'n fuch, Argantes, was thy dang’rous flate,

When Beelzebub prepar’d to ward thy fate : T o

From hollow clouds he fraim'd an empty fhade, h

(Wond’rous to fpeak?) in human form array’d ; )
. I3 To
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'To this Clerinda’s warlike looks he join*d ;

Like her the form in radiant armeur thin’d :

He gave it fpeech and accents like the dame ; 71§
The fame the motion, and the mien the fame.

‘T'o Oradiue its conrfe the phantom took,

And him, renown’d for archery, befpoke.

O Oradine! whofe never-failing art

“To ev'ry mark direéts the diftant dare, 720
" Think what a lofs Fudea muft fwhm.—

Should thus the guardian of her walls be fsio 3

Should his sich fpeils the haughty foe adorn,

And he dn fafety to his train setarn. '

On yonderrobber let thy &kill be toy'd, ~ 725

Derp in his blood be now 4by arnoms dy'd ’

What endlefs praife gere shine ! aor penife alons,

The Kiog with xaft rgwazds abe dsed fhall crova.

The fpetre ceas’d ; nor long the warrior iiay’d s
The hopes of gain his greedy 6aul perfoade : ‘298
From the full quiven, deftin’d for she deed '

To the tough yew he fits the feather'd peed :

He bends thg bow, loud swangs the erepbling fring,
The fhaft impasient hiffes oa the wing s

§wift to the mark she airy paffage finds, 935
Juft where the belt the golden bugkle bindss

The carflet picscing, thso’ the fkin it gaess

But fcarce the wound with purple moilure flows ;

The guard celeflial ftops its fyrther courfe,

And robs the arrow of its threat'ning force, 940
‘The Eayl the weapon from his carflet drew,
And faw. the {prinkliog sxaps of fngaing hue 3
. Then
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‘Then on the Pagan tuen’d, with fury mov'd, ;
And, with loud threats, his breach of faith reprov'd. ,
The pious Godfrer mow, whate careful look 748
Was fix’d on Raymond, found the truce was broke: -
With fears he faw.his lov'd affociace blsed,
And urg’d his troops t’ avenge the treach'rous deed.
Then might you fee their ready beavers clos’d, .
Their courfers rein’d, their fpears in reft difpos’d. 750
At gnce the {quadrens, plac’d en gither hand, b
Move in their ranks, and thicken o'er the land ;'
The field is vapif'd ! clouds of duft arife,
And roll in fablg valumes to the fkies.
They meet, they fhock ; the clamours echo round ; 755
And belms and fhields and thiver'd fpeass refound.
Here lies a fteed ; and there (his rider flain)
Another runs at random a’er the plain. .
Here lies a warrior dead ; in pangs of death,
There one, with groans, relu@ant yields his breath.
Dirs was the conflit ; deep the tamuls grows ; 761
And now with all ita.zage the hattle glows! :
Argantes ‘midfl ghom flew with cagr pace,
And from a foldjer fuagch’d an iron mace ;
This whirl’d arund, with untefiied fway, 765
Thro’ the thigk prels he forc’d ap ample way :
Raymond he feeks, on him his arms he furns,
On him plong. his dreadfu) fury bpsms;
And like a wolf," with favage wrath indu’d, )
He thifly iafatiase for the Gorifien’s Hlood. 770’
But now, on ev'ry fide, the numbers clos’d, ‘
-And <hronging warriors his attempts oppos’d :
14 . Ormane
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Ormano and: Rogero (names renown’d !) -

Gaido, with either Gerrard, there he found.
* Yet more impetuous Rill his anger fwell'd, 775
" The more thefe gallant chiefs his force repell’d.

So, pent in narrow fpace, more dreadfel grows"

The blazing fire, and round defiru&tion throws.

Guido he wounded ; brave Ormane flew ;

And ’midft the flain to earth Rogero threw, 780

Stynn’d with the fall. While here the martial train

On cither hand an cqual fight maintain ;

‘Thas to his brother Guy'rejgave command :

Now to the fight condut thy warlike band ;

And where the battle rages in its force,. 788

‘There to the left dirett thy fpeedy coarfe. :

He faid ; the warrior at his word obey’d,

Aud on their flank a fudden onfet made.

Languid and fpent the 4fan troops appear,

Nor can the Franks’ impetuous vigour bear : 790

Their ranks are broke, their ftandards featter’d round,

And men and fteeds lie mingled on the grouad.

"The fquadrons, on the right, now fled the plain:

Alone Argantes dares the fhock fuftain ;

Alone he turns, alone the torrent ftands : 795

Not he who brandifh’d in his hundred hands

His fifty fwords and fifty fhields in fight,

Could have furpafs’d the fierce rgantes’ might ! ‘
~ The mace’s fweepy way, the clafhing fpears,

Th* impetuous fhock ef charging @iceds he bears. 800

Alone
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Alone he feems for all an equal force :

Now here, now there, by turns he fhifts his courfe :

His limbs are bruis’d, his fhatter'd arms refound ;

‘The blood and fiveat in mingled ftreams abound, }

Yet whole he feems, and fearlefs of a wound. 805

Bat now fo clofely prefs’d the flying crew,

"That in their flight th’ unwi ling chief they drew s

Conftrain’d he turn’d, nor longer could abide .

Th* o’erbearing fury of the rapid tide.

Yet feems he not to fly, his looks declare |

His dauntefs foul, and ftill maintain the war :

Still in his eyes the glancing terrors glow ; '

And #ill with threat’ning voice he dares the foe,

‘With ev'ry art he tries, but tries in vain

‘To ftop the panic of the routed train: - 815

No art, no rein, caa rule the vulgar fear;

Nor earneft pray’rs, nor loud commands they hear.
The pious Godfrey, who, with zeal infpir’d,

Saw fortune fav'ring all his foul defir'd,

Parfu’d with joy the baule’s glorious courfe,

And to the vi&tors fent auxiliar force.

And, bat the fatal hour not yet was cohe,

Prefix’d by Gob in his eternal doom,

‘This day, perchance, their arms fuccefs had found,

This day bad all their facred labours crown'd. 825

But Hell’s dire &rew, who faw the conqu'ring hoft,

And in the combat fear’d their empire loft,

(B); Heav'n permitted) fpread the changing tkies

With clouds condens’d, and gave the winds to rife.

Is . Ins

177

810

820
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Infernal horrors darken all the air, 830

Pale livid light’'nings thro® the Zther glare 5

‘The thunder roars; the mingled hail and rain

‘With rattling torrents deluge all the plain :

"The trees are rent ; nor yield the trees alone,

'The rocks and mountains to the tempeft groan. 835
" The wind and rain with force united ftrove,

And on the Chrifiians” face impetuous drove :

‘The {udden florm their eager'conrf,e reprefs'd,

And fatal terrors daunted many a breaft:

While, ‘yound their banners, fome maintain’d the

field, 840

Nor yet the fortune of the day beheld.

But this Clorinda, from afar, defcries,

And fwift to feize the wiﬂi’d occafion flies.

She {purs her fleed, and thus her fgyadron warms:
See ! Hcay’ﬁ, my fricads ! aflifts our righteoys arms :
His tempeft lights not an ogr favopr’d bands, 846
Bt leaves to a&jos free opr valiagt hands :

Againt th’ aftonith’d foe his wrath he bends,

Full in their face bis vepgeful florm defcends :

They lofe the ufe of arms and Jight of day : 850
Hafte, let us g whepe Fortupe pgings the way.

She faid, and ropz’d her ardent troops to war,

And while hehind th’ ipfergal florm they bear,
With dreadful fury on the Frenks they tura,

And mock their vigour, and their weapons fcorn:
Meanwhile Argantes on their forges few, 856

(8o. Jately vi&ors) and with rage o’erthrew :
9 Thefe,
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Thefe, {wift retreating from the field, oppole
‘Their backs againft the florm and hoftile blows,
Fierce on the rear the Pagas weapons peur: 860
Fierce an the rear their weath she Furies thow’r.
The mingled blood in fireaming torrents fwell'd,
And purple rivers delug’d all the field.
There, ’midft the dying and the vulgar flain,
Pyrrbus and good Ridolpbus prefs'd the plain : 865
The fierce Circaffan this of life depriv’d ;
From that Clorinda noble palms deriv'd.

Thus fled the Franks ; while fill th’ infernal crew
And Syrian bands their eager flight purfpe.
Godfrey alone the hoftile arms defies, - 870
The roaring ftorm and thander of the fkies;
With dauntlefs front amid the tumult moves,
And loud each leader’s coward fear reproves.
Againft Argantes twice he urg'd his horfe,
And bravely twice repell’d the Pagan’s courfe: 875
As oft on high his naked fword he rear’d
Where, thickeft join’d, the hoftile troops appear'd:
Till, with the reft conftrain’d the day to yield,
He gain'd the trenches, and forfook the field.
Back to the walls return’d the Pagan band ; 880
The .weary Chriftians in the vale remain’d ;
Nor then could fearce th’ increafing tempeft bear,
And the wild rage of elemental war.
Now here, now there, the fires more faintly fhow ;
Loud roar the winds; the ruthing waters flow : 885

16 The
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The tents are fhatter’d, ftakes in pieces torn ;
And whole pavilions far to diftance borne.

The thunder, rain, and wind, and human cries,
With deaf ’ning clamours rend the vaulted fkies !

The ii»u_s of the SEvENT B Boox.
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. BOOK VIIL

THE.ARGUMENT.

A Dane arrives at the Chriftian camp, and informs God-_
frey that the band, m:du&ed 6} Sweno, was attacked
in the night, mar Paleftine, &y a mumerous army of
Arabs commanded &y Solyman : . that the Danes awere
cut in pieces, and Sweno killed; and that himfelf only
efcaped the genmeral flanghter = to this be adds, that be
bad received an injunion to prefent Sweno’s fword te
Rinaldo. e Chriftian army, deceived by appearances,

Sufpe&@ Rinaldo #0 bave been affaffinated. Argillan, in<

. figated in a dream by Ale®o, incites the ltalians to

" rewvelt 3 and throws the odium of Rinalda's Ji ippofed
murder upon Godfrey. The difaffefion fpreads thro®
the troops. Godfrey goes bimfelf to guell the tumnlt 3
be-caufes Argillan to e arrefied, and refiores trams
guillity to tbc camp.

OW Gess'd the thunders noife, the florm was o'er,
And ev’ry bluft'ring wind forgot to roar ;
When the fair morning, from her radiant feat,
Appear’d with rofy front and golden feet:
But thofe, whofe pow’r the raging tempeft brew’d, §
Still with new wiles thgir ruthlefs hate purfu'd;
: While
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While one (A4flagoras the fiend was nam’d)
Her paremer, dire Moo, thus enflam’d,
Behold yon® knight, 4%&e! on his way,
(Nor can our-arts his deftin‘d-purpofe fay)---
Who *fcap’d with life,. on yender fasal plain,
The great® defender of th’ infernal reign:-- - - -
He to the Franks his comrades® fate hall tell,
+"And how ia fight their daring leader fell. . -
This great event among the Chriffians known, 15
May to the camp recall Bertoldo’s fon.
"Thou know’ft too well if this our care may claith,
And challenge ever’y fcheme our pow’t can frame.
Then mingle with the Franks to work theii woes,
And each adventure to their harms difpofe : 20
Go — fhed thy venom in their veins, enflame
The Latian, Britifs and Helvetian name,
Be ev'ry means, be ev'ry fraud apply'd,
And all the camp in civil broils divide,
This tafk were worthy thee, would crown thy word 85
So nobly plighted to our Sov’reign Lord.:
She fpoke; nor meeded more- her fpeech employ ;
The fiend embrac’d th' attempt with horrid joy.
Meantime the knight, wholé prefence thus they fear’d.
Arriving, in the Chriffiax camp appear’d: = - ' 30
Conduted fagn-the Losder’s tent he foyght ;.
(All thronging round to hear the news he bronght)
Lowly he bow’d, and kifs'd the glérious hand
That fhook the lofty tow'ss of Baba/’s land.

9 SorYMan]
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O Chief! (he cry’d) whofe wide extended fame

Alone the ocean bounds, and flarey frame :

183
35

‘Would Heav’n I here with happier tidings ft00d | weme

‘This faid, he figh'd, and thus his fpeech pusfu’d,
’ Saveno, the Danifb Monarch’s only fon,
{Pride of his age, and glery of his throne)
Impatient burn’d his name with theirs to join,
Who, led by th¢e, in Jesus® caufe combine.
Nor toilsmor dangers could his thought reftrain, .
Nor all th® alturements of his future reign :
Not filial duty to his aged fire
Could in his boforn quench the glorious fire.
By thy example and beneath thy care,
" He long’d to learn the 1zbours of the war ;
Already had he heard Rinalds’s name
In bloom of youth refound with deeds of fame.
But, far above an earthly friil renown, o
His foul afpir'd to'Heav’ 1i’s eternial crown.
Refolv'd to meet in arms the Pagan foes, *
The Prince a faitliful darmg fquadron chofe ;
Diret for Thraeg, with thefe, his way purfw’d,
*Till now thé Greeks® imperial feat he view’d.
The Grecian King the gallant youth' carefs’ d,
And in his court detain’d his royat gueft, - -
There from the camp thy trufty Envoy came, °
Who told the triamphs 6f the Chriffian name-:
How firft you conquer'd Mutioch's flately town,
Then "gainft the foe maintain’d the conqueft won ;
When Perfiu brought her num’roas fons from far,
And feem'd ¢ extraudd her fpacious rondeas far war,

40
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On thine, on ev’ry leader’s deeds he dwells,

And laft the praife of brave Rinalds tells:

How the bold youth forfook his native land H

‘What early glory fince his arms had gain’d.

To this he adds, that now the Chrifiian pow’rs

Had laid the fiege to Siea’s lofty tow'rs ;

And urg’d the Prince with thee at leaft to thare

The laft great conqueft of the facred war.

Thefe fpecches gave new force to Saveno’s zeal 3

He thirfts in Pagan. blood to drench his fteel.

Each warrior’s trophy feems his floth to blame ;

Each valiant deed upbraids his tardy fame.

One thought alone his dauntlefs foul alarms,

He fears to join too late the viGors® arms.

Impcll’d by fate, he fcarcely deign’d to ftay

*Till the firft bluth of dawn renew'd the day.

We march’d, intrepid, o’er a length of land,

Befet with various foes on ev’ry hand :

Now rugged ways we prove ; now famine bear;

‘To ambufh now expos'd, or open war :

But ev’ry labour, fearlefs, we fuftain ;

Our foes were vanquifh'd, or in battle flain.
Succefs in danger ev'ry ‘doubt fupprefs'd,

Prefumptuous hope each fwellmg heart poffefs’d.

At length we pitch’d our tents one fatal day,

As near the bounds of Palfine we lay ;

Our fcouts were there furpriz’d with loud alarms

Of barb’rous clamours and the din of arms :

And countlefs banners they defcry'd from far,

The ftreaming fignals of approaching war,

65

70

75

8o

85




B.VIIl. JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 185

Our matchlefs chief unmov’d the tidings heard ; g5
Fifm was his voice, unchang'd his looks appear'd
Tho’ the dire peril flartled many a breatt,
And many a changing cheek its fears confefs'd.
‘Then thus he cry'd :« Prepare for fure renown,
The victor’s laurel, or the martyr's crown | 100
- The firft I hope, nor lefs the laft I prize,
Whence greater merits, equal glories rife !
This field, O friends! fhall fature honours claim,
A temple facred to immortal fame;
Where diftant ages fhall our trophies tell, 10§
Or fhew the fpot on which we greatly felll
Thus faid the chief, and ftrait the guard prepares, '
Divides the tatks, and ev'ry labour fhares. .
He wills'the troops in arms to pals the night,
Nor frém his breaft removes his corflet bright, 110 }
But fheail'd-in mail expedts thie threatend fight,- -
When riow the filent night her veil extends, !
‘The peaceful hour that balmy fleep befriends ;
‘The tky with dreadful howling echoes roiind,
And ev’ry cave retarns the barb'rous found, g
To arms, to arms! (each flartled foldier cries)
Before the reft imipetaons Saweno flies.
He darts his eyes that glow with martial flame ;
His looks the ardor of his foul proclaim. .
And foon th' invading troops our camp enclofe; 120
Thick and more thick the feely circle grows;
Jav'lins and fwards around us form a wood,
And o'er our head delcends an iron cloud,
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In this unequal fickd the war we wag'd,

Where ev’ry Chriftian twenty foes engag’d ; 12§
Of thefe were many wounded 'midt the gloom :
By random thafts full many met their doom.
But none, amidft the dulky fhades, could tell
.The wounded warriors, or what pumbers fell.
Night o'er our lobs her fable mangle threw, 130
And, with our lofs, canceal’d.our deeds from view.
Yet fierce in arms, and tow’ring o’er the reft,
The gallant Saveno ftpod to all confele’d ;
£v'n thro’ the didk they mark his dlarieg courfe,
And count the altiops of his matchleds force. 138
His thitfly {word the pusple flanghter fpread, .
And ’round him rais’q 3 bulwark of the dead :
Where-¢'er i turns, he fcatters theo® the band
Rear from &is looks, and flaughterfrom his hand.

- Thusfigad the fight : ‘but when th’ ethereal say 149
With ruddy fireaks proclaim’d the dawning day,.
The morn reveald the fata) fcones of night,
And death’s dire horrors open’d to our fight.
We faw a field with mangled bodies firown,
And in ofic combat all our force o’erthrown ! 145
A thoufand firft compos'd our martial band,
And fcarce a hundred now alive remain’d !
But when the chief- beheld the dreadful plein,
The mangled treops, the dying aid the flain; -
*Twas doubtfal how his foul futain’d hispart, 153
Or what emations touch'd his mighty heart,
Yet-thus aloud he fir'd his fainting crew : :
Hatte, let us now our flaughter’d friends purfue,

’ Who,
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Who, far from Stys and hlack dwennus’ fload,

Jave markid our happy paths to Heav'n in blood. 154
He faid; and, fix’d his glorions fate to clale,

Undaunted rafh’d-amidé the thickeft foes :

He rives the helmet, and he hews the thield :

‘The ftrongef} arms before his faulchion yield -

With ftreams of hofiile pore he dies she groand, 160

While all his form is one cantipa’d wound. ;

&is life decays, his comrage ftill remains :

Th’ unconguer’d foul its noble peide retains :

With equal force this martial.ardor bame; . -

He woungds for blows, snd death. for wossds zefums. tﬁs

When thund’sing neara dreaibiil ovartinr gaiog, .

Of fiarn deyagmaw, aad gigeuafic frasge s

Who, join'd by sarny, #3-sho bate flow,. .

4nd, after long apd painfad bele Mews

Prone fell the gen’mpus yowtly: fob £ Baplels desth'?) 3 70

Nor one bad pow’rt’ appnge dis paning breash.

Be witnefs yeta and bear e joft record,

Ye laft dear refisks of my mughator'd Lord !

1 fought not thep to fave my worhlefs Life,

Nor thunn'd 3 weapop in the dreadfyl frife. 178

Had Heav'n vouphfaf d to epd my mortal ﬂ:atc,

1 fure by a@ions well deferv’d my fase h. .

Alive I fell, and fenfelefs Prefs d the Ipl;nu. .

Alone prefen'r’dfamjdit-w comrades flain .

Nor can 1 further of the Pagens tell, 18

Sodeep atrange 0'sr all my fenfes fell.

But
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The fkies were cover'd o'er with thades of night,

And from afar I faw a glimm'ring light.

1 faw like one who half in flumber_lies, : 185
And opes and fhuts by fits his languid eyes.

But now my limbs a deeper anguifh found,

The pains increas’d in ev'ry gaping wound ;

While on the earth I lay, expos’d and bare

To damps unwholfome and noQurnal air. 190
Meanwhile advancing nearer drew the light,

By flow degrees, and gain'd upon my fight.

Low whifpers then and human founds I heard ;

- Again, with pain, my feeble eyes I rear'd ;

And faw two fhapes in facred robes array’d ; 195 ;

But when again I rais’d my feeble fight, ;

Each in his hand a lighted terch difplay’d,

And thus an awful voice diftin@ly faid :

O fon ! confide in him whofe mercy fpares;

Whofe pitying grace prevents our-pious pray'rs.
‘Then, with uplifted hands, my wounds he blefsd, 200
And many a holy vow to Heav’n addrefs’d.

He bade me rife — and fudden from the ground

1 rofe; my limbs their former vigour found ; }
Fled were my pains, and clos’d was ev’ry wound !
Stapid I ftood, a'l fpeechlefs and amaz’d, 20§
And doubtful bn the rev’rend ftrangers gaz'd, =
O thou of litde faith! (the hermit cry’d)

‘What thought has led thy troubled fenfe afide ?

Thou fee'ft two bodies of terreftrial frame, )
Two fervants dedicate to Jesus’name. 210

From
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From the vain world and all its follies fled,

In wilds and defarts here our lives are led.

Lo! I am fent thy fafety to infure,

By him who rules o'er all with fov'reign pow'r;
‘Who ne'er difdains, by humble means to fhow

21
His wond’rous works of providence below ; : 5
Nor here will fuffer on the naked plains
To lie expos’d thofe honour'd lov'd remains,
T'hat muft again-th’ exalted mind receive,
And, join’d above, in blifs eternal live. 210

'T'0 Saveno’s gorfe he wills a tomb to raife,
A tomb as Jafting as his deathlefs praife;
Which fatare. times with wonder fhall furvey,
‘Where future times fhall ev’ry honour pay. - - ‘
But lift thy eyes, yon’ friendly moon behold 225 |
Thro’ fleecy clouds her filver face unfold,
To guide thy devious footfteps o’er the plain,
T'o find the body of thy leader flain.

Then from the peaceful regent of the night .
I faw defcend a ray of flanting light: 230
‘Where on the field thie breathlefs corfe was laid,
There full the lunar beam refplendent play'd ;
And fhew'd each limb deform’d with many a wound,
*Mid all the mingled fcene of camage round, =
He lay not prone, bat, as his zealous mind 235
Still foar’d beyond the views of human kind,
In death he fought above the world to rife,
And claim’d, with upward looks,. his kindred fkies.
One hand was clos'd, and feem'd the fword to rear ;
One prefs’d his bofom with a fuppliant air, 240 }
As if to Heav'n he breath’d his humble pray’r.

While
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While o'er his wousds the copious tdars I fhed,
And, Toft in fraidefs grisf, ‘deplor'd the dead ;.
His lifelefs hand the holy hermit feie?d,
And from' M&gral‘p-the fatal fteet releas’d ; 245
Ro me then turning : View this fvord (he-fhid) '
Whofe edge to-day fuch copicus fireamns has flied,
Still dy’d with gore ; thou know’ft' its virtue well;
No temper’diweapon eant its foree excefl f -
Bgt fince its lord, in glorious confiiét ffait; 250
No more fhall grafp the mortat fword again,
It muft not here be fof¥; decreed by Heav'ity
To noble hands the mighty prize is giv'n;
To hands that longer fhall the weapon:wield:
With equal valaut in a happier field : 25§
Rrom thofe the world expeéts the: vengeance. does
On him whofe fury gallant Sweno' Bew.
By Solyman has Swemo prefstd the: plabw;
By Saweno’s fword mult-Solyman be-flain.
Go then, with this, and feek the tentediground: 260
Where Chriftian pow’rs the lallow’d walls fusroutd ;
Nor fear, leaft wand’ring: o%er aforelgn land,
The foe againthy purpos'd:courfe: witirftand:
That Pow'r; who-fends-thee, fimik:thy shile forvey,.
His hand feil guide thee on the dang/rous way :  26g
He wills that thou (from ev’ry pesikfreed) ‘
Should’ft tell the virtues-of the: horo dead:
So fird by him, may otlyers:leas vo.dave,-
And on their arms the Crof; trinmpliant-bear';
‘Fhat ev'ry blexfvmay .pant for righteaus fame,. 2700
Aand diftant agemonch ther glorious flimme I -
\ .
(3
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Ittnow remains the champion’s name-ta-hear, -
Whofe arm muft next the fatal weapon redr:..
Rtzalde he, a pouth approv'd in fight,

In valour firft of ev'ry Chriflian knight:
Prefent him this ; enflame his gen’rous ire;

Say, Heav'n and Earth (let this his foul infpire)

From him alone theé great revenge-require !
‘While thas intent the fage’s words I' heard,

Where Swéno lay, a fepulchre appeard,

Kb, rifing flow, by miracle difpos’d,

‘Within its marble womb the corfe enclofs’d.

Grav'd on the monumental flono’ were read.

‘The name and merits of the warrior dead,

Seruck with the 8glie, L:ftoed, with-looks amav’d,

&axd on the words and: tombalternate gaz'd. - -
Then thus the fage: Befide his followers fliin-

Thy leader’s corfe fhall here:fnflin'd: remain ;

While, in the manfiens of the: bleft above;

Their happy fouls enjoy-celeftial love.

But thou enough haft mourn’d the worthy dead;

To nature: now Her dues: of ret be paid;

With me refide, till; in the:eaftern’ fisies;

Propitious to-thy ceurfey the mera- avife,

191

276

250

e ceas’d ; and led me hence thro? fugged ways, 19¢

Now high, now low, in'many a winding mage-;
Till underneath the prountain’s pendant-fltade;
Befide a hollow cave, dir' fleps we' ftaip'd.
Here dwelt the fage, amidft ‘the fivage brood-

Of wolves #nd beary-(the terrors of “the’ wood 1) 300
: . Here,
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Here, with his pupil, liv’d fecure from barms ; ..
" More firong than fhield or corflet, Virtae arms }
And guards the naked breaft in all alarms,
My hanger firft fuffic’d with fylvan food,
A homely couch my ftrength with fleep renew’d. 305
But when, rekindled with the rifing day,
The radiant morn reveal’d her golden ray ;
Each wakeful hermit to his pray’rs arofe,
And, rouz'd with them, I lefc my foft repofe:
Then to the holy fage | bade adieu, 310
And tarn’d the courfe dire&ted to purfue.

Here ceas’d the Dane. Then thus the pious Chief :
Thou com’ft a mournful meflenger of grief :
Thy words, O knight!, with pain our camp hall know,
Thy tale thall fadden ev’ry breat with woe.. 315
Such gallant friends by hoftile fury croft, .
From all our hopes, alas! fo fudden loft !
* Where thy dear leader, like a flathing light,
But juft appear’d, and vanifh’d from the fight.
Yet bleft a death like this, and nobler far 320
Than conquer’d towns, and ample {poils of war :
Nor can the Capitol examples yield
Of wreaths fo glorious, or fo brave a field.
In Heav’n’s high temple now, with honours crown’d,
Immortal laurels ev’ry brow furround. 323
Each hero there with confcious tranfport glows,
And ev'ry happy wound exulting fhows.
But thou, efcap’d from peril, ftill to know
The toil and warfare of the world below ;
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‘This gloom -of forrow from thy brow remove, ~ 330
And learn to triumph in their blifs above,
Seek’ft thou Bersoldo’s fon ? in exile loft,
Unknown he wanders from th* abandon’d hoft :
Nor think to trace his flight with doubtfiit feet,
Till certain tidings tell the youth’s retreat. 335

Thefe fpeeches heard, and young Rinalds’s name
With former love each kindling mind enflame,
“ Alas! (they cry) amid the Pagan bands -
** The blooming warrior roves in diftant lands "
Each tongue with pleafare on his glory dwells ; 340
Each to the wond’ring Dane his valour tells,
Aund all his battles, all his deeds reveals,

-While thoughts, like thefe, in ev’ry bofom raife
The dear remembrance of their Hero’s praife;
A band of foldiers, fent to feour the plain, 345
With plenteous pillage feek the camp again ;
With lowing oxen, and the wooly breed,
And gen’rous corn to chear the hungry fteed:.
And, join’d with thefe, a mournful load they bore, |
The good Rinalds's arms, the veft he wore, 350
The armour pierc'd, the vefture ftain’d with gore, g
The doubtful chance the vulgar herd alarms,
With grief they throng to view the warrior’s arms,
They fee and know too well the dazzling fight,
The pond’rous cuirafs, with jts beamy light;
The creft, where high the tow’ring eagle fhone,
That proves his offspring in the mid-day fun,
Oft were they wont, amid th’ embattled fray,
To fee them foremoft rule the bloody day ;

K
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And now with mingled grief and rage beheld 360
Thofe glorious trophies broken on the ficld.

While whifpers fill the camp, and ev’ry breath
By various means relates the hero’s death,
The pious Godfrey bade the chief be fought
Who led the fquadron that the pillage broughts 365
Brave Aliprando was the leader nam'd,
For truth of fpeech and noble franknefs fam’d. .
Declare (cry’d Godfrey) whence thefe arms ye bear,
Nor hide a fecret from your Gen'ral’s ear.

As far remov’d from hence (he thus reply'd) 370
A in two days a trufty fcout may ride,
Near Gaza’s walls a little plain is found
From public ways, with hills encompafs'd round-;
A rivilet murmurs down the mountain’s fides,
And thro’ the fhade with gentle current glides: 37§
Thick wood and brambles form a horrid fhade ;
(A place by nature well for ambufh made)
Here, while we fought for flocks and herds that came
To crop the mead befide the cryftal ftream,
Surpriz’d we faw the grafs diftain’d with blood, 380
And on the banks 2 murder’d warrior view'd. '
The arms and velt we knew, (oft’ feen before) . .
Tho' now deform’d with duft, and foul with gore.
"Then near I drew, the featares to furvey, *
But found the fword had Jopt the head away ; 3%
The right hand fever'd ; and the body round
From back to breaft was pierc'd with many 3 wopnd,
Not far from thence the empty helm was laid,
“Where the white eagle ftood with wings difplay’d.

‘ Whils
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While fome we fought from whom the truth to hear,
We faw a village fwain approaching near ; 391 2
Who, having 'fpy’d us, fled with fudden fear.

Him followmg foon we feize ; he trembling ftands,
And gives a full reply to our demands.

‘That he, the former day, conceal’d, had view'd 395
A band of warriors iffue from the wood, '
Whofe mein and arms the Chrifian likenefs fhew’d, }
One by the golden locks futain'd a head, '
That newly fever'd feem’d, and frethly bled

‘The face appear'd a youth’s of femblat_u:c fair, 400
‘The cheeks unconicious of & manly hair. .
Soon o’er the head his fearf the foldier flung,

And at his faddle-bow the trophy hung.

This heard, I ftripp’d the corfe with pitying tears, -
My anxious mind perplex'd with fecret fears; 495
And hither brought thefe arms, and orders gave

To yield the limbs the honours of a grave,

Bt if this trank is what my thoughts declare,

It claims far other pomp, far other care.

Here Aliprands ceas’d : the Leader heard 4la
His tale with fighs, ke doubted and he fear'd; '
By certain figns he with’d the corfe to know;

And learn the hand that gave the murd’rous blow.

Meantime the night, with fable pinjons fpread,

O’er fields of air her brooding darknefs fhed ; 415
And flecp, the foul's relief, the balm of woes, :
LulPd ev’ry mortal fenfe in fweet repofe.
Thou, Adrgillax ! alone, with cares opprefs’d,
Revolv'ft dire fancies in thy troubled breaft!

Kz No
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No quiet pow'r can clofe thy wakeful eyes, 420

But from thy couch the downy flumber flies.

This man was bold, of licence unconfin'd,

Haughty of fpeech, and turbulent of mind:

Born on the banks of Trent, his early yeags

Were nure'd in troubles and domettic jars : 425

Then exil’d thence, he fill'd the hills and firand

With blood, and ravag’d all the neighb’ring land :

*Till now to war on 4fa’s plains he came,

And there in battle gain’d a nobler fame.

At length, when morning's dawn began to peep, 430

He clos'd his eyes, but not in peaceful fleep 3.

Ale@o o'er him fheds her venom'd breath,

And chains his feufes like the hand of death :

In horrid fhapes fhe chills him with affright, .

Apd brings dire vifions to his flartled fight: 43§

A headlefs trunk before him feem’d to fland,

All pierc'd with wounds, and lopt the better hand 2

The left the pale diffever'd vifage bore, ,

The features grim in death, and foil'd with gore;

The lips yet feem’d to breathe, and breathing fpoke, 440

Whence, mix'd with fobs, thefe dreadful acgents broke-
Fly, Argillan! behold the morning nigh—

Fly thefe dire tents, the impious Leader fly !

Who fhall my friends from Gedfrey’s rage defend,

And all the frauds that wrought my haples end 2 445

Ev'n now thy tyrant burns with canker'd hate, ‘

And plans, alas | like mine, thy threaten’d fate :

Yet if thy foul afpires to fame fo high,

And dares fo firmly on its ftrength rely,
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Then fly not hence; bat let thy reqking blide ' 450
Glut with his ftreaming blood my mournfal {hade :
Lo! I will prefent ri(e your force to arm,
To ftring each nerve, and ev’ry bofom warm.
The vifion fzid ; with hellith rage infpir'd,
His furious brea a fudden madnefs-fir'd. 455’

He ftarts from fleep ; he gazes wild with fear;
With wrath and venom fiil'd his eyes appear :
Already arm’d, with eager hafte he flew,
And round him foon th’ Jralian warriors drew :
High o'er the brave Rinaldo’s arms he ftood, -, 460
And with thefe words enflam’d the lift'ning crowd. !
Shall then a favage race, whofe barb’rous mind

No reafon governs, and no laws can bind,
Shall thefe, infatiate ftill of wealth and blood,
Lay on our willing necks the fervile load ? 46¢
Such are the fuff*rings and th® infuliing {corn, '
Which fev'n long years our paflive band has barne,
‘That diftant Rome may bluth to hear our fhame,
And future times seproach th’ Jtalian wame :
Why thould I here of gallant Taacred tell, 470
When by his arms and art Gilicia fell,
How the bafe Frané by trealon feiz’d the land,
" And'fraud ufurp’d the prize which valour gain'd.
Nor need I tell, when dang’rous deeds reqaire :
The boldef® hands, and claim the warrioe’s fire, 473
Firft in the field the fames and fword we bear, :
And 'midft a thoufand deaths pravoke the war: ..
The battle o’er, when bloody tumaults ¢eafe,
And fpoils and laurcls ¢rown the fldiers’ peace ;

K3 In
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In vain our merits equal fhare may claim ; 480
Their’s are the lands, the triumphs, wealth and fame.
Thefe infults once might well our thoughts engage,
Thefe fuff’rings jutly might demand our rage :

But now I name thofe lighter wrongs no more,

This laft dire a& furpaffes all before. . 485
In vain divine and human laws withftand,

Behold Rinaldo murder’d by their hand !

But Heav’n’s dread thunders fix not yet their doom,
Nor earth receives them in her op’ning womb!

" Rinaldo have they flain, the foldier’s boaft, 490
Goard of our faith, and buckler of our hoft!

And lies he unreveng'd ? — to changing fkies

All pale, negletted, unreveng'd he lies !

Atk ye whofe barb’rous fword the deed bas wrought ?
The deed muft open lie to ev’ry thought. 495
All know, that, jealous of our growing fame,

Godfrey and Baldwin hate the Latian name.

But wherefore ‘this ? — Be Heav’n .my witnefs here,
(That Heav’n who hears with wrath the perjur’d fwear)
What time this morn her early beams difplay’'d, gco
I faw confefs’d his Wretched wand’ring fhade.

Ah me! too plain his warning. voice reveal’d

The fnares for us in Godfrey’s breaft conceal'd. -

1 faw — ’twas not a-dream — before my eyes,
Where’er-I turn, the phantom feems.to rife! 5§05
What courfe for us remains? Shall he whofe: hand

Is ftain’d wish blood, for ever rule.our band ?

Or fhall we lead from henpe our focial train

Where, diftant far, Eupbrates laves the plain ?

.

Where,



B.VIII. JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 199

Where, ’midft a harmlefs race, in fields of peace, 510
He glads fuch num’rous towns with large increafe.
There may we dwell, and happier fate betide,
‘Nor fhall the Franks with us thofe realms divide.
Then let us leave, if fuch the gen’ral mind,
Thefe honour'd relicks unreveng’d behind ! — 513
But ah! if virtue ftill may claim a part,
(That frozen feems in ev’ry Latian heart)
This hateful peft, whofe pois’nous rage devours
The grace and glory of th’ Iralian pow'rs,
Cut off from life, fhould pay the forfeit due, 520
A great example to the tyrant crew !
‘Then thus I fwear, be now your force difplay’d,
Let each that hears me lend his glorious aid,
This.arm to day fhall drive th’ avenging fword
In that fell breaft with ev’ry treafon ftor'd ! 535
. In words like thefe bis fiery foul exprefs’d, )
With dread commotion fill’d each hearer’s breaft.
To arms, to arms ! (th’ infenfate warrior cry’d) -
To arms, to arms! each furious youth reply’d.
Alecto ’round the torch of difcord whirl'd, 530
And o’er.the field her flames infernal hurl’d,
Dildain and madnefs rag’d without controul,
And thirft of flaughter fill’d each vengeful foul,
The growing mifchief flew from place to place,
And foon was fpread beyond th’ ltaliax race : 535
Among th’ Helvatians then it rais’d a flame,
And next diffus’d among the Englie name.
Nor public forrow for Rixalds flain,
Alone to frenzy fir'd the warrior-train ;
K ¢ - Bat
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But former quarrels, now reviv’d, confpire, 540
And add new fewel to their prefent fire.
Againft the Franks they vent their threats aloud ;
No more can reafon rale the madding croud.
So in a brazen vafe the boiling ftream
Impetuous foams and bubbles to the brim ; 545
*Till, fwelling o’er the brinks, the frothy tide .
Now pours with fury down the veflel’s fide.
Nor can thofe few, who ftill their fenfe retain,
The folly of the vulgar herd reftrain :
Camilius, Tancred, William, thence remov’d, 5§50
And ev’ry other in command approv’d.
Confus'd and wild th’ unthinking people fwarm ;
Thro’ all the camp they run, they hafte to arm.
Already warlike clangors echo roond ;
Seditious trumpets give the warning found. 558
And now a thoufand -tongues the tidings bear,
And bid the pious Chief for arms prepare.
Then Baldain firlt in fhining ftcel appear’d,
And ftood by Godfrey's fide, a fuithful guard !
The Chief, accus’d, to Heav'n diretts his eyes, 560
And on his Gop, with wonted faith, relies.

O Thou, whe know'st my foul with zealous care
Shuns the dire horrors of a ¢ivil war; -
From thefe the veil that dims their fight remove ;
Reprefs their errors, and their rage reprove: 565
To thee reveal'd my innocence is'known,
O let it now before the werld be fhown !

He ceas’d ; and felt his foul new firmnefs prove,
With warmth unufual kindled from above :
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A fadden confidence infpir’d his mind, 570

‘While on his vifage hope embolden’d fhin’d.

*Then, with his friends, he went, in awful ftate,

*Gainft thofe who fought ' ayenge Rinalde's fate.

Nor loudett clath of arms his courfe delay’d,

Nor impious threats his fteps intrepid ftay’d. §7%

His back the cuirafs arm'd, & coftly veft .

The Hero wore, in pomp unufual dreft ;

Bare were his liands, his face reveal’d to fight,

His form majeftic beam’d celeftial light.

The golden fceptre (enfign of command) . £8p

He fhook, to flill the loud rebellious band : »

Such were his arms: while thus the Chiefappear’d,

Sounds more than mortal from his lips were heard.
What ftrange tumultaous clamours fill my ears ?

Who dares difturb the peacefiil camp with fears? ~ 58g

Thus am [ grac’d? Is thas your Leader known,

After fuch various toils and labours fhown ?

Is there who now with treafon blots my name?

Or thall fufpicion fully Godfrey’s fame ? .

Ye hope, perchance, to fee me humbly bend, 590

And with bafe pray’rs your fervile doom attend : '

Shall then that earth, which witnefs’d my renown,

Behold fuch infults on my glory thrown ? )

This fceptre be my guard, fair truth my fhield,

And all my deeds in council and in field ! 595 .

But Juftice fhall her ear to Mercy lend,

Nor on th’ offender’s head the ftroke defcend.

Lo! for your merits I your crime forgive,

And bid you for your lov’d Rinalde live,

K; Let
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Let Argillan alone the vi&tim fall, 600
And with his blood atone th’ offence of all,

‘Who, urg’d by light fufpicion, rais'd th’ alarms,

And fird your erring bands to rebel arms.

While thas he fpoke, his looks with glory beam’d,
And from his eye the flathing light'ning fream’d : 6o
Ev'n Argillan himfelf, forpriz’d and quell’d,

With awe the terrors of his face beheld.

The vulgar throng, {o late by madnefs led,

Who pour’d their threats and curfes on his head ;

Who grafp’d, as rage fupply’d, with ready band 610
The fword, the jav'lin, and the flaming brand ;

Soon as they heard his voice with fear were ftruck,
Nor longer durft foltain their Sov’reign’s look ;

But tamely, while their arms begirt him round,

Saw Argillan in fudden fetters bound, . 615

So when his fhaggy main a lion fhakes, Co-
And with loud roar his flumb’ring fory wakes ;

If chance he views the man, whofe foothing art

Firft tam’d the fiercenefs of his Jofty heart;

His pride confents th’ ignoble yoke to wear ; . 620
He fears the well-known voice, and rule fevere ¢

Vain are his claws, his dreadful teeth are vain,

He yields fubmiffive to his keeper’s chain.

*Tis faid, that, darting from the fkies, was feen
With low’ring afpeét and terrific mien, 625
A winged warrior, with his guardian fhield,

Which full before the pious Chief he held ;

While, gleaming light’ning, in his dreadful hand

He fhook a fword with gory crimfon Rain’d
: Pexchanu
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Perchance the blood of towns and kingdoms, giv'a 630

By frequent crimes to feel the wrath of Heav’n.. . _ .
The tamult thus appeas’d, and peace reftor'd,

Each warrior fheaths again the wrathful fword.

Now varions fchemes revolving in his thought,

Histent again the careful Godfrey fought ; - 638

Refolv’d by ftorm the city walls ¢’ affail,

Ere the third ev'ning fpreads her fable veil.

From thence he went the timbers hewn: to view,

‘Where tow’ring high to huge machines they grew.

The Ennp of the Esgurh Boox.

K6 JERUSAs
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B.O O K IX.

THE ARGUMENT.

Solyman, incited by Ale®o, attacks, with bis Arabs, the
Chriftian camp by night, and makes a great flaughter ;
1ill Godfrey, encouraging bis troops, oppofes the fudden
incurfion. In the mean time Argantes and Clorinda
march awith their forces from the city, and joim the
Arabs. Gop fends the Angel Michael to drive away
the Demons that affifled the Pagans. The battle is con-
tinued with great fury. Clorinda particslarly diftin-
guifbes berfelfe  Argillan, at day-break, ¢feaping from
bis prifon, rufbes amongfl the Enemy and kills many, #ll
be himfelf falls by the hand of Solyman : The fortune
of the day flill remains doubtful : At length the Chrifti-
ans, receiving an unexpeded aid, the wifory declares
in their favour: - The Pagans are defeated, ande Soly-
man bimfelf is obliged to retreat.

UT Hell’s dire Fiend, who faw the tumults ceafe,
And ev'ry vengeful bofom calm'd to peace,
Still unreftrain'd, by Stygian rancour driv'n,
Oppos'd the laws of Fate and will of Heav'n :
She flies, and where fhe takes her loathfome flight, &5
The fields are parch’d, the fun withdraws his light.

For
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For new attempts fhe plies her rapid wings,
And other plagues and other furies briogs |
She knew her comrades, with indaftrious care,
Had driv’n the bravefk chanypians from the war ;
That Tancred and Bergoldo’s greater fou,
Remov'd afar, no more in battle thone.
‘Then wherefore this delay - (the fary cries)
Let Solyman th’ unguarded foes furprize ;
Fierce on their camp with dread incurfion pour,
And cruth thcu forces jn the midnight honr.
"This faid the flew where Solyman commands
The roving numbers of drabia’s bands ;
‘That Solyman, than whom none fiercer rofe
Among the race of Heav'n’s rebellious foes :
Nor could a greater rife tho’ teeming earth,
Again provok’d, had giv’p her giants birth.
O’er Turkey’s kingdom late the Mooarch reign’d,
And then at Nice th’ imperial foat maintain'd.
Oppos’d to Greece the nations own’d his fway,
That "twixt Measder's flood and Senger lay ;

205
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‘Where Myfians once, and Phrygians held their peace,)

With Lydia, Pontxs, .and Bithysia’y tace.
But, ’gainft the Turds and ev’ry faithlefs crew,
Since foreign Rates their arms 19 iz drew,
His lands were waftod, and be twice beheld
His num’rous army routed in the field ;

And having try’d the chaace of war in yain,
Expell’d a wand'rer from his:native reigo,
To Egyp’s coust he fled ; nor fail’d to meet
A royal welcome, and. fgguse rosreat,

g
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With
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With joy the King his valiant gueft forvey’d ;

With greater joy receiv’d his profferd aid :

. Refolv’d in thought to guard the Syriax lands,
And flop the progrefs of the Chriffian bands.
But ere the Monarch open war declare,

He gives to So/yman th’ important care,

With fums of gold to raife th® Arebian bands,

And teach them to obey a chief’s commands.

Thus while from 4fa and the Moerif® reign,

Th’ Egyptian King colle&ts his num’rous train,

To Selyman the greedy Arabs thirong,

‘The lawlefs fons of violence and wrong.

Ele&ted now their chief, Fudea’s plains

He feours around, and various plunder gains:

The country wide he waftes, and blocks the way

Between the Latian army and the fea : .

And not forgetful of his antient hate,

And the vaft ruins of his falling flate,

He mighty vengeance in his breaft revolves,

And greater fchemes, and yet unform'd refolves,
To him AleSo comnes, but firft he wears

A warrior’s femblance bent with weight of years ;

All wrinkled feem’d her face ; her chin was bare;

Her upper lip difplay’d a tuft of hair:

Thick linen folds her hoary head enclofe ;

Beneath her knees a length of vefture flows :

‘The fabre at her fide ; and flooping low,

Her back the quiver bears, her hand the bow,

40
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‘Then thus fhe fpoke: While here our wand’ring bands

Rove o’er the defart plains and barren fands ;

66

9 Where
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Where nothing worthy can reward our toils,
Where tonquett yiclds us but ignoble (poils ;
See ! Godfrey on th’ imperial city falls,
He fhakes.the tow’rs, he faps the lofty walls !
And yet we linger (O eternal fhame !)
‘Till there he bears his arms and vengeful flame.
Are cots deftroy’d, or fheep and oxen gain'd,
The boafted trophies of the Soldan’s hand ?
‘Will this thy realm reftore? retrieve thy name ?
And on the Franks avenge thy injar’d fame?
"Then rouze thy foul 1 againtt the Chriffian go,
Now funk in fléep, and crufh the hated foe:
Thy old Arajpes fpeaks, his counfel hear,
In peace or exile faithful to thy ear.
No fear the unfufpefting Chief alarms,
He fcorns the 4rabs and their feeble arms ;
Nor deems their tim’rous bands fo far can dare,
In flight and plunder bred, to mix in war:
Hafte, with thy courage rouze thy kindling hof,
Andstriumph o’er their camp, in flumber loft !
Thus faid the fiend ; and breathing in his mind
Her venom’d rage, diffolves to empty wind.
The warrior lifts his hands, and loud exclaims:
O thou ! whofe fury thus my heart enflames ;
Whofe hidden pow’r 2 human form bely’d ;
Behold I follow thee, my potent guide :
A mound fhall rife, where now appears  plain,
A dreadful mound of Cbriflian heroes flain :
The field fhall float with blood : O grant thy aid,
And lead my_{quadrons thro’ the dutky fhade..

207
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He faid; and inftant bids the troops appear ;
The weak he heartens, and difpels their fear :
His warlike tranfports ev'ry.breaft excite ;
Eager' they burn, and hope the promis’d fight. 100
Ale&o founds the tramp ; her hand unbinds
‘The mighty ftandard to the fportive winds :
Swift march the bands like rapid floods of flame,
And leave behind the tardy wings of fame,
The fury then refumes her airy flight, 105
And feems a hailly meflenger to fight ;
And when the world a dubious light invades,
Between the fetting day and rifing fhades,
She feeks Ferufalem, and, *midft a ring
Of timid citizens, accofts the King ; 110
Difplays the purpofe of th’ Aradian pow’r,
The fignal for th’ attack, and fatal hour.
Now had the night her fable curtain {pread,
And o’er the earth unwholefome vapours fhed ;
The grouudl no cool refrething moifture knew, 1¥5
But horrid drops of warm and fanguine dew : -
Monfters and predigies in Heav’n were feen ;
Dire fpedires, fhrieking, (kimm’d along the green,
A deeper gloom exulting Pluto made,
With added terrors from th’ infernal fhade. 120
Thro’ this dread darknefs tow’rds the tented foes,
~ Secure from fear, the fiery Soldan goes.
And when the night had gain’d her middle throne,
From whence with rapid fpeed fhe courfes down ;
He came, where near the Chriftian army lay, 12§
Forgetful of the cares and toils of day.

Here
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Here firft the chief refrefh’d his troops with food,
Then thus enflam’d their cruel thirft of blood,
Survey yon’ camp, an impious band of thieves,
That more from fortune than defert receives ; 13Q
That, like a fea, within its ample breat
Abforbs the fhining riches of the Eaft.
The fates for you thefe glorious fpoils ordain.:
(How fmall the peril, and how vaft the gain!)
Your uncontefted plunder there behold ; 13§
Their glitC’ring arms, and courfers deck’d with gold !
Not this the force that could the Perfians quell,
By whom the pow’rs of Nice in battle fell :
What nambers, from their native country far, .
Have fall’n the vi&ims of a tedious war | 140
Were now their ftrength the fame they once could boatt,
Thus funk i in fleep, an unrefiting hoft,
With eafe they muft refign their forfeit breath ; -
For thort the path that leads from fleep todeath!
On then, my friends ! this faulchion firft thall gain 14§
Your entrance to the camp o’er piles of flain.
From mine each fword fhall learn to aim the blow
From mine the flern demands of vengeance know |
‘This happy day the reign of CurisT (hall end,
And liberty o’er 4fa’s climes extend ! 159
He faid ; and rouz’d their fouls to martial deeds ;-
‘Then flow and filent on his march proceeds.
Now thro’ the mifty fhades a gleam of light
Difplays the heedful centry to his fight:
By this his hopes are Joft to feizg fecure 158
‘The cautious leader of the Clriffian pow’r,

Soon
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Soon as the watch their num’rous foes efpy,
They take their flight, and raife a fearful ery :
The neareft guards awake ; they catch th’ alarms,
And, rouzing at the tumult, fnatch their arms. 160
Th® Arabian troops no longer filent pafs,
But barb’rous clangors pour thro’ breathing brafs.
To heav'n's high arch the mingled noife proceeds
Of fhouting foldiers, and of neighing fteeds.
The fieepy hills, the hollow vales around, 165
The winding caverns echo to the found.
Alecto thakes on high th’ infernal brand,
And gives the fignal from her lofty ftand.
Firft flies the Soldan, and attacks the guard,
As yet confus'd, and ill for fight prepar'd. 170
Rapid he moves; far lefs impetuous raves
A tempeft burfting from the mountain caves :
A foaming flood, that trees and cots o'erturns ;
The light'ning’s flath, that tow'rs and cities burns;
Earthquakes, that fill with horror ev’ry age ; 175
Are but a faint refemblance of his rage!
True to his aim the fatal fword defcends ;
A wound the ftroke, and death the wound attends.’ -
Dauntlefs he bears the ftorm of hoftile blows,
And mocks the faulchions of the rufhingfoes: 180
His helm refounded as the weapons fell, = *
And fire flath’d dreadful from the batter’d ffeel.
Now had his arm compell'd, with fingle might,
The foremoft fquadrons of the Fraxks to flight:
When, like a flood with num’rous rivers fwelld, 185

The nimble Araé; pour along the field :
The
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The Franks no longer can th® attack fuftain, -
But backward turn, and fly with loofen’d rein.
Purfuers and purfu’d, with equal hafte,
Together mingled, o’er the trenches pafs’d : 190 .
Then with unbounded wrath the vitor ftorm’d,
And rage and woe and death the camp deform’d.
A dragon on his cafque the Soldan wore,
‘That ftretching bends his arching neck before ;
High on his feet he ftands with fpreading wings, 194
And wreaths his forky tail in {piry rings :
Three brandifh’d tongues the fculptur’d monfter thows
He feems to kindle as the combat glows ;
His gaping jaws appear to hifs with i ire,
And vomit mingled fmoke and ruddy fire! 200
Th’ affrighted Cbriflians thro’ the gloomy light
The Soldan view’d : So mariners by night,
When ocean’s face a driving tempeft fweeps,
By flathing flames behold the troubled deeps.
Some, by their fears impell’d, for fafety fly ; acg
And fome intrepid on their fwords rely.
The night’s black fhade adds tumult to the prefs,
And, by concealing, makes their woes increafe.
. Amongft the chiefs whofe hearts undaunted glow’d,
" Latinus, born by Tiber’s yellow flood, . 210
Confpicuous o’er the reft in combat fhin’d ;
Nor length of years had damp’d his vig’rous mind :
Five fons he told ; and equal by his fide .o
They mov’d, in war his ornament and pride s
To deeds of early fame their youth he warms,,  arg
And fheaths their tender limbs in pond’rous arms. - :

" Thefe
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Thefe, while they ftrive to emulate their fire,

And glut-with blood their fteel and vengeful ire,

The chief befpeaks : Now prove your valiant hands
Where yon’ proud foe infults our fhrinking bands; 220
Nor let the bloody famples of his force

Abate your ardor, or detain your courfe ;

For, O my fons! the noble mind difdains

All praife but that which glorious danger gains !

So leads the favage lionefs her young, 225
Ere yet their necks with fhaggy manes are hung ;
When fearce their paws the fharpen’d nails difclofe,
Nor teeth have arm'd their mouths in dreadfal rows:
She brings them fearlefs to the dang’rous chace,

And points their fury on the hunters’ race; 230

‘That oft were wont to pierce their native wood,

And oft in flight the weaker prey purfu’d.

Now with the daring band the father goes ;

Thefe fix affail, and Solyman enclofe.

At once, dire&ted by one heart and mind, 233

Six mighty fpears againit the chiefcombin’d :

But, ah! too bold ! (his jav’lin caft afide)

The eldeft born a clofer conflict try'd :

And with his faulchion vainly aim'd a blow

To flay the bounding courfer of the foe. 240

But as a rock, whofe foot the ocean laves,

Exalts its ftately front above the waves ;

Firm in itfelf, the winds and feas defies,

Nor fears the threats and thunder of the fkies:

‘The fiery Soldan thus unmov’d appears 245

Amidft the threat’ning fwords and miffive fpears.
Furious
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Furious he turns on-him who ftruck the fleed,
And *twixt the cheeks and eyebrows parts his head.
Swift dramantes haftes to his relief,
And in his pious arms fupports the chief: 250
Vain, unavailing piety is thown,
‘That to his brother’s rain adds his own !
Full on his arm the Pagan drove the fteel ;
Down the fupported and fupporter fell 5
Together fainting in the pangs of death, 255
They mix their fireaming blood and parting. breath.
Then with a ftroke he cuts Sabinus’ fpear,
With which the youth had gall’d him from afar ;
And ruthing on the fteed with fudden force,
Th’ ill-fated ftripling fell beneath his horfe. 260
Now trampled on the ground the warrior lies,
The mournful fpirit from its ‘manﬁon flies ;
Unwilling leaves the light of life behind,
And blooming youth with early pleafures join’d !
But Picus and Laurestes ftill remain’d ; 265
(The fole futvivors of the filial band)
One day firft gave this haplefs pair to light,
Whofe likenels oft’ deceiv’d their parents’ fight :
Bat thefe no.nrore with doubt their friends furvey’d ;
A diré diftin@ion hoftile fury made :
From this, the head divided rolls in duft ;
‘That, in his panting breaft receives the thruft.
The wretched father (father now ne more'!
His fous all flaughter'd in one deathful hour!)
View'd, in his offspring breathlefs on the place, 27
His fate approaching, and his ruin’d race !
1 What

270
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What pow’s, O Mufe! fach firength in age could give,
That "midft thefe woes he fill endures to live,

Still lives and fights ? Perchance the friendly night
Conceal’d the horrors from a father’s fight. 280
Wild through the ranks ‘his raging courfe he breaks,
With equal ardor death and conqueft feeks :

Scarce knows he which his withes would attain,

To flaughter others, or himfelf be flain.

Then ruthing ou his foe, aloud he cries : 28
Do'ft thou fo far this feeble hand defpife,

Not all its force can urge thy cruel rage
To cope with wafting grief and wretched age?

He ceas’d ; and ceafing, aim’d a deadly ftroke ;
Thro’ fteel and jointed mail the faulchion broke: 290
The weapon pierc’d th’ unwary Pagan’s fide,

And fireaming blood his fhining armour dy'd.

Rouz'd at the call and wound, at once he turns

With brandith’d fteel ; more fell his fury burns :

Firft thro’ his fhield he drives, which, fev’n times roll’d,

. A tough bull-hide fecur’d with winding fold ; 20§

A paffage next the cordlet’s plates afford

Then, in his bowels plung’d, he fheaths the fword.

Unbleft Latinus fobs, and, flagg’ring round,

Alternate from his mouth and gaping wound, 30.}

A purple vomit flows, and ftains the ground,

As falls a mountain oak, that, ages paft,

Has borne the weflern wind and nerthérn blaft,

When, rooted from the place. where once it fo0od,’

It cruthes in its fall the neighb'ring wood ; 398
So
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So funk the chief, and more than one he drew

To grace his fate, and ev’n in dying flew :

Glorious he fell, and in his lateft breath

‘With dreadful ruin fcatter’d fear and death.
While thus his inward hage the Soldan fed,

And glatted his revenge with hills of dead ;

‘The Arabs pour impstuous o’er the field ;

The fainting Cbriffians to their fury yield. -

Then Englifs Henry, Holipbernes, flain

By thee, O fierce Dragutes! prefs'd the plam.

Gilbert and Philip Ariadenus flew,

‘Who on the banks of Rbine their being drew.

Beneath 4/bgzar’s mace Ernefius fell,

And Engerlan by dlgazelles feel.

But who the various kinds of death can name,

And multitudes that funk unknown to fame;

21§
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Meantime the tumalts Godfiey’s flumber broke ;

Alarm’d he ftartéd, and his couch forfook :

Now clad in arms, he call’d a band with {peed, -

And forth he mov'd intrepid gt their head,
But nearer foon th’ increafing clamours drew,
And all the tumult open’d to the view.

He knew the 4rabs fcour'd the coyntry far,
Yet never deem’d their infolence would dare
‘To ftorm his trenches with offenfive war,

35
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‘Thus while he marches, from the adverfe fide,

Toarms! to arms! a thoufand voices cry’d:
At once a barb’rous thopt was rais’d on high,
And dreadfpl howlings echo’d to the tky.

Thefe
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. Thefe wete the treops of Aladine, who came 333
Led by Argantes and the ® warrior-dame :
T'o noble Guelpbe, who his ftation took
The next in arms, the Chriffian leader fpoke.
Hark! what new din of battle, lab’ring on,
Swells from the hills and thickens from the town ; 340
'This claims thy courage, this thy &kill demands,
To meet the onfet of th’ approaching bands.
Go then, yon’ quarter from their rage fecure ;
But firft divide' with me my martial pow’r ;
Myfelf will on a diff 'rent hand engage T 348
The daring foe, and check their impious rage. '
This having faid } the chiefs divide their force,
And take, with equal cares, a diff ‘rent courfe ;
Guelpho to reach the hill ; while Godfrey drew
To where, refitlefs, rag’d th’ Arabian crew ; 350
While'as he march’d the diftant fight to gain,
Supplies were added to his eager train ;
*Till now a pow’rful num’rous band he led,
And faw where So/yman the flaughter fpread.
So where the Po firft leaves his native hills, 358
His river fcarce the fcanty channel fills ;’
Bot as new ftreams he gathers in his courfe,
He fwells his waves, and rifes in his force;
Above the banks his horned front he fhows,
And o’er the level meads triumphant flows ; 360
Thro* many currents makes his rapid way,
And carries war, not tribute, to the fea,

‘ ® CLORINDA,
Where
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Where Godfrey fees his tim’rous bands retreat,
He thus upbraids them with a gen’rous heat.
What fear is this, and whither bends your pace? 365
Oh! turn and view the foes that give you chace!
A bafe degen’rate throng, that neither know.
To give, nor take in fight a manly blow :
© turn again! your trufty weapons rear;
Yaur looks will freeze their coward fouls with fear, ;70
‘This faid ; he {purr’d his fteed, and eager flew
‘Where murd’rous Solyman appear’d in view.
Thro’ freaming blood and clouds of duft he goes,
Thro® wounds and death amidft forrounding foes.,
‘Thro’ breaking ranks his furious courfe he guides, 375
And the clofe Phalanx with his fword divides :
No foes, on either hand, the thock fuftain ;
Arms, fteeds, and warriors tamble to the plain :
High o'er the flaughter’d heaps, with bounding courfe,
‘The glorious leader drives his foaming horfe.
‘Th’ intrepid Soldan fees the form from far,
Nor tarns afide, nor fhuns the proffer’d war;
Bat eager for the firife, his foe defies,
Whirl, his broad {word and to the combat flics.
In thefe what matchlefs warriors fortune fends 385
To prove their force from easth’s remoteft ends !
With virtue fury now the confli& tries
.In little fpace, the Afiax world the prize !
What tongue the horrors of the fight can tell,
How gleam'd their faulchions and how fwift they fell! 3ge
1 pafs the dreadful deeds their arms difplay’d,
Which envious n'ght conceal'd in gloomy thade ;
Vor. I, L Deeds

380
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Deeds that might claim the fun and chearful fkies
And all the wosld to view' with wond'ring eyes !
Their courage foon the Chriftian bands renew, 395
And their brave leader’s daring courfe purfue:
Their choiceft warriors Solyman enclofe,
And round him thick the fteely circle grows.
Nor lefs the faithful, than the Pagar band, -
With ftreaming blood diffain' the thirfty land ; * 400
By turns the vicors and the vanquifi’d moarn,
And wound for wound, -and death for death return;
As when, with equal force, and equal rage, ’
"The north and fouth in mighty ftrife engage ;
Nor this, nor that, can rule the feas or fkies, 403
But clouds on clouds, and waves on waves arife.
So far'd the battle in the doubtfl field ;
Nor here nor there the firm battalions ylcld. :
With horrid noife were fwords to fwords oppos’d ;
Shields clafh’d with fhields, with helmets helmets clos'd.
Not lefs in other parts the battle rag’d, . 44

Nor lefs the throng of warring chiefs engag’d ;
High o’er the hofts the Stygian fiends repair,
And Hell’s black myriads fill the fields of air.
Thefe vigour to the Pagan troops fupply ; 413
None harbour fear, or turn their fteps to fly.
The torch of He'l Argantes’ foul infpires,
And adds new fury to his native fiies!
He fcatters foon in flight the guards around,

" And leaps the trenches with an eager bound ; 420
With mangled limbs he ftrews the fangiine plain,
And fills th’ oppofing foffe with heaps of flain.  ~

Him
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me o'er the level fpace hns troops erfu
And dye" the’foremioft tents with purple hue.
Clofe at his fide appears thé martial ddre, 423
Whofe foul difdains the fecdtid- platé‘ih- fame.
Now fled the Fran#i 3 when fadden drew at hand
The noble Guelpho with his welcome band: )
He flopp'd, ‘with gen’rous zeal, their fearful courfe,
And turn’d them back to face the Pagan force, 430
“While thus on either fide the combat ftood,
And ftreaming gore in equal rivers flow'd ;
The Heai’nly Monarch from his awfual height
Declin’d his eyes and view’d the dreadful fight.
There, plac'd aloft, prefides th’ Omm{cxent CAUSE, 43 5
And orders all with juft and equal laws ;
Above the confines of this earthly fcene,
By ways unfearchable to mortal men,
There on Eternity’s unbounded throne, )
With triple light he blazes, Three in One ! 440

" Beneath his footftep Fate and Natare ftand ;

And Time and Motion own his dread command.

There pow’r and riches no diftin@ion find ;

Nor the frail honours that alture mankind :

Like duft and fmoke they fleet before "his eyes; ’ 445

" e mocks the valiant; and confounds the wife I”

-

There from the blaze of his effulgent light;

The pureft faints withdraw their dazzled fight.

Around th’ unnumber'd bleft for ever live,

And, tho’ unequal, equal blifs receive. . 450
The tuneful choirs repeat their Maker's praife;: ’
The Heav'nly tealms. refound tlie Gcred.laps.

L2 e Then
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‘Then thus to Micbael fpoke the worp Divine ;

¢ Micbael whofe arms with lucid di’'mond fhine)

See’ft thou not yonder from th’ infernal coaft 458

What impious bands diftrefs my. favour'd hott ? -

Go — bid them fwift forfake the deathful fcene

And leave the bus’nefs of the war to men ;

Nor longer dare amongft the living rife,

"To blot the luftre of the purer fkies ; 460

But feek the thades of Acheron beneath,

Th’ allotted realms of punithmens and death !

There on the fouls accurs’d employ their hate ;

Thus have I will’d; and what [ will, is fate. ‘
He ceas’d : With rev’rence at the high command 465

Low bow'd the leader of the winged band :

His golden pinions he difplays, and fpeeds

With rapid flight, that mortal thought exceeds.

The fiery region paft ; the feats of reft

He leaves, (eternal manfions of the bleft!) 470

From thence he paffes thro® the cryftal fphere,

That whirls around with ev’ry fhining flar :

Thence to the left, before bis piercing eyes,

With dift’rent afpefts, Fove and Satsrn rife ;

And ev’ry ftar that mortals wand'ring call, 475

Tho’ heav’nly pow’r alike dire&s them all.

‘Then from the fields that flame with endlefs day,

‘To where the florms are bred, he bends his way ;

Where elements in mix'd confufion jar,

And order {prings from univerfal war. - 480

The bright Archangel gilds the face of night,

Eis heav'nly features dart refplendent light : -

.

So
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So ﬂnnes the beamy fun thro® fhow'ry fkies,

And paints the fleecy clouds with various dies : ‘

So thro’ the liquid regions of the air, 485

With rapid radiance fhoots a falling ftar.

But now arriv’d where hell’s infernal crew

‘Their venom’d rage amongft the Pagans threw ;

Hov’ring in air on pinioos ftrong he ftay’d,

And fhook his lance, and awful thus he faid. 490

- Your force has prov’d the Sov’reign of the world,

What thunders from bis dreadful arm are harl’d :

O blind in ill! that no remorfe can know,

1o torture proud and obflinate in woe ! i

The facred Cro/i fhall conquer-Sion’s wall ; 493

Her gates muft open, and her bulwarks fall :

And who {hall Fate’s refiftiefs will withftand,

Or dare the terors of th'’ Alm:ghty hand!

Hence then, . ye curfed { ta your:realms beneath, .

‘The realia of torment and eterpaldeath!. . §go

fFhere on devoted fouls employ your rage; .

Be there your triumphs, there the wars ye wage :

There, *midft the foanding whips, the din of chains,

And gnathing teeth, Jaments and endlefs pains ! .
He faid ; and: thofe that ling’ring feom’d to move, sos

Rafiftlefs with his fatal lagce be drove. =

With fighs, relu@ant, from the field they Qy,

And lcave the golden ftars and apper fky 5.

And fpread their pinions to the realms of woe .

To wreak their fary on tlie dama’d below. 510

Not o’er the a3 ip oqual numbers fly

The fcather’d race, to feek a warmer fky = ,

Lo L3 - . No‘:

¥



222 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. B. IX,

Not, when the wood the wintry blaft receives,
In equal number Autumn frews her leaves,
Freed from th’ infernal train and §2giau glooms,
Serene the night her wonted face refumes.

But not the lefs Argantes’ fury glows,
Tho’ hell no more her'venom’d fire beflows 3
He whirls his fword with unrefifted rage,
Where, clofely preft, the Cbriffian bands engage :
The high and low his equal. prowefs feel ;
The braveft warriora fink beneath his fteel. |
Alike the carnage. fierce Clorinda Ipread,. .
And ftrew'd the field with.heaps of mangled dead.
Thro® Berknger the fatal fword fhe guides,
And rives his heart where panting life refides ;
The pointed ficel its furious paffage tore, -
And iffii'd at his -back befinear"d with gore.’
Albire the wounds, where firft the child recsives
His food ; and Gal/isy’ head afunder cleaves,
Then Gernfer’s.better hand, thataim'd a blow,
She fends divided-to the plain below :
Yet ftill the parted nerves fome life.retain,
The trembling fingers: Ril} the fanlchion-Rrain,:
Difiever'd thus a ferpen¥’s tail is fen -
To feck the part divided on the green, -: .

" 'The foe thus fmaim’d, the damo 0o longer fay'd,
But °gain® Ackitles ran with tremchant blade :
Bétween the sieck and nape the weapon flew ;
'The neck it cleft, and cut-the gwves in two : .
Firft tumbled’ an-the-plain the parted-head,: - -

* With duft obfcene the pallid face was fpread ;

1151

520
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53§
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While in the faddle by the fleed fuftain’d,
(Dreadfu] to view !) the headlefs trunk remain’d; .
But foon th’ ungovern'd courfer with a bn»und.'- 545
Shook the fad burthea,tg th’ enfapguin'd ground.

While thus th’ uncobq,{:er’d maid fach numbers few,
And the thick fquadrons of the weft o'erthrew 5 .
No lefs G./dippe fair the flaughter led,
"And op the Saracem ber fury, fed, Y £
The fame her fex, hcr daumlcfs mind the fame,
And equal valopr fhone in eigher dame. .
But thefe to meet in bawlg fae wichitands ;
Both doom’d td grove she force of greater hands, .
- Now this, now that effays to pigrce the tide,
In vain ; the throgg of tropps the pafs deny .d
The nable Guelpba’s fword Clerinda found,
And in her tepder fide impre§’d a wound, .
That ting'd the &ged : the maid on vengeance. beut,
RBexwixt his ribs her cruel anfiver fent. 569,
Gue'pho his froke reaew’d, . but mifs’d ‘the foes
Ofinida, -as he pafs'd, receiv’d the blow ¢
Deep in his front the deadly fieel he foond,
And perifh’d by another’s deftin’d wound.
The num’rous sroops by Gucipbe led enclofe 565
Their valiant chief; ‘more thick the tomalt grows;
While various bands.from diftant parts unite,
And fwell the fury of the mingled figlit.

Aurora now, in radiant purple dreft,
Shone from-the portals of the galden Eaft:. . g70
When ’midf the hosrid clang and mingled cries,
Intrepid Argillan frqm prifon- flies : _

L 4 The
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‘The readieft arms he fnatch’d with eager hafte,

And foon his limbs in thining fteel were cas’d :

Rager he comes, t’ efface his former fhame 57%

With glorious actions in the field of fame.

As when, to battle bred, the courfer freed

From plenteous flalls, regains the wonted mead ;

There unreftrain'd amid the herds he roves,

Bathes in the fiream, and wantons in the groves ; s8¢

His mane difhevell’d o’er his fhoulders fpread,

He fhakes his neck, and bears aloft his head :

His noftrils flame, bis horny hoofs refound,

And his loud neighing fills the vallies round.

So Argillan appears; fo fierce he thows, . 58s

While in his looks ondaunted courage glows.

He bounds with headlong fpeed the war to meet,

And fcarcely prints the duft beneath his feet:

When ’mid#t the foes arriv'd, aload he cries,

As one whofe fury all their force defies. s9e '
Refufe of earth ! ye vile Arabian bands !

What boldnefs now impels your coward hands?

Your limbs unus'd the.arms of men to wield,

‘To bear the helmet, or fuftain the fhield: -

Naked ye come, and fearful to the fight, 395

Chance guides your blows, your fafety lies in Sight.

No&urnal deeds are all yoor pow’r can boaft,

When friendly night aflifts your trembling hoft :

What now remaids / the beams of day require .

The warrior’s weapons, and the warrior’s fire. = 600
Raging he faid ; and rufhing as be fpoke,

At Algazelles aim'd g mortal firoke ;
. His
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His jaws he cleft, and flopt his ready tongue,
‘While on his lips imperfe& accents hung 3
A fudden darknefs fhades his fwimming eyes ; 6os
Thro® ev’ry vein a chilling tremor flies : .
- Headlong he falls, and breathes his Iateft breath,
And hites the hated foil in pangs of death.’
With fury next on Szladine he flew,
And Agricaltes and Mulaffes flew : v 6w
Then Aldiazelles fide his faulchion found,
And cleft him thro’ with one continu’d wound.
Thro® Ariadenus’ breaft the fteel he guides,
And the fall'n chief with bitter taunts derides,
The dying warrior lifts his Janguid eyes,. (174
And to th’ infulting vi€or thus replies.
Not thou, whoe'er thou art, with vaunting breath
Shalt long enjoy the triumph of my death :
Like fate attends thee; by a mightier hand
‘Thou too muft fall, and prefs with me the fand. 620
Then Argillan, feverely {miling, cry'd :
Let Heav'n's high will my futare fate decide:
Die thon! to rav’nous dogs and fowls a prey —
6?3

¢

Then with his foot ke prefs’d him as he lay,
And rent at once the fieel and life away.
Meanwhile a firipling of the Soldan’s train.
. Mixd in the fhock of arms and fighting men.:
In his fair cheeks the flow’s of youth was feen;
Nor yet the down had fledg’d his tender chin,
“The fweat that trickled on his blooming face,. 630
Like. orient pearls, improv’d the bluthing grace :.

Ls. . 'The

Iy
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The duft gave beauty to his ﬂowmg.haur,
\And wrath was pleafing in a form fo fair.
He rode a courfer- wliite as’'new-fall’n fnow
On hoary dpmnme s afpiring brew: . - 635
Nor winds nor flames his {wiftnefs cou[d exteed
Pradis'd to turn, and matchlefs in his fpeed :
Grafp'd in the midft, the youth a jav'lin bore;
A crooked fabre at his fide he wore: -
With barb*0as pomp (réfplendent to behold !) -640
He fhons in purple veftments wrought with gold..
While thus the boy (whom martial fires enflame,
~ Pleas’d with the din of arms, and new to fame)
Now here, now there, o'erthrew the warting band,

And met with none his fury to withftand ; 645
Fieice Argillan, advancing, near him drew,,

‘Then with a fudden ftroke his fteed he flew, %
And on the tender foe impetuous flew.

In vain with moving pray’rs he fues for grace,

In vain he begs with-fupplicating facg ; - 650

- The fword is rais’d againft the bloommg boy.

The faireft work of Nature to defiroy :

" Yét pity feem™ to touch the fenfelefs feel 3

The edge turn’d, harmlefs, as the weapon fell

But what avails it? when the cruel foe, - - 65

With the fharp point, retrieves his erring blow.

_ Fierce Solyman, who, thence not diftant far,

- By Godfrey prefs’d, maintain®d a doubtful war ;

When now kis fav’ite’s dang’rous ftate he fpies,

Forfakes the fight, and to the refcue flies: 660
Soon
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Soon with his thend’ripg fwomd the. ways are freed

He comes t’ avenge, bpt not prevent the deed

He fees, alas! his,dear L.fﬁ;mu flain,

Like a young flow’s that wuhcrs on the plam. .

His dying eyes a. trcmbhng luftre. fhed 5 €63

On his fair neck declm’d his droopmg head ; '

His languid face in morml,palenefs charm’d,

And ev'ry breatt to foft compaflion warm'd :

Untouch’d before, ngw melts the marble heart,
,.Aud *midft his wrath, the gu(hmg forrows ftart.  Gpo

And weep’lk thqu, So{ymgn ! at pity’s call, .

Who, tearlefs, faw thy mxghty kingdom's fall ?

But when his eyes the hottile weapon view'd,:

S:ill warm-and reeking with the fripling’s blood 5

. TK indlgpan; fury bonlmg m his breaft, - 67¢

Awhile his pity and his tears fupprefs’d. »

On Argzllau the_rapid fteel he drives,

At once th’ oppofing fhicld and helmet rives,

And cleaves his head beneath the weighty blow :

A wound well worthy of fo greata foe! = . 680
. His wrath ftill unappeas'd, he quits his fteed, '

And wreaks his vengeance on the warrior dead,

So with the ftone, that gall'd him from afar,

The maftiff waggs unavallmg war.

. O} vain attempt his foriows to allay, - =~ 68

" By rage 'infenfate on the breathlefs clay! (. 3

Meantime the leader of the Chrifian train, i

Nor fpends his anger, nor his blows in vain.

A thoufand Trés againk him held the field,

~ Amnd wnh the iinted mail, the helm l.nd Ihxew 690

L 6 “Theiy
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Their limbs robuft to hardy toils were bred ;
And &ill'd in fight, théir fools no danger dsead.
Thefe oft with Solyman in batde ftood,
And 'midft the defarts late his fleps purfu'd ;
In Araby partook his wand’ring’ftate, 695
The faithful partners of his adverfe fate.
Thefe, clofe colle&ed in one daring band,
The prefling valour of the Franks' withfland,
Here noble Goaifrey well his faulchion ply’d
And pierc’d Corcutes' brow, ‘Rofenv’s fide ;- 700
Then from the fhoulders fever'd Selims’s head,
And lopp'd Rofane’s arms with trenichant blade.
Nor thefe alone, but many more’he flew,
And mangled tranks and limbs the field beftrew.
While thus he fought againft the 7ur4i% band, 705
- And with intrepid force their rage foftain’d 5
While fortune fill with equaf pinions flew,
Nor hopes of conquett left the Pagan crew :
- Behold a cloud of rifing duft appear,
Teeming with threat’ning arms, and big with war ;
From whence a fudden flath of armour bright, 75t
Fil'd all the Pagan hoft with panic ’fright,
Of purple hue there fifty wairiors held
. A Cro/s triumphant in an argent ficld. -
Had I a hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 71§
A voice of iron breath’d from iron lungs;
I could not all the Pagan numbers tell,
‘That by this troop’s impetuous onfet fell :
The fearful Arab finks; the Twré in vain
Refifts the ftorm, and fights but to be flajn. 720
: o Around
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Around the field in various forms appear,
Rage, horror, cruelty and abje& fear:
On ev'ry fide, exulting, death is found,
And purplc torrents deluge all the ground. =
Now,_with a fquadron, iffuing from the gate, 725
" (Unconfcious of the Pagas’s woeful flate) .
King . dladine appeard, and from his height
Beheld the fubje& plain and doubtful fight, -
Full foon his eyes the fcene of Qaughter meet, . .
And ftrait he gives command to found retreat: . ‘7310
And oft the Monarch calls, but’ calls in vain '
Clorinda and Argantes from the plain :
. 'The furious couple fill reject his pray’r,
With carnage dronk, infatiable of war !
At length they yield : yet ev’sy means they try’'d 38
Their troops in order from the field to guide.
But who with laws can coward fouls reftrain'?”
The rout is gen'ral *mongft th’ affiighted train. *
This cafts afide his thield,. and that his fivord ;
Thefe ufelefs burthens no defence dfford. 740
A vale between the camp and city lies,
Stretch’d from the weft towards the fouthern fkies ;
There fled the tim’rous bands, with many a groan, -
And clouds of duft roll’d onward to the town.

. ‘The Chriflian pow’rs purfue their eager chace, ' 745
‘Wih dreadful flaughter of the Pagan race’z T
-But when, afcending, near the walls they drew, -
Where, with his aid, the King appear'd in view ;

His vi@or-force the cautious Guelpbo. ftay’d,
Nor would the dang’rous rocky heightinvade : 750

N While
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While Aladine colledts his ‘men-whh’ cate,

The fcatter’d reminants 6K Tacclfsle(s war. .
The Soldan’s’ wamm‘g m'tng\h tan‘'now no more, °

_(The utmoft'ftiétch effay’d-of htman- pow’)

‘His bréathin fhorter pahtmgs ‘comes.and-goes, 755
And blood with va‘at'from €v’ry‘membertfows. !
His arm grows weak beneath the weighty fivield ;

His weary hand can {carce the-faulchion wield :
Feebly hé ftrikes, aad fearte can redch the foe,
“While dxe blunt Weapoit aims 4 fruitlefs blow. 6o
And now he paus’d awhile, immers’d -in*thought,
A lab’ring doubt within his bofom wrought : -
If by his own illuftrious hand to bleed,
. Nor leave the foes the glory of the deed ;
"Or if, furvivor in the fatal firife, < 965
To quit the field, and fave his threaten’d fife.
Fate has fubdu’d (at length the leader cry’d)
My fhame fhall fwell the haughty victor’s pride :
Again th’ mfultmg foe my flight fhall view,
Again my exile with their fcorn purfue ; 770
But foon behold me turn in arms again,
'I‘o blaft their peace, and fhake their tott’ring reign.
Nor yield I now — my rage fhall burn the fame ;
Bternal wrongs eternal vengeaice claim s

¢ Yet will I. rife 'a more invet’rate foe, “97%
And, dead, purfue them from the fhades below!

The Exp of the Nin*w Boox.
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T”H'E ARGUMENT‘ :

Solyman, in bit Jourmy to Gaza, is aaa/ld 2y Ifmeno,
awbo perfmdu bwr to re(um H and tm'vg: “bim'in an m-
.hanjed chariot to ]eruﬁlem 7' be Magman conita‘?:
the Soldan tbro a fu&terraneam cave nto'the a{y, and
brings bm 0 tbt mm.czl ba/l, “awhere be ﬁanl:, amtmhd
in a cloud, and hears the debates. 7’ he _/}uth: of Ar-
antevaad Orcanes. Solyman at Iaji difeo cover's bim~
- Jolfy and is received with tbc grutg/l Joy 6} the Ié’tg’.
In the mean time it is bmrwn to Godﬁ'ey, that the ware
riors avho came to bis af ﬁam‘e awere tbnﬁ awho bad fol-
Jowved Armida,  One of I}nm re/au: 10 the General their
adventures, Peter foﬂteIl; the r;turn nm:‘ future ghry
of Rinaldo.

HILE :inu the Soldan fpoke, a ﬁced he 'fpy'd
That wander'd near, unbusthen'd of his guide ;
Then inftant, fpent with toil and faint with heat,
He feiz’d the reins'and prefs'd the welcome feat :

* Fall’n is his creft, that late {fo dreadful rofe ; [ 1
His helm difgrac’d na more its fplendor fhows 3
His regal'vefture ftrews the dufty plains, .

And not a drace of all his pomp remains | .
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As, from the nightly fold, the wolf purfu’d,
. ,Flies to the fhelter of the fr'xndly wood ; 10
Tho' fill'd with camnage, ftill he thirfts for more,
+And licks his ray’nous jaws impure with gore,
So fled the Soldan, from the fiold eompell‘d.
.Still bent on flaughter, ghﬂ his rage unquell'd,
Safe from farrounding fpears he took his flight, 15
And all the deathful weapons of the fight.
Alone, unfeen, the warrior journey'd on,
* Thro' folitary paths, and ways unknown :
" His future courfe revol¢ing in his mind ;
Now here, now there, his doubtful thoughts ind’m'd 20
* At length he fix'd to feek the friendly coaft,
Where Egyp’s King colle@s his pow’rful hott 5 . -
And join with him his fortune in the field,
To prove what arms another day would yield.
_ And, thus refolv’d, the well-known courfe he bore 25
That led to antient Gaza's fandy fhore.
Tho’ now his weary limbs require repofe,
And ev'ry wound with keener anguith glows ;
Yet all the day he fled with eager hatte,
Nor left his eourfer, nor his mail unbracd. 30
But when the datky gloom perplex’d the fight,
- And objeQs loft théir colour by the night;.
He.fwath’d his wounds; a palm-tree near him ftood,
From this he fhook the fruit (his homely food 1),
. His hunger thus appeas’d, the ground he prefs’d, 35
And fought to eafe his limbs with needful reft :
On his hard fhield: his penfive head reclin’d; .
He firove to calm the tomult of his. mind. :
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Difdain and grief his heart alternate rend,

And like two vultares in his breaft contend. 49

At length when night had gain’d her midmoft way,

And all the world-in peaceful filence lay ;

O'ercome with labour, fleep his eyes opprefs'd,

And fteep’d his troubles in Lethean reft,

While thus on earth he lay, a voice fevere, - 45

With thefe upbraidings, thunder’d in his ear. .
O! Solyman! regardlefs chief, awake | —

In happier houts thy grateful flumber take.

Beneath a foreign yoke thy fubje@s bend,

And ftrangers o'er thy land theif rule extend. 50

Here do’tt thou fleep ? Here clofe thy carelefs eyes,

While uninterr’d each lov’d affuciate lies?

Here, where thy fame has felt the hoftile fcorn,

Canft thou, unthinking, wait the rifing morn?
The:Soldan wak’d, then rais'd his fight aud view'd
A Sire, of rev’rend mien, who near him flood. -~ 56

Feeble he feem'd with age, hib-fleps to.guide . . -

A friendly &aff its néedful aid fupply’d,

Say, what art.thos, who dar’ft (the Monarch cries)
Difpet foft flomber from the trav’ller’s eyes ? 6o
What part canft thou in all our glary claim, _

And what:to thee our vengesace or ‘our-fhame? B

Is e behold a friend, (the ftranger faid) - . .
To whom in part thy purpofe flands difplay’ds .
And here I proffer, - with auxiliar care, ) 65

In all thy labours,.and defigns to fhare.

Forgive my zeal ; reproaches oft infpire

The noble mind, angd raife:the hero’s fire, .
Thou
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/Thou feek'ft th? Egyptian King—fuch thoughts refirains
Nor-tempt ailong: and. toilfome tratt in vain ;. 70
E’en new the Monasch calls his mum’rous bands,
And moves his camp t’ aflit Fudea’s lands.
Think not thy. worth at Geza can be fhown,
Nor *gainft our foes can-there thy force be known.
But follow where I lead, and, fafe from harms, 75
Within yon! wall, begirt by Latiax arms,
To place thee, ev'n at noon of day, I fwear,
Without the brandith'd fiwvord or lifted fpear.
New toils, new dang_érs there thy arms attend ;-
{Fhere fhall thy force the town befieg’d defend, 8o
"Til} Egypt’s holt, asriv’d, their fuccour yxeld,
And call thy courage to a nobler field.
Thus while be fpoke, the li’ning Turk amaz'd,
Full on the hoary Sire in filence gaz'd :
HE} kainghey looks 20 more their fiercenels boafl, 85
&nd all kiis anger is in wodder loft, .-
Then thus: O fathér! teady to abey,
Behold I follow wihere thou pointt the way. i
But .evéi beft that counfel fhall I prize,
Mhere mott of toil, whete moft of danger lies. 9o
‘The Sire his werds approv’d ; then fearch'd, with care,
Bach retent wound, ennoy'd by chilling air-; '
With pow’rful juick, -htill’d, his Arength fenew’d,
And easid the pain, and flanch’d the flewing blood.
Wdurora now her rofy wreaths difplays, 95
And Pbabus gilds-them with his orient rays.
Time calls (he cries), the fun directs our way,
That fummons mortals to the toils of day. )
- ' Then
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Then to a car, that near ‘him rcady ﬂood
He pafs'd ; the Chxef of Nice his fteps. purfu’d 106
"They mount the feat’; the ftranger taKes the reins,
Before the lath, the courfers R:our the plains; |
They foam, they nexgh their fmoking noftrils blow; .
And the champ’d bits are white with’ fro;hy fow.
Then (llrange to telly the air, condens’d in douds, xd}
With thickeft veil the roﬂmg chanot ﬂlrouds. .
Yet not a mortal, fight the’ mift efpy’d
Nor could an. engme s force the cloud divide.
thlc from its. fecret womb with plercmg eyes,
They view'd around the plams, ‘the hills and 'kies. 110
Struck with ch fight hls brows the Soldan rals’d
And fteadfaft on the cloud and chariot gaz 'd;
While on thelrcourﬁ: thh ceaﬁ:leﬁ fpeed they ﬁcw :
Well by hjs, lopks the Sue hu wonder knew i Y
And, calling on his name, the Chief he fheok ; iy
When, rouzing from, his trance, the warrior (boke.
O thoy ! whoe'er. thou art, whofe wond’rods fkilf
Can force the laws of nature to thy will : .
«Who, at thy pleafure, vxew’ﬁ wnh fcarchmg eycs
The human breaft wherc evry fecretlies:* | ito
If yet thy knowlcdgc (whu:h fo far tranﬁ;ends ,
" All human thought) to futu;e t‘tme extends 5 '
O fay!: what reft or woe is doom’d by fate,
[To all the toils of ' Afia’s broken ftate?
But firft declare thy name ; what hidden art 12
Can pow’r to work fuch miracles impart ?
This wild amazement from my foul remove,
Or vain will all thy future fpeeches prove. i
To
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Te whom with finiles the antient Sire reply’d ;
In part thy withes may be fatisfy’d : 130
Behold Ifimena ! (no ignoble name) ‘

In magic lore all Syria owns my fame..

But that my tongue thould diftant times relate,

And trace the annals of myferious fate,

A greater pow’r denies ; thy thoughts exceed 13§

The narrow bounds to mortal man decreed.

Let each his valour and his wifdom fhow,

To ftem the tide of human ills below :

For oft 'tis feen, that with the brave and wife,

The pow’r.to make their “profp’ rous fortune lies. 140
hy conqu’ring arms may prove a happier field ;

Thy force may teach the boaftful Franis to yield ¢

Think not alone the city to defend,

On'which the Latian foes their fury bend 5

Confide ! be bold ! for fire and: fword prepe: . - 145

4 happy iffiie fill may crows’ the wag, - 0 1 T

Yet to my words ttend; while I recite * - -

WHat, as thre’ clonds, 1 view with' doubtful light.

I fee! or feem to fee, ere many a year .

T cternal planet gild the rolling fphere, - 150

°A ‘chief whofe rule fhall fertile Egypt bleh, 8

Whofe mnghty ‘adtions dfa thall confeﬁ

Let this fuffice; not only ih the field;

Beneath his force the Cbriftian pow'rs fhall yield ;

But from their race his arm fhall rend the fway, 155

And all thelr ftate wforpd in riin lay :

*Till, fenc’d by feas, within a narrow land .

Groan the fad relicks of the wretched band,
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He from thy blood fhall {pring. — Jfmeno faid :
And thus the King his gen'rous anfwer made: 160
(His bofom kindling at the hero’s fame) '
O happy chief! whofe deeds fuch glory claim!
For me, let good or ill my life betide,
And Fortune, as prefcrib'd above, provide : :
No pow’r fhall e’er my vig'rous mind controul, 165
Or bend th’ unconquer’d temper of my focl. .
Firft fhall the moon and ftais their courfe forfake; *
Ere [ my foot remove from glory’s track..
He faid, and while he fpoke, with martial ire
His eyeballs flath’d, his vifage feem'd on fire.

Thus comman’d they ; till near the chariot drew
‘To where the Chrifiian ténts appear’d in view.
‘A fcene of carnage here their eyes furvey’d,
Where Death appear’d in various forms difplay'd,
Touch’d at the fight, the Soldan’s tears o’erflow, 373
And all his face is fpread with gen'rous woe,
He fees, enflam'd with anger and difdain,
His mighty ftandards fcatter'd on the plain..
He fees the Frarks exulting o’er the dead,
And on his deareft friends in trinmph tread : 180,
While from the breathlefs corfe the arms they tear,
Amd from the field ths glorious trophies bear.

" There fome he views, ‘whofe fun'ral care attends

The unbury’d relicks of their Chrifiian friends :
And others here prepare the blazing pyre, 185
Where Turks and Arabs feed one common fire.

Deeply he figh’d, and ftrait his faulchion drew,
And from the lofty car impetuoas flew :

237

170

But
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But foon, I/inene cbeck’d his eager h,zl}e, -

And in the  feat agaio. the wartior plagd ; . 1ge

Then fought the, hill,, whxle diftant on :hc plain, . )

Behind their coqrf: thc Clm/ixan tents reapanp ’
Then from the car they ’hght (at once from vxew.

Diflolv’d in. air, the wpad’rous car wu:hdrew) .

Still with the cloud eafinld on foo; they fare, 195

- And down the mountain to the vale repair:

Where $irn’a hill, : dla&hsrs.bpgln,s 1o rife,

Turns its broad back againft the weltern fkies.

Th’ Enchaiter:flay'd i .and now, advancing nigh,

-~ Explor'd the fteepy fide with heedfuleye:. . 200
A hollow cavern apen’d in the ftone, i
A darkfome pafs, in former.ages known, }
But now with weeds.and brimbles overgrown.

" Thra' thefe theforc’rer foon the. paflage try'd, i
 And held his better hand the Prince to guide, 20§
Then thus the Soldan : Thro' what darkfome way
. Muft here my ficps by ftealth inglorious ftray ?
O! rather.grant that with this trufty blade,
Thro’ fcatter'd foes a nobler path be made.
Let not thy feet difdain (Ifnene {aid) 210
Totread the path which Ferod wont to tread, §
Whofe fame in arms o'er many regions {pread.
This Monarch- firft the hollow cavern fram’d,
_ What time his fubjefts to the yoke he tam'd.
* By this he could with eafe the tow'’r afcend,. . 315
(Then <all’d Aritonia from his dearett friend)
Thence with his troops could leave. the town unfeen,
Or there re-enter with fupplies of men.
) Bat
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But now to me reveal’d, to-me-alone

Of all mankind, this fecret path is known, 220
This way fhall lead us to the regal feat,-

Where now the wife and brave in fynod meet,

Cali'd by the anxious King to high debate, .
Who fears perfxaps too far the frowns of fate, - .~
Awhile in filence all their counfels hear, - 22
“Till, -breaking in their fight, thou ;halt a.ppear, o }
And pour thy fpeech in ey’ry wond’ring ear,

He faid, and-ceas’d; no more.the warrior ﬁay’d
But enter’d with his gunide, the gloomy fhade.
Darkling they far'd thro® paths conceal’d from view, 2g0
And, as they pafs’d,. the cavern wider grew.

Ifmeno now unfolds a fecret door ;

They mount by fteps long-time difus’d bef"ore:

Here thro’ a nasrow vent, from upper day

Appears the glimm’ring of a doubtful ray. 5

- 235
"Now from the feats of night their courfe they bqnd

And fudden to a ftately hall afcend ;

Where with his fceptre crown’d in awful ftate

Amidft his mournful court the mournful Monarch fate,

The haughty Tur#, within the cloud conceal’d, 240

" In filence ftood and all that pafs’d beheld :

And firft he heard the King, who thus begun

T" addrefs the fenate from his lofty throne.
O, faithful peers! behold the tugn of fate !

The laft dire day how deadly to our ftate !

From ev’ry former hope of conqueft thrown,
" Our fafety refts on Egypt’s pow'rs alone ;

245

But



80 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. B.X

Bat thefe muft join us from a diftant land,
When prefent dangers prefent aid demand.
For this I bade you here the council hold, 250
And each the purport of his thoughts unfold.
He ceas’d : and foon a murm'ring found enfu'd,
Like Zepbyrs foftly whilp’ring thro’ the wood ;
*Till, rifing from his feat, with noble pride
_And fearlefs fpeech, Argantes thus reply’d. 253
What words are thefe t6 damp the martial ﬁre&
No aid from us thy wifdom can reqtiire.
O'! in ourfelves alone our hope be plac'd ;
If virtue ever guards th’ intrepid breaft,
" Bethat our arms, be that our with'd fupplies, - 260
Nor let us life beyond our glory prize !
I fpeak not this becaufe my doubtful mind
Defpairs from Egypt certain aid to find.
Forbid it! that my thoughts, fo far mifled,
-Should fear the promife which my King has made. 264
But this my ardent foul has long defir'd,
‘To find a few with dauntlefs fpirits fir'd ;
‘That ev’ry chance can view with equal eyes,
Can feek for vitory, or death defpife,
Orcanes next arofe, with plaufive grace, - 270
‘Who ’mongft the princes held the nobleft place.
Once known in arms amid the field he thin'd;
But to a youthful fpoufe in marriage join'd,
Proud of the hufband and the father's name,
In flothful eafe he ftain’d his former fame., 275
Then thus he fpoke : Well pleas’d the words I hear
Which {pring, © Monarch ! from the foul fincere ;
When
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When the full heart with inbred ardor glows,

And gen’rous threats the hero’s wa,rmdx difclofe. ‘
Should ﬁow, t.tanfportcd with anoble rage, . 280
The good’ Cmqﬁan heat-too fp engage ; :

This may we.grant to him who(e dauntlels might
Difplays hkc ardor in the field of ﬁgllt
Itnﬁsontheehuﬁnrytooonuauk -
‘When youth too far tran(potu his fiery- foul. ‘28g
*Tis thine to view, ia equal balance weigh'd, .
‘The prefent dan&qt with the diffantaid; . .
‘The hoftile powt that on our city faUs,

Our new rais'd ramparts and our menld’ ring walls.-
I fpeak the diGtases of @ faithful heart : 299
Qut town is firong by nature, ftrong by art;

Yet, fec what mighty {chemes the foes intend,
Wluthnge mach{nesaga;nﬁthewalluﬁ:end! —
Th’® evegtsemains waknown — I hope and fat. AT
The various chances of unpertain war.: - . 898
Th’ unlook’d-for fmall fupply of hexds and comn,
That yefiet’s night within the town was bome,

Can ill fufice. fo valt a cityls call, .
Iflongtbeﬁcgeﬂwnﬂhﬁbefenﬁcwdl. . :
And laft it muft, tha’ by. th’ appointed day - . .jae } .

‘Y

"Fh* Egyptian forces hére their aid difplay :.

But whas our fate if longer they delay ? ,

Yet grant thofe fuccours fhould prevent in {peed

Theic plighted promife, .aod our hope exceed;: .

I fee not, tence thedertain' vi@'sry won,” . . 305
Nor from the Chrifiiaxs freed the thwa&n{d town Y

.IYOL-- J'M e
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We muft, OKing! with Godfrey meet in fight, =
Thofe gaflant chiefs, thofe bands approv'd in’ might,
Whafe arms fo oft have featter’d o’er the plain, .
'The Syrian, Perfian, and lir‘d&iﬂ_x train, 3 1o’
- 'Thou brave Argantes! oft edmpell’d to yield, '
Haft prov'd too well their valour in the field;
Oft hatt thou fled the foe with éager hafte,
Agnd-in thy mmble feet thy fafety phc‘d.
Clorinda and myfelf have felt their hoﬁ, S '3;5
Nor let a warrio# o’er his fellows boaft.* e
Free let me fpeak; and unfeftrain’d by fear,

(Tho’ yonder champion fcorns the truth-to e,
And threatens death) my deep forboding mind - - - -
Beholds thefe dreadful foes with fate combin’d <~ 3391
Nor troops nor ramparts can their force foRain;
Here fhall they fix at laft their certain-réign.
Heav’n witaefs, what I {peak the-time requires,
Love for my country and my King infpires! -
How wife the King of Tripily ] who gain'd 325’
Peace from the Chriftians, and his realms retain’d; - °
‘While the proud Soldan, on the naked plales  ~*
Now breathlefs lies; or wears ignoble chains; =
Or hittin exile, trembling fiom™the ftrife, . ~ -
Prolongs in diftant lands his wretchéd life; 350
Who, yiclding part, with gifts and tribute paid,

Had ftill the reff in peace and fafety fvay'd.

He faid.; and.thus his coward-thoughts 'difclos’d,

‘With artful words in doubtful. phrafe compos'd; - -

Yet durft not plainly his advice declare, . » . 33§
To fue for peace, a foreign yoke w0 wear, )

' : Pt
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Bat, at his fpeeches fir'd with juft difdain,

"No more the Soldan could his wrath reftrain :

"To whom I/meno — Cantt thon, chicf! forbear, .
And unconcern’d thefe vile reproaches hear? - 340
Unwilling haye I ftay’d, (he thus-returns) :
My confcions foul with jult refentment burns,

Scarce had he ended, when the mift, that threw

Its friendly veil around, “at once withdrew ;

Diffolv’d in air was loft the fleecy cloud, . 348
And, Jeft in open light, the Monarch ftood :

Full in the mid#t his dreadful front he rears,

And fudden: thus accofts their wond’ring cars.

Lo! here the man you name, the Seldan fiands;

.No tim’rous exile fled to diftant lands ! 358
‘This arm-fhall yonder daftard’s lies difprove,

And fhew what fears his trembling bofom move,

I, who of Cbri]h‘an blood fuch torrents thed,

And pil’d the plain with mountains of the dead !
‘41t in the vale; by foes begirt in fight, 355
All fuccours loft ! am I accus’d of flight?
- But fhould this wretch, or any fuch, again,

}alfe to his:country, to his faith a ftain,

Dare, with his words, to fhameful peace betray,

{Do thow, O Monarch ! give my juftice way) 360
This faulchion fhall avenge the hateful part,

And flab the treafon lurking in his heart.

Firft in-one fold fhall wolves and lambs remain,

One neft the ferpent and the dove contain,
Bre with ¢he Franks one land behold oor ftate, 365
On any terms but-everlafting hate! - - :

. M2 While
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While hauglity thus he fpoke, with threat’ning miten,

His dreadful hand upon his fword was feen.

Struck with his prefence, with his words amaz'd,

The pale afiitants mute and trembling gaz™d, -

'Then with a foften’d air 'aad, milder look;,

To Aladin he turn’d, and.thus he fpoke, . *

We truft, O Monarch! welcome aid we bring;

‘When S0/, men appears ¢’ affift the King. -
‘Then A 'adive, who near to meet him drew : "

How glows my heart a friend liké thee t0 view ! -

No more I feel my-flaughter’d legioos loft,
No more my foul with anxions fears is tofl,
Thou fhalt my reign fccure, and foon reftore - ’
LI Heav'n permit) thy own fubverted power. -
This faid, around his neck his arms he caft,
And with an eager joy his friend embrac'd,
JFudea’s Sov’reign then, this greeting done, - .
Gave to the mighty chief his regal throne s .
- Himfelf, befide him, .to the left he plac’d,
dfmeno next with.equal honours grac’d.
And while, enquiring ev’ry chance of fate,
In converfe with the fire the Monarch fate:
‘To honoar Solymas, the warrios-dame .
Approach’d ; then all, by her example, came.
Amongft the reft, Qrmufis sofe, whefe care
Preferv’d his faithful 4raés from the war :
Thefe, while the hofts with mutual fury fought,
By night in fafety to the walls he brought ;
" And with fupplica of herds and corn convey’d,
Gave to the famith'd town 2. needful aidi

b

375

390

395

Alone
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Alone with low’ring front and gloomy ftate,
In filence wrap(, the fair Circeffian fate,
So-feems.a lion, . couchmg on the grdund
Who fullen rolls his glarmg eyes around. 400
While low his head declin’d'with penfive air,

The Soldan's looks Orcanes could .not bear.

In copncil thus Judea’s Tyrant fate,

And King of Nice, and nobles of the fate,

. But pious Gedfrey, viltor of theé day, - " 405
Had chac’d his foes, and clear’d each guarded way :
And now he paid bis warriors, flain in fight,

The lagt due honours of the fun’ral rite ;

Then bade the reft prepare (his mandate knOWn)

The fecond day in arms ¢’ affault the town ; - 410
And threaten’d with machines of ev’ry kind,

The rulle Barbarians in thefr walls confin'd.

The leadér foon the txmc!y fquxdron knew,
4hat Brought him aid againft the faithlefs crew,

In this the prime of all his friends he view’d, 15
Who once the fraudful damfel's track purfu'd.
Here Tancred came, who late, by w:lcs rcﬂram'd
A pris'ner in drmida’s fort remain'd.
For thefe, to meet beneath his lofty tent -
Before the hermit and his chiefs, he fent, 420,
" *Fhen’'thus he faid : Let fome, O warriors! tell
'Th* advenrures that your wand’ring courfe befell ;
Say, how yon came, by happy fortune led, '
ln need (o great to give fuch welcome aid. .
( He ceas’'d ; when, confcious of his fev’ ral b!ame, 42§
Each hung his head deprefs'd with gen’rous. thame :
M3 At
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At length the Bnqﬂ: Monarch’s deareft for
"The filence broke, and thus fincere begun. "~ - -

_ We went, (whofe names, undrawn, the urn conceaPd,
Nor each to each his clofé defign reveal’d) ' 436

The darkfome paths of treach’rous Loye to trace,

Lar'd by the features of a gnileful face. '

Her words and looks (too late I own'the fhame)

Increas’d our mutual hate, our mutual flame.

At length we dréw to where, in dreadful ire, 4335
Heav'n rain’d on earth of old a florm of fire, :
T’ awenge the wrongs, which nature's laws endur'd,

On that dire race to wicked deeds inar'd.

Where once were fertile lands and mudows green,
Now a deep lake with fulph’rous waves was feen : 44®
Hence noifome vapours, bajeful Reams arife,
“That breathe contagion ta the diftant fkies.

In this each pond’rous mafs were thrown in vam,
The fluggith waters ev'ry weight fuftain,

“In this a caftle ftood, from which there lay 43
A narrow bridge t’ invite the wand'rer’s wa'y.
‘We.enter'd here ; and wond'ring faw within,

Each part prefent a lovely fylvag fcenc.

Soft was the air, the fkies-ferene and quld, .
With flow’rs adorn’d the hills and yallies fmil’d, 450
A fountain, 'midft 2 bow's of myrtle fhade,

With lucid ftreams in fweet meanders ftray’d :
On the foft herbage downy. flumbers lay ; }

.
>
L

oy

Thro® whifp’ring leaves the fanning breezes play ;
And chearful fongfters warble on the fpray. 455

1 pafs
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I pafs the domes our eyesbeheld amav’d, © - .
Of coftly.gold apd polith’d marble rais’d,

‘There on‘the turf, with-(hade d‘ar-ﬁchmggu:
Near  purling fills the dame a bnnquet placd;’
Where feulptur’d vafes deck’d the coflly \!oar&.

_ 'With ‘viands chdice of ev':y flavoiir fiér'd; - ' " .
With all that we.to diff’rent feafons éwe, v

Whateanb,orm,oroeeandnbeﬁow : ot
With all that art improves ! and while we fityy, 7
A bundred beautedus nymphs in‘orderwalt; 464

With gentle fpeech and fft-enticidg fmiles; - *
She tempers other food and fatal wifes's - I
While ev'ry gueft recéives thie deadly flame,

And quaffs & long oblivion of ‘his fame. -

She-left us ow, but foon refb’d her place, 479
When anger feem'd ¢o kindle in her fate, - ™+~ . %
Withia hir better hand a whitd fe b‘ore, S
Her left fuftain’d a book of ma.gxcpuw R -7'
Th’ Enchantrefs read, and matter'd fécret chamn,
When lo! a fudden change my breatt alarms!: 475‘

Strange fancies foon my troubled thoughts purfu'd
Sudden I plung’d'amid the cryftal flood: - .

My legs, fhrunk up, their former fun&dor leave s

To cither fide my arms begin to cleave 3

A fealy cov’ring o’er my fkin is grown, - 480
And in the fith no more the man.is known ! . :
An equal change with me the reft partook,

Aud fwam, transform'’d, within the limpid brook.

Oft as my mind recalls th’ event, I feem

Lo ia b’ illufion of an idle dream! 48¢
) - A
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At length her art our former fhape reftor’d,.
Bat fear and wonder check'd each iffuing word,
As thus amaz’d we flood, with angry brows
She threaten’d added pains and future woes,

- Behold (fhecy'd) what pow’r is in my bandl 490
1 rule your fatea with yncontrpul'd command. :
My will can keep you from etherea] bght,

. The haplefs pris'ners of eternal night ;
Can bid you range amoag the feather'd kind,
Or, chang’d to trees, with rooted fibres bind ; 495
Can fix in rocks, diffolve in limpid freams,
Or tum to brutal fonn the human limbs.
It refts on you t’ avert my vengeful ire ;
Confent t obey what my commaads require : -
Embrace the Pagan faith, my realms defend, |~ goo
And your kcen fworgds.on impious Gojﬁ-g bend.”

She faid: the proffer’d terms our fouls dnfdam d,
Her words alone the falfe Rembaldo gam d.
Us (no defence avnl’d) the firait conftrains
In loathfome dusgeons and coercive chung. 508
Thither was Tancred led, by fortune croft,
Where, Jom’d with us, his liberty he lolt. '
Bat little time, confin’d within the tow’r,
The falfe Enchantrefs kept us in her pow'r. ,
*T'was faid, an eavoy from Damafcus came, 510
To gain her. pris’ners from the impious dame ; -
And thence, difarm’d, in fetters bonnd, to bring,
A welcome prefent to th’ Egyptian King.

We went, {urounded by a num’rous guard,

‘When Heav'n’s high will gnbop’d-for aid prepar'd, ';‘ ;::
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‘The good Rmaldo, who, with deeds of fame,
Adds ev’ry moment to' his former name,
Our courle impeding, on our leaders fell,

« And prov’d that valour, often prov’d fo well. .
He flew, he vanqulih'd all beneath his fword, = 520
"And foon again our former arms reftor’d. -
To me, to alf confefs’d the youth appear’

We grafp’d his hand, his well-known voice we heaxd.
Here vulgar tongues fallacious tales proclaim ; .
The hers ftill furvives to life and fame. 525

" Whree days are ‘paﬂ, fince, parting from our band,
He with a pxlgrim travelPd o'er the land,

To Antioch bound :- but firft ‘he caft afide ot
His fhatter"d-arms with freaming crimfon dy'd.

Here ¢eas’d the knight. Meanwhile his ardent eyés
The hermit fix'd devoutly on the fkies ;- st
Hib looks; his colour tharig’d ; a nobler grace :

Shone in his mien, and kindled in his face :

Full of the Deity, his raptur’d mind : .

With Aagels feem'd in hallow’d couvesfe join’d: 535

FHe reads in future time’s eternal page, .

And fees th’ events of many a diftant age,

He fpoke ; while all intent and fil¢nt gaz'd,, .

Much at his looks and awful voice amaz’d. . .0

He lives L-Rinaldo lives! (alond he cries). - : . . . G4

Then heed not empty arts or female lies

He lives! and Heav’n, whofe care his youth defends,

For greater praife his valu'd life extends !

Thefe are but hght,forermners of -his fame,

(Thefe decds that now o’er 4fia fpread his name) 545
Lot
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Lo! after'rolling years, 1 plainly view,

His arm fhall many an impious pow’r fubdue ;

His eagle guards, with filver wings difplay’d,

The Church and Rome beneath its friendly fhade.
Succeeding fons with equal virtue thine, 540
And children’s children crown his glorious line! :

'To pull the mighty down;, exalt the low;

To punifh vice, on virtue aid below ;

Thefe be their arts | and thus his dazzling way

The bird of E/ foars beyond the folar ray. 555
To guard celeftial truth his flight he bends,

And with his thunders Peter's caufe. defends.

Where zeal for Cur1sT each holy warrior brings,

He fpreads, trinmphant, his viorious wings :

The chief recall’d, muft here his tafk refume, 560
Such is the will of Fate, and fuch th’ Eternal doom! .

_ Here ceas'd the fage; his words each doubt appeas’d,
And ev’y fear for young Rinalds eas'd.

AH, fill'd with tranfport, fpoke their joys aloud ;
While, fix’d in thought, the penfive Godfrey flood. 565
Now had the night her fable maatle caft

O’er darken’d air, and earth around embrac’d 5

The reft, retiring,. fink in foft repofe 5 .

Bat, loft in cares, no fleep the Leader knows:

The Exo of YOL. L
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